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Looks like school, feels like home...

We believe that being authentically engaged in 
learning should be a priority for all students. If you 
need additional support or extension, we have 
a team of specialist teachers and support staff 
who provide a range of intervention programmes, 
strategies and support to ensure you are engaged 
and challenged according to your needs.

In addition to this, learners are encouraged to be 
inquirers, thinkers, communicators, risk-takers, 
knowledgeable, principled, caring, open-minded, 
well-balanced and reflective. This gels perfectly 
with our Christian identity, our sense of community 
and our attention to student wellbeing. We are 
confident these values are also in harmony with 
what your family hopes for as you thrive and 
become a young adult.

Lighting the fires of imagination and inspiration is 
at the heart of the Encounter story...

Welcome to 

Middle School!
“Education is not filling a bucket, 

but lighting a fire.” W.B. Yeats

“The questions young people ask remind us that 
the search for meaning is fundamental to what 
it is to be human. The urge to inquire activates 
thinking on many levels and in many forms. When 
we seek to make sense of the world around us, 
we wonder, we plan, we analyse, we create, 
we reflect. At its very heart, inquiry is all about 
thinking – thinking in order to make meaning.” 
Kath Murdoch.

While information and knowledge is part of the 
learning puzzle, we believe that a true appreciation 
of inquiry should guide our teachers and you, our 
students.

Rather than starting point with a textbook, we 
understand that learning should truly begin with 
you. Your experiences, questions and interests 
form an integral part of the conversations and 
understandings of class life, each and every day.

Our understanding of a one-to-one approach to 
education has been guided and informed by the 
International Baccalaureate (IB), and in the Middle 
School, the Middle Years Programme. Encounter 
Lutheran College is an authorised school in this 
programme. The IB promotes a transparent, best-
practice approach to education that places the 
student at the centre of learning. In addition to 
a world-renowned, high quality curriculum, the IB 
promotes ongoing collaboration between teaching 
staff and a rigorous and highly accountable level 
of education.

Penny McKenzie

Head of Middle & 
Senior School        

Kelvin Grivell

Principal

ENCOUNTER
LUTHERAN COLLEGE
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Looks like school, feels like home...

International 
Baccalaureate
As an authorized school for the International 
Baccalaureate (IB), we offer the following subject 
disciplines, which are taught utilising central ideas 
across the curriculum. Statements of Inquiry drive the 
teaching and learning, and the Australian Curriculum 
(ACARA) guides the content. 

The areas of learning are:

• Language and Literature (English)

• Science

• Individuals and Societies (History and 
Geography)

• Religious Education (Christian Studies)

• Arts (Drama, Music and Art) 

• Design (Wood Technology & Food Technology) 

• Mathematics

• Language Acquisition (Japanese)

• Health and Physical Education 

The teaching team has been carefully selected to 
provide a nurturing, student focussed experience in 
the Middle Years. Small teams of passionate teachers 
teach across subject areas and year levels, to ensure 
a strong connection is developed between you and 
your teachers at such a critical time of your life (in 
your social, emotional and spiritual development.) 

Middle Years 
Programme (MYP)

The International Baccalaureate Middle Years 
Programme is the framework for the Encounter 
Lutheran College Middle School curriculum. 

Principles

The curriculum in the Middle Years should be 
broadly based, with a breadth and balance of 
subjects. 

• Whilst the subjects are important and separate 
entities, the links between them should be 
emphasised in both interdisciplinary units and 
through the Areas of Interaction. 

• It is just as important for students to learn 
techniques of learning as it is for them to learn 
content and concepts. 

• Students will be encouraged to become 
independent learners throughout the MYP. 

• Teachers of the MYP must adhere to the 
principles of the programme, and are trained 
through regular participation in IB professional 
development sessions. 

• The international approach of the curriculum is 
emphasised to students – both within the content 
of the subjects and through co-curricular activities 
such as visits, exchanges, correspondence and 
other activities. 
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Curriculum 
Structure
The International Baccalaureate programme models 
highlight important shared features of an IB education.

• Developing the attributes of the learner profile 

• Approaches to teaching and approaches to 
learning 

• Age-appropriate culminating experiences 

• An organised and aligned structure of subject 
groups or disciplines 

• Development of international-mindedness as a 
primary aim and context for learning 

The MYP is made up of 8 subject areas and 5 areas of 
interaction as shown in the diagram below:

• In the programme model for the MYP, the 
first ring around the student at the centre 
describes the features of the programme 
that help students develop disciplinary (and 
interdisciplinary) understanding. 

• The second ring describes some important 
outcomes of the programme. 

• The third ring describes the MYP’s broad 
and balanced curriculum. The distinction 
between subject groups blurs to indicate the 
interdisciplinary nature of the MYP. The subject 
groups are connected through global contexts 
and key concepts.
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Looks like school, feels like home...

Curriculum 
Information
Approaches to Teaching emphasising MYP 
pedagogy, including collaborative learning through 
inquiry. 

Inquiry-Based Learning results in student-
initiated action, which may involve service within the 
community. 

Approaches to Learning (ATL) - 
demonstrating a commitment to approaches 
to learning as a key component of the MYP for 
developing skills for learning. The ATLs continue from 
the Primary Years Programme and include the skill 
categories:
• Communication
• Social
• Self-management 
• Research
• Thinking

Concepts - highlighting a concept-driven 
curriculum. 
“What matters is not the absorption and regurgitation either 
of facts or of predigested interpretations of facts, but the 
development of powers of the mind or ways of thinking which 
can be applied to new situations and new presentations of 
facts as they arise.”  Alec Peterson, first IB Director General 
2003: 47
There are 16 key concepts to be explored across the 
curriculum. 
The key concepts (below) represent understandings 
that reach beyond the eight MYP subject groups from 
which they are drawn.

Global contexts - showing how learning best 
takes place in context. 
The MYP identifies six global contexts for 
teaching and learning that are developed from,  
and extend, the PYP’s (Primary Years Programme) 
transdisciplinary themes. 
They are:
• Identities and relationships 
• Fairness and development
• Globalisation and sustainability
• Scientific and technical innovation
• Personal and cultural expression
• Orientation in time and space

STEM Science, Technology, 
Engineering & Mathematics    

In our daily life, we are surrounded by and dependent 
upon the products of Science and Technology more 
than ever. Organising our lives using the convenience 
of a smart phone or tablet is both wonderful, yet 
challenging.  Now, more than ever, the study of 
Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics 
(STEM) is crucial as a preparation for active 
participation in a global,modern society. 
Innovation is crucial in unravelling the challenges 
of the future and STEM is a key driver of innovation. 
STEM education and skill development are the 
foundation of the industries of tomorrow. The 
research is clear: an inquiry-based, practical and 
relevant approach to teaching and learning STEM, 
produces the most positive outcomes and will best 
prepare our students for their future.
Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics 
are a priority at Encounter Lutheran College. These 
learning areas challenge our students to solve real 
world, relevant problems. Interdisciplinary units are 
taught in a way that connects the learning to the real 
world. When students see relevance, they engage. 
Partnerships with community organisations and 
local universities will allow us to create meaningful 
opportunities for our students in these vital areas. 

Electives
In years 4 and 5 of the Middle Years Programme 
(MYP) (which is Year 9 and 10), the MYP offers 
students the opportunity to engage in a more 
individualised pathway. 
The College offers students the opportunity over the 
period of two years to elect up to 8 different subjects 
from the following learning areas:
The Arts: Music, Visual Art, Dance, Drama

Design: 
Design & Technology – Wood
Design & Technology – Food
Design & Technology – Communication Products

Physical Education: Sport Science (compulsory for 
Elite Athletes)

Enrichment: CREST (SACE Research Practices)
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Personal Project

The MYP culminates in the Personal Project. The 
project is student-centred, age-appropriate and 
enables students to engage in practical explorations 
through a cycle of inquiry, action and reflection.  

The Personal Project:

• encourages students to practise and strengthen 
their ATL skills

• helps students to develop the attributes of the IB 
learner profile

• consolidates prior and subject-specific learning 

• develops an area of personal interest.

Personal Projects revolve around a challenge that 
motivates and interests individual students. They 
also foster the development of independent, lifelong 
learners. The Personal Project begins in Year 9 and is 
completed in Year 10. It is completed in students’ own 
time with the support of a Mentor and Supervisor. 

What is it?
The Personal Project is the culmination of the student’s 
experience with the MYP. It is a significant body of work 
(approximately 25 hours) produced over two terms and 
is a reflection of the student’s own initiative. 

The students began working on the Personal Project 
in Term 4, and will complete it by end of Term 2 in 
time for the Exhibition in Term 3. This project holds a 
very important place in the MYP and should reflect the 
student’s experience of the programme. 

The Personal Project gives students the opportunity 
to share with others something that is of interest to 
them as individuals, as well as sharing some of what 
they have learned as a result of being in the Middle 
Years Program. New Year 10 students to the College  
will not undertake the Personal Project unless they 
participated in an IB MYP school prior to attending 
Encounter and they wish to complete a project they 
have already begun. 

What does it involve? 

The Personal Project is an Inquiry Cycle learning 
experience and may take many forms. The finished 
project allows the student to investigate and focus 
on a topic they would like to learn more about. This is 
embedded in one of the six global contexts of the MYP. 
Whilst the students are using the Inquiry Cycle, they 
will maintain a Process Journal for reflection, conduct 
research, achieve the goals they have identified, create 
a Product and complete a Report. The work involved in 
the Personal Project will be done outside class time. 
However, the school will ensure that each student 
receives direct supervision from a qualified person in 
the school, who can provide appropriate guidance and 
confirm the authenticity of the work submitted. 

How is it assessed? 
The student’s process journal, outcome and project 
report are assessed using the following criteria which 
has been established by the IB for the Personal Project 
in the MYP. 

CRITERION A:  Investigating
CRITERION B:  Planning
CRITERION C:  Taking action 
CRITERION D:  Reflecting
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Looks like school, feels like home...

Camps

Included in the Middle School curriculum are camps 
and excursions. 

Encounter Lutheran College offers a comprehensive 
camping programme, sequentially planned to give 
all students a range of enriching, age related and 
developmentally appropriate challenges. Camps 
are an integral part of the Middle School and allow 
for learning outside the normal classroom. It is a 
compulsory part of the curriculum, as teaching and 
learning activities are integrated from teaching units 
during the term in other learning areas. Camps fees 
will be charged quarterly. 

The camp programme is as follows:

Year 7    “Connect” 
     South East      Term 1  Week 5

Year 8      “Explore”
     Melbourne      Term 2  Week 2

Year 9    “Courageous”  
     Heysen 100 Survivor     Term 4  Week 1

Year 10    “Appreciation”
      Canberra      Term 2  Week 2

Year 11    “Service”
       Peer Support     Term 1  Week 2

Year 12    “Reflection”  
       Retreat       Term 1 Week 1

Deadline Policy

Students in the Middle School are responsible for 
completing assessment tasks by the due date. If there 
is a legitimate reason why a student cannot complete 
the work, they are expected to negotiate an extension 
with the relevant teacher at least 24 hours before 
the due date. The request for the extension must 
be accompanied by a note from a parent/caregiver 
together with evidence of the work completed to date.

What happens if the work is not 
submitted on time?
If work is not submitted late or incomplete, 
consequences will apply. The rationale for this is 
to ensure that students who organise themselves 
adequately to meet deadlines are not disadvantaged.

Students who do not submit work on the due date will 
attend the Study Room at lunch time to complete the 
assessment. If a student does not attend the Study 
Room, contact with parents/caregivers will be made 
by the subject teacher. 

Work submitted one day late
• When work is not handed in on the due date and/

or not up to standard, students will be asked to 
resubmit. 

• If a student does not submit work after this point, 
the subject teacher will contact the parents/car-
egivers of the student. 

• This will also be recorded in the MS/SS Behaviour 
register. 
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Homework Policy

It is the aim of the Middle School to support students 
to become independent learners. In view of this 
philosophy, students are to organise their time at home 
and at school to complete homework and assessment 
tasks by the due dates. 

Homework/Study Timetable
Students will be given a homework timetable where 
teachers will set homework and assessment tasks 
that are meaningful and relevant to their learning. 
The homework/study timetable is designed to assist 
students to create a consistent study routine that will 
enable them to meet deadlines for their assessment 
or homework tasks.

Planning
When students are given assessment or homework 
tasks, they are to immediately place the due dates and 
required information into their diaries. Teachers will 
helps students to plan accordingly to manage tasks to 
enable them to be completed on time. 

Parents are encouraged to check their child’s diary to 
assist them with their planning.

The College strongly supports our students being 
involved in a range of activities outside of the school. 
Therefore, we understand that at times some nights 
are unsuitable for homework completion. It is the 
responsibility of the student to organise their homework 
around such commitments. Teacher support can be 
provided to assist with this planning.

Guidelines for Homework
Year 7  
• 2 to 3 hours per week    

(15-20 minutes per subject, per night)

Year 8  
• 3 to 4 hours per week    

(20-25 minutes per subject, per night)

Year 9  
• 4 hours per week     

(25-30 minutes per subject, per night)



10    |

Looks like school, feels like home...

Subject Flowchart

This Year 7 to Year 12 Subject Flowchart indicates the pathways students may select at  
Encounter Lutheran College in 2018.
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                Years 7 & 8    
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Looks like school, feels like home...

In Year 7, all students study a common course of subjects. 

•  Christian Studies

•  Design (Wood Technology)

•  Drama 

•  English (Language & Literature)

•  Health & Physical Education 

•  Individuals & Societies 

•  Japanese (Language Acquisition)

•  Mathematics 

•  Music 

•  Science 

•  Visual Art  

In Year 8, all students study a common course of subjects: 

• Christian Studies

• Design (Wood Technology)

• Drama 

• English (Language and Literature)

• Japanese (Language Acquisition) 

• Health & Physical Education 

• Individuals & Societies 

• Mathematics 

• Music 

• Science 

• Visual Art

Year 7

Year 8
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Christian Studies 
Overview
Christian Studies provides a safe and supportive 
context in which students can reflect on their 
experiences of the world and on their own beliefs 
and spirituality.  The Christian Studies classroom is 
a place where: 
• teaching and learning occurs in a supportive, 

inclusive and safe environment 
• learners are engaged in intellectually challenging 

experiences that actively involve them in journeys 
of inquiry and constructing their own meanings.

The pedagogical approach in Christian Studies makes 
learning personally relevant, creates deep thinking 
and brings students to a place where they act on 
the challenges, values and beliefs communicated. 
A significant aspect of learning involves developing 
religious literacy which gives students theological 
and philosophical frameworks for what it means to 
be human and provides them with opportunities and 
means to make life choices. A person is religiously 
literate when he/she can make sense of and engage 
with texts, practices and beliefs of a religious tradition. 
Being religiously literate enables people to access 
and communicate their experience of spirituality.  

Aims
In Christian Studies, students are:        
• challenged to think critically and laterally about 

increasingly complex issues
• given a range strategies to solve problems
• stimulated to think in different ways
• able to respond in a multiplicity of ways
• given opportunities to be still and reflect
• engaged in meaningful debate 
• stimulated to think in new ways 
• encouraged to interact with a range of people, 

data and media 
• shown how to make coherent links with prior 

learning and experiences 
• provided opportunity to listen and are genuinely 

listened to 

• encouraged to share their growing 
understanding 

• provided opportunities to be still and reflect 
• encouraged to embrace the new and different 

with thought, creativity and respect 
• able to respond in a multiplicity of ways 
• encouraged to make meaningful connections 

between learning and their experience of the 
world

Units of Study
In Christian Studies, a range of topics are studied 
throughout the year. 

These topics may include:
Year 7
• ‘Peer Support’ with the Year 11 class for 

Semester 1
• The humanity and divinity of Christ 
• How does the Church celebrate? 
• What’s the point of stewardship?
Year 8
• Jesus, who is that man? 
• The Bible 
• Complex Relationships 
• The Great Rescue

Assessment
A range of assessment tasks are used, which include: 
presentations, essay tasks, empathy tasks, and class 
debates.
The following criteria are used in assessment. Note 
that not all criteria are used for every task.
CRITERION A Knowledge and Understanding
CRITERION B Investigating
CRITERION C Communicating
CRITERION D Thinking Critically

  Year 7 & 8
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Design:
Wood Technology 
Overview
Design in the Middle Years Program consists of Home 
Economics, Technology Studies and Communications 
Technology.

•	 Year	7	 and	8 students complete a semester of 
Design: Wood Technology

•	 Year	 9	 students complete a semester each of 
Design: Food Technology and Design: Wood 
Technology

•	 Year	10 Students have the option to elect Design: 
Food Technology and Design: Wood Technology 
and Design: Communication Products.

Design is the link between innovation and creativity, 
taking thoughts and exploring the possibilities 
and constraints associated with products or 
systems, allowing them to redefine and manage the 
generation of further thought through prototyping, 
experimentation and adaptation. It is human-centred 
and focuses on the needs, wants and limitations of 
the end user.

Inquiry and problem solving is at the heart of Design. 
MYP design requires the use of the design cycle 
as a tool, which provides the methodology used 
to structure the inquiry and analysis of problems, 
the development of feasible solutions, the creation 
of solutions, and the testing and evaluation of the 
solution. In MYP design, a solution can be defined as 
a model, prototype, product or system that students 
have developed and created independently. 

Aims
The aims of MYP design are to encourage and enable 
students to: 
• enjoy the design process, develop an appreciation 

of its elegance and power 
• develop knowledge, understanding and skills 

from different disciplines to design and create 
solutions to problems using the design cycle 

• use and apply technology effectively as a means 
to access, process and communicate information, 
model and create solutions, and to solve problems 

• develop an appreciation of the impact of 
design innovations for life, global society and 
environments 

• appreciate past, present and emerging design 
within cultural, political, social, historical and 
environmental contexts 

• develop respect for others’ viewpoints and 
appreciate alternative solutions to problems 

• act with integrity and honesty, and take 
responsibility for their own actions developing 
effective working practices

Units of Study
Topics may include:
Year 7
• Inquiring and analysing the design content 
• Development and creation of design proposals: 

wooden spoon & pull toy
• Testing and evaluating products
Year 8
• Inquiring and analysing the design content 
• Development and creation of design proposals: 
             Candle stick 
             Clock
             Computer Aided Design (intro)
• Testing and evaluating products

Assessment Tasks
Over each course a range of assessment tasks are 
used. These include research assignments, written 
and oral presentations, practical participation 
and practical skills, work reports and analysis, 
cooperative learning, note taking, time and materials 
management. 

Assessment Criteria 
The following criteria are used in assessment:
CRITERION A   Inquiring & analysing 
CRITERION B   Developing ideas       
CRITERION C   Creating the solution
CRITERION D   Evaluating       

  Year 7 & 8
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Drama    

Overview
Drama in the MYP engages students in an active 
relationship with theatre and encourages autonomous 
learning and exploration. It encourages the growth of 
creative, reflective and communication skills through 
practical work. 
Emphasis is placed on the artistic process and 
the students’ understanding of this process as an 
essential component to their artistic development 
through continuous investigation, planning, goal 
setting, rehearsing, performing, reflection and 
evaluation.

Aims
The aims of Drama are to encourage and enable 
students to:

• Experience and develop curiosity, interest and 
enjoyment in their own creativity and that of 
others; 

• Acquire and develop skills needed for the creation 
of works; 

• Create works; 
• Reflect on, appreciate and evaluate their work 

and the work of others; 
• Develop receptiveness to drama forms across 

time, place and cultures, and perceive the 
significance of these forms as an integral part of 
life. 

Units of Study
In Drama, a range of topics are studied throughout 
the year. 
These topics may include:
Year 7
• Characterisation
• Developing expressive movement and effective 

voice
• Improvisation skills

Year 8
• Creating dramatic environment
• Ritual and symbol

This course provides an introduction to Drama 
covering topics such as tableau, mime, improvisation, 
character development and script writing. 

Through a wide range of games, theatre sports, 
activities and small performance-based tasks; 
students have the opportunity to develop skills in 
focus, concentration, confidence, cooperation and 
performance.  
Students will explore communicating through the 
language of space, movement, voice and gesture.  
Working collaboratively in groups is a key aim of drama 
and students will develop cooperative ensemble skills 
to solve problems creatively.  
Students will combine their skills to create and perform 
an end of semester play for public performance. 
Students will reflect and evaluate their own 
performances and performances of others through 
the use of a Developmental Workbook. 

Assessment
CRITERION A Knowledge & Understanding  
CRITERION B Developing Skills    
CRITERION C Thinking Creatively
CRITERION D Responding           

  Year 7 & 8
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Oral 
Expression

• public speaking
• debates
• oral presentations

Poetry • reading, understanding and 
analysing a variety of styles

• exploring different purposes 
• poetic devices
• writing poetry

Visual/
Media Texts

• Graphic Novels and Comic
• Newspapers
• Documentaries
• TV Shows
• Advertising
• Magazines

Literary 
Texts

• Understanding texts
• Responding critically and 

personally to texts
*Students will respond to a range of literature 
including novels, drama texts and films. Teachers 
will select from a range of genres, and students 
will study both Australian literature, and world 
texts representing views from a variety of cultures.

Spelling, vocabulary and grammar are taught 
throughout the year either as specific lessons or 
embedded in the units. Research and word processing 
skills are also integrated into the courses.

Assessment Tasks
A range of assessment tasks are used which include: 
written text responses, journal entries, essay writing, 
newspaper/magazine articles, critical reading, poetry 
analysis and writing, creative writing, reports, oral 
presentations, writing for various purposes, and 
creating texts using a range of ICTs.

Assessment Criteria
The following criteria are used in assessment. Note 
that not all criteria are used for every task.
CRITERION A Analysing    
CRITERION B Organising 
CRITERION C Producing Text
CRITERION D Using Language

English: 
Language & Literature
Overview 
English is a full year course. The study of English has 
three important functions:

• as the main language of teaching and learning 
across the Areas of Learning at the College;

• as the means of personal and interpersonal 
communication;

• as a means of transmitting and understanding 
different cultural values and perspectives.

Aims
The aims of the English program are to encourage the 
students to:

• use language with enjoyment as a vehicle for 
thought, creativity, learning and self-expression;

• respond appropriately to a variety of texts;
• gain deeper understanding of human nature, of 

oneself and others;
• develop a critical approach to literature;
• develop an understanding of the relationship 

between audience, purpose, form, context and 
language;

• comprehend more clearly aspects of one’s own 
culture and those of other people’s cultures;

• develop wide reading for enjoyment.

Units Of Study
As English is a developmental subject, each of the 
following units is visited in each year level but with an 
ever increasing degree of complexity. 

Written 
Expression

persuasive         argumentative
procedural         reflective
critical                creative
narrative            personal
recount              public speaking
debates             oral presentations

  Year 7 & 8
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Health & Physical 
Education
Overview
The Physical Education program comprises the study 
of the actions performed in the sports, games and 
movement activities that are currently practised in 
our multicultural society. It emphasizes knowledge 
and attitudes as well as motor skills

Aims
• Use inquiry to explore Physical and Health 

Education concepts;

• Participate effectively in a variety of contexts;

• Understand the value of physical activity;

• Achieve and maintain a healthy lifestyle;

• Collaborate and communicate effectively;

• Build positive relationships and demonstrate 
social responsibility;

• Reflect on their learning experiences.

Units of Study 

Year 7 Health
• Bullying, mental health and wellbeing
• Online Safety
• Nutrition
• Relationships and sexuality (from a development 

perspective)

Year 8 Health
• Health benefits of being active
• Healthy decision making
• Drugs and Alcohol
• Valuing diversity and promoting inclusivity

Year 7 Physical Education
• Athletics
• Ultimate Frisbee
• SEPEP Netball
• Table Tennis
• Dance
• Yoga/gymnastics
• Touch football

Year 8 Physical Education
• Athletics
• SEPEP Soccer
• Volleyball
• Hockey
• Badminton
• Gymnastics
• Dance

Assessment Tasks
Assessment tasks used depend on the topic and the 
year level. A range of assessment tasks are used and 
include fitness tests, practical tests, posters, oral 
presentations and performance checklists.

Assessment Criteria
The following criteria are used in assessment. Note 
that not all criteria are used for every task. Not all 
criterion are necessarily assessed each semester. 

CRITERION A  Knowing & understanding
CRITERION B  Planning for performance 
CRITERION C  Applying & performing      
CRITERION D  Reflecting & improving performance

  Year 7 & 8
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Individuals 
& Societies
Overview
The study of Humanities (Individuals and Society) 
combines the following disciplines:

• History
• Geography
• Economics and Business
• Civics and Citizenship

The Humanities are the studies of human behaviour 
and interaction in social, cultural, environmental, 
economic and political contexts. The humanities and 
social sciences have a historical and contemporary 
focus, from personal to global contexts, and consider 
challenges for the future.

Aims
The aims of the Humanities program are to encourage 
the students to:
• think critically, solve problems, communicate 

effectively, make decisions and adapt to change;
• respond to issues;
• gain an understanding of the key historical, 

geographical, political, economic and societal 
factors involved, and how these different factors 
interrelate;

• gain a broad understanding of the world in which 
we live, and how people can participate as active 
and informed citizens with high-level skills needed 
for the 21st century.

Units of Study
In Humanities, a range of topics are required to be 
studied throughout Years 7-9 (full year). 
These topics may include:
Year 7
• Ancient China
• Ancient Rome
• Water in the World
• Place and liveability
• Government and democracy
• Laws and citizens
• Economics and business knowledge and 

understanding

Year 8
• Medieval Europe
• Japan under the Shoguns
• The Vikings
• Landforms and landscapes
• Changing nations
• Citizenship and diversity
• Economics and business skills

Assessment
Assessment Tasks
A range of assessment tasks are used, which include: 
presentations, essay tasks, empathy tasks, source 
analysis.

Assessment Criteria
The following criteria are used in assessment. Note 
that not all criteria are used for every task.

CRITERION A Knowledge & Understanding
CRITERION B Investigating       
CRITERION C Communicating   
CRITERION D Thinking Critically  

  Year 7 & 8
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Japanese: 
Language Acquisition
Overview
Japanese equips students with the ability to 
communicate with Japanese- speaking communities 
and is a gateway to understanding other cultures. 
Through their learning, students gain an understanding 
of how cultural concepts and practices affect how 
people see the world, interact and communicate with 
others.

The study of Japanese is an essential part of an 
understanding of Australia’s place in the world and 
gives a reference point to understand one’s own 
culture. The study of Japanese enables students to 
function in another culture and provides students 
with an international perspective. 

Aims
The aim of Japanese is to:
• Gain proficiency in an additional language while 

supporting maintenance of their mother tongue 
and cultural heritage;

• Develop a respect for and understand diverse 
linguistic and cultural heritage

• Develop communication skills necessary for 
further language learning

• Develop multiliteracy skills through the use of a 
range of learning tools

• Develop an appreciation of a variety of literacy 
and non-literary texts and to develop critical 
and creative techniques for comprehension and 
construction of meaning

• Recognise and use language as vehicle of 
thoughts, reflection, self-expression and learning 
in other subjects, and as a tool of enhancing 
literacy

• Understand the nature of language and process 
of language learning

• Offer insights into cultural characteristics of the 
communities and where the language is spoken

• Encourage an awareness and understanding of 
the perspectives of people from own and other 
cultures, leading to involvement and action in 
own and other communities;

• Foster curiosity, inquiry and life long interest, and 
enjoyment of, language learning. 

Units of Study
Topics may include:
Year 7
 Hiragana  Greetings
 Numbers  My self
 My family  My town
 Weekly routine
Year 8
 Katakana  Daily Routine
 Seasons   Transport
 Hobbies  Body parts
 School and School life 
 Special Occasions

Assessment Tasks
Speaking: 
Interviews, role plays, oral presentations
Writing: 
Narratives, descriptions, posters, brochures
Comprehension: 
Students are expected to read, listen to and view 
a variety of texts such as film, clips, magazines, 
stories, recordings of songs, talks and interviews

Assessment Criteria:
CRITERION A Comprehending spoken & visual text
CRITERION B Comprehending written & visual text
CRITERION C Comprehending in response to  
  spoken, written and/or visual text
CRITERION D Using language in spoken and/or  
  written form

  Year 7 & 8
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Mathematics
Overview 
The language of mathematics enables people to;
• describe and model events and situations
• provide a key to understanding the world in which 

we live
It is essential that students are equipped with a solid 
base of mathematical knowledge, related skills and 
attitudes to enable them to adapt as the need arises. 

The fundamental concepts of Middle School 
Mathematics include holistic learning, intercultural 
awareness, communication and the use of technology. 

Aims 
The aims of MYP mathematics are to encourage and 
enable students to: 

• Enjoy mathematics, develop curiosity and begin 
to appreciate its elegance and power 

• Develop an understanding of the principles and 
nature of mathematics 

• Communicate clearly and confidently in a variety 
of contexts 

• Develop logical, critical and creative thinking 
• Develop confidence, perseverance, and 

independence in mathematical thinking and 
problem-solving 

• Develop powers of generalization and 
abstraction 

• Apply and transfer skills to a wide range of real-
life situations, other areas of knowledge and 
future developments 

• Appreciate how developments in technology and 
mathematics have influenced each other 

• Appreciate the moral, social and ethical 
implications arising from the work of 
mathematicians and the applications of 
mathematics

• Appreciate the international dimension in 
mathematics through an awareness of the 
universality of mathematics and its multicultural 
and historical perspectives 

• Appreciate the contribution of mathematics to 
other areas of knowledge 

• Develop the knowledge, skills and attitudes 
necessary to pursue further studies in 
mathematics 

• Develop the ability to reflect critically upon their 
own work and the work of others.

Units Of Study

Ye
ar

 7

Number & 
Algebra

• Number and place value
• Real numbers
• Money and financial 

Mathematics
• Patterns and algebra, 
• Linear and non linear 

relationships

Measurement 
& Geometry

• Using units of 
measurement

• Shape
• Locations and 

transformation
• Geometric reasoning

Statistics & 
Probability

• Chance
• Data representation and 

interpretation

Ye
ar

 8

Number & 
Algebra

• Number and place value
• Real numbers
• Money and financial 

maths
• Patterns and algebra
• Linear and non-linear 

relationships

Measurement 
& Geometry

• Using units of 
measurement

• Geometric reasoning

Statistics & 
Probability

• Chance
• Data representation and 

interpretation

  Year 7 & 8
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Assessment Tasks
Assessment tasks vary depending on the year level 
and topic being studied. They may include tests, 
assignments, investigations, projects and oral 
presentations. 

Assessment Criteria
The following criteria are used in assessment. Note 
that not all criteria are used for each task. 

CRITERION A  Knowledge & Understanding 
CRITERION B  Investigating Patterns      
CRITERION C  Communicating               
CRITERION D  Applying Mathematics in Real-life  
  Contexts                        

Music
Overview
Music gives students access to musical experiences 
that allow for the development of thinking skills, 
intuitive skills, practical abilities, communication and 
the ability to relate to others. 
Engagement with existing and emerging music from 
the local community and from around the world 
allows students to understand the significance of 
music to the cultures of the world and, by engaging 
in practical work, to develop understanding of 
how the act of making music is a significant and 
universal aspect of human expression.

Aims
Participation in Music will enable students to: 
• Experience and develop curiosity, interest and 

enjoyment in their own creativity and that of 
others; 

• Explore their world through the processes of 
Music; 

• Acquire and develop skills needed for the 
creation of works; 

• Use the language, concepts and principles of 
Music; 

• Communicate their thoughts and ideas through 
Music; 

• Create works; 
• Reflect on, appreciate and evaluate their work 

and the work of others 

Units of Study
Areas of study may include but are not restricted to 
the following:
Year 7
• Class based woodwind and brass instrumental 

programme.  
• Instruments of the orchestra. 

  Year 7 & 8
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Year 8
• History of Rock and Roll Music
• Introduction to guitar, bass, keyboard and drums. 
• Pop Music
• Class ensemble
• Music Theory, appreciation and listening. 

Assessment Tasks
A range of assessment tasks are used to assess the 
core areas of Musical Appreciation, Music Theory 
and Music Performance.  
Tasks include presentations, research tasks, 
composition and arranging exercises, solo and 
ensemble performances and the documentation of 
various ideas, thoughts, processes and reflections 
through the use of the Arts Process Journal. 

Assessment Criteria 
CRITERION A: Knowing & understanding 
CRITERION B: Developing skills
CRITERION C: Thinking creatively
CRITERION D: Responding

Instrumental Programme
Encounter Lutheran College offers tuition to Middle 
School students by professional and experienced 
musicians in a wide range of musical instruments.

Instruments taught include: 
 Piano   Keyboard 
 Acoustic Voice  Guitar  
 Drums   Electric Guitar
 Bass Guitar  Clarinet 
 Flute   Saxophone 
 Trumpet   Trombone
 Violin   Viola 
Lessons are thirty minutes in duration and are 
conducted at school during the day, generally on a 
rotational basis where possible so that students do 
not miss the same subject lesson each week.  Set 
times can be negotiated for senior students out of 
class time.

Individual lessons are recommended for all 
instruments. Paired or small group lessons are also 
available for some instruments. 

Fees for individual tuition lessons and group lessons 
(2-3 students) are advised at the beginning of the 
school year. 

Students are expected to practise regularly. 
Recommended times vary according to year level and 
advice may be sought from the relevant instrumental 
and classroom music teachers. Students wishing 
to continue their study of classroom music into the 
Senior School should practice for 30 minutes each 
day. 

Encounter Lutheran College can assist parents with 
the hire of instruments if required. 

All students are encouraged to join one of the 
following ensembles:

• Middle School Vocal Group

• Middle School Concert Band

• Middle School Rock Band 

• Participation in College Musical

  Year 7 & 8
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Science
Overview
Science is a compulsory subject from Year 7 - 9.

Science is taught as a single subject and explores the 
disciplines of 
• Biology
• Chemistry
• Physics
• Earth Sciences

Aims
The aims of MYP sciences are to encourage and 
enable students to:
• Understand and appreciate science and its 

implications
• Consider science as a human endeavour with 

benefits and limitations
• Cultivate analytical, inquiring and flexible minds 

that pose questions, solve problems, construct 
explanations and judge arguments

• Develop skills to design and perform 
investigations, evaluate evidence and reach 
conclusions

• Build an awareness of the need to effectively 
collaborate and communicate

• Apply language skills and knowledge in a variety 
of real-life contexts

• Develop sensitivity towards the living and non-
living environments

• Reflect on learning experiences and make 
informed choices.

Units of Study
Areas of study may include:
Year 7
• Classification
• Ecosystems
• Forces and simple Machines

  Year 7 & 8

• Earth’s Resources
• Earth and Space
• Mixing and Separating

Year 8
• Chemical Change
• Rocks
• Elements, compounds and Mixtures
• Energy
• Forensic Science
• Cells
• Living Systems

Assessment Tasks
A range of assessment tasks are used including: 
research assignments, essays, practical and theory 
tests, oral presentations, investigation designs and 
practical reports.

Assessment Criteria 
The following criteria are used in assessment. Note 
that not all criteria are used for every task.

CRITERION A  Knowing and Understanding 
CRITERION B  Inquiring and Designing 
CRITERION C  Processing and Evaluating 
CRITERION D  Reflecting on the impacts of Science 
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Visual Arts
Overview
The Study of Art:
• nurtures creativity and inventiveness. 
• develops self-esteem, self-discipline, co-

operation, and self-motivation.
• helps students to acquire the necessary tools 

for understanding human experience, adapting 
to and respecting others’ ways of working and 
thinking, developing creative problem-solving 
skills, and communicating thoughts and ideas in 
a variety of ways.

• gives students a window to the rich and interesting 
world around them, teaching them about their 
own history and culture, as well as those of others

Aims
The aims of the Art program are to encourage the 
students to:
• experience and develop curiosity, interest and 

enjoyment in their own creativity and that of 
others’

• explore through the processes of Visual Art.
• acquire and develop skills needed for the creation 

of Visual Art work
• use the language, concepts and principles of 

Visual Arts
• communicate their thoughts and ideas through 

Visual Arts
• create Visual Art work
• reflect on, appreciate and evaluate their artwork 

and the artwork of others
• develop receptiveness to Visual Art forms from 

across time, place and cultures, and perceive the 
significance of these art forms as an integral part 
of life

• connect more deeply to the world and open them 
to new ways of seeing.

Units of Study
Visual Art is a one semester subject in Years 7-9.
Areas of study may include but are not restricted to 
the following: 

Year 7
• Aboriginal Art
• Mexican Tiles
• Mexican Sugar Skull designs
Year 8
• Japanese Art: Tsuba, Hanko, Ukiyo e lino cuts
• Chinese Art: Ah Xiang. 
Line, shape, tone, form, space, colour and texture 
are taught throughout the semester either as specific 
lessons or embedded in the units above. 

Research and word processing skills are also 
integrated into the courses.

Assessment Tasks
A range of assessment tasks are used which include: 
painting, drawing, printmaking, carving, journal 
entries, and ICT skills (digital image manipulation).

Assessment Criteria
The following criteria are used in assessment.Note 
that not all criteria are used for every task.
CRITERION A   Knowing & Understanding   
CRITERION B   Developing Skills     
CRITERION C   Thinking Creatively
CRITERION D   Responding      

  Year 7 & 8
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                       Year 9    
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In Year 9, all students study a common course of core subjects:
• Christian Studies

• English (Language and Literature)

• Health & Physical Education 

• Individuals & Societies 

• Japanese (Language Acquisition)

• Mathematics 

• Science 

In years 4 and 5 of the Middle Years Programme (MYP) (which is Year 9 and 10), the MYP offers students the 
opportunity to engage in a more individualised pathway. 

The College offers students the opportunity over the period of two years to elect up to 8 different subjects.

In Year 9, students may choose from the following electives:  
• The Arts: Music

• The Arts: Visual Art

• The Arts: Dance

• The Arts: Drama

• Design: Wood Technology

• Design: Food Technology

• Design: Communication Products

• Enrichment: CREST (SACE Research Practices) 

• Physical Education: Sports Science (compulsory for Elite Athletes)

Year 9
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Christian Studies 

Overview
Christian Studies provides a safe and supportive 
context in which students can reflect on their 
experiences of the world and on their own beliefs 
and spirituality.  The Christian Studies classroom is 
a place where: 
• teaching and learning occurs in a supportive, 

inclusive and safe environment 
• learners are engaged in intellectually challenging 

experiences that actively involve them in journeys 
of inquiry and constructing their own meanings.

The pedagogical approach in Christian Studies makes 
learning personally relevant, creates deep thinking 
and brings students to a place where they act on 
the challenges, values and beliefs communicated in 
the theology of the framework. A significant aspect 
of learning involves developing religious literacy 
which gives students theological and philosophical 
frameworks for what it means to be human and 
provides them with opportunities and means to make 
life choices. A person is religiously literate when 
he/she can make sense of and engage with texts, 
practices and beliefs of a religious tradition. Being 
religiously literate enables people to access and 
communicate their experience of spirituality.  

Aims
In Christian Studies, students are:        
• challenged to think critically and laterally about 

increasingly complex issues
• given a range strategies to solve problems
• stimulated to think in different ways
• able to respond in a multiplicity of ways
• given opportunities to be still and reflect
• engaged in meaningful debate 
• stimulated to think in new ways 
• encouraged to interact with a range of people, 

data and media 

• shown how to make coherent links with prior 
learning and experiences 

• provided opportunity to listen and are genuinely 
listened to 

• encouraged to share their growing 
understanding 

• provided opportunities to be still and reflect 
• encouraged to embrace the new and different 

with thought, creativity and respect 
• able to respond in a multiplicity of ways 
• encouraged to make meaningful connections 

between learning and their experience of the 
world

Units of Study
In Christian Studies, a range of topics are studied 
throughout the year. 

These topics may include:
• Your Story 
• Relationships 
• Family structures 
• Rites of passage 
• Stillness, silence and prayer 
• Risk taking

Assessment
A range of assessment tasks are used, which include: 
presentations, essay tasks, empathy tasks, and class 
debates.

The following criteria are used in assessment. Note 
that not all criteria are used for every task.

CRITERION A Knowledge and Understanding
CRITERION B Investigating
CRITERION C Communicating
CRITERION D Thinking Critically

 Core Subjects:  Year 9
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English: 
Language & Literature
Overview 
English is a full year course. The study of English has 
three important functions:

• as the main language of teaching and learning 
across the Areas of Learning at the College;

• as the means of personal and interpersonal 
communication;

• as a means of transmitting and understanding 
different cultural values and perspectives.

Aims
The aims of the English program are to encourage the 
students to:

• use language with enjoyment as a vehicle for 
thought, creativity, learning and self-expression;

• respond appropriately to a variety of texts;
• gain deeper understanding of human nature, of 

oneself and others;
• develop a critical approach to literature;
• develop an understanding of the relationship 

between audience, purpose, form, context and 
language;

• comprehend more clearly aspects of one’s own 
culture and those of other people’s cultures;

• develop wide reading for enjoyment.

Units Of Study
As English is a developmental subject, each of the 
following units is visited in each year level but with an 
ever increasing degree of complexity. 

Written 
Expression

persuasive         argumentative
procedural         reflective
critical                creative
narrative            personal
recount              public speaking
debates             oral presentations

Oral 
Expression

• public speaking
• debates
• oral presentations

Poetry

• reading, understanding and 
analysing a variety of styles

• exploring different purposes 
• poetic devices
• writing poetry

Visual/
Media Texts

• Graphic Novels and Comic
• Newspapers
• Documentaries
• TV Shows
• Advertising
• Magazines

Literary 
Texts

• Understanding texts
• Responding critically and 

personally to texts
*Students will respond to a range of literature including novels, 
drama texts and films. Teachers will select from a range of genres, 
and students will study both Australian literature, and world texts 
representing views from a variety of cultures.

Spelling, vocabulary and grammar are taught 
throughout the year either as specific lessons or 
embedded in the units. Research and word processing 
skills are also integrated into the courses.

Assessment Tasks
A range of assessment tasks are used which include: 
written text responses, journal entries, essay writing, 
newspaper/magazine articles, critical reading, poetry 
analysis and writing, creative writing, reports, oral 
presentations, writing for various purposes, and 
creating texts using a range of ICTs.

Assessment Criteria
The following criteria are used in assessment. Note 
that not all criteria are used for every task.
CRITERION A Analysing    
CRITERION B Organising 
CRITERION C Producing Text
CRITERION D Using Language

 Core Subjects:  Year 9
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Health & Physical 
Education
Overview
The Physical Education program comprises the study 
of the actions performed in the sports and games 
and movement activities that are currently practised 
in our multicultural society. It emphasizes knowledge 
and attitudes as well as motor skills.

Aims
• Use inquiry to explore Physical and Health 

Education concepts;

• Participate effectively in a variety of contexts;

• Understand the value of physical activity;

• Achieve and maintain a healthy lifestyle;

• Collaborate and communicate effectively;

• Build positive relationships and demonstrate 
social responsibility;

• Reflect on their learning experiences.

Units of Study: 

Health
• Relationships and sexuality

• Mental health and wellbeing

• Health benefits of physical activity

• Food and Nutrition

Physical Education
• Athletics

• SEPEP Basketball

• Lacrosse

• Fitness training

• Outdoor Education

• Pilates

Assessment Tasks
Assessment tasks used depend on the topic and the 
year level. A range of assessment tasks are used and 
include fitness tests, practical tests, posters, oral 
presentations, performance checklists.

Assessment Criteria
The following criteria are used in assessment. Note 
that not all criteria are used for every task. Not all 
criterion are necessarily assessed each semester. 

CRITERION A Knowing & understanding
CRITERION B Planning for performance 
CRITERION C Applying & performing      
CRITERION D Reflecting & improving performance

 Core Subjects:  Year 9
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Individuals    
& Societies
Overview
The study of Humanities (Individuals and Society) 
combines the following disciplines:

• History
• Geography
• Economics and Business
• Civics and Citizenship

The Humanities are the studies of human behaviour 
and interaction in social, cultural, environmental, 
economic and political contexts. The humanities and 
social sciences have a historical and contemporary 
focus, from personal to global contexts, and consider 
challenges for the future.

Aims
The aims of the Humanities program are to encourage 
the students to:
• think critically, solve problems, communicate 

effectively, make decisions and adapt to change;
• respond to issues;
• gain an understanding of the key historical, 

geographical, political, economic and societal 
factors involved, and how these different factors 
interrelate;

• gain a broad understanding of the world in which 
we live, and how people can participate as active 
and informed citizens with high-level skills needed 
for the 21st century.

Units of Study
In Humanities a range of topics are required to be 
studied throughout Years 7-9 (full year). These topics 
may include:

• The Industrial Revolution
• Making a Nation (Australia)
• World War 1
• Biomes and food security

Assessment
Assessment Tasks
A range of assessment tasks are used, which include: 
presentations, essay tasks, empathy tasks, source 
analysis.

Assessment Criteria
The following criteria are used in assessment. Note 
that not all criteria are used for every task.

CRITERION A Knowledge & Understanding
CRITERION  B Investigating       
CRITERION C Communicating   
CRITERION D Thinking Critically  

 Core Subjects:  Year 9
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Japanese: 
Language Acquisition
Overview
Japanese equips students with the ability to 
communicate with Japanese-speaking communities 
and is a gateway to understanding other cultures. 
Through their learning, students gain an understanding 
of how cultural concepts and practices affect how 
people see the world, interact and communicate with 
others.

The study of Japanese is an essential part of an 
understanding of Australia’s place in the world and 
gives a reference point to understand one’s own 
culture. The study of Japanese enables students to 
function in another culture and provides students 
with an international perspective. 

Aims
The aim of Japanese is to:
• Gain proficiency in an additional language while 

supporting maintenance of their mother tongue 
and cultural heritage

• Develop a respect for and understand diverse 
linguistic and cultural heritage

• Develop communication skills necessary for 
further language learning

• Develop multiliteracy skills through the use of a 
range of learning tools

• Develop an appreciation of a variety of literacy 
and non-literary texts and to develop critical 
and creative techniques for comprehension and 
construction of meaning

• Recognise and use language as vehicle of 
thoughts, reflection, self-expression and learning 
in other subjects, and as a tool of enhancing 
literacy

• Understand the nature of language and process 
of language learning

• Offer insights into cultural characteristics of the 
communities and where the language is spoken

• Encourage an awareness and understanding of 
the perspectives of people from own and other 
cultures, leading to involvement and action in 
own and other communities

• Foster curiosity, inquiry and life long interest, and 
enjoyment of, language learning. 

Units of Study
Topics may include:
• Milestones and growing up
• Te-forms
• Food
• Shopping
• Invitations

Assessment Tasks
Speaking: 
Interviews, role plays, oral presentations

Writing: 
Narratives, descriptions, posters, brochures

Comprehension: 
Students are expected to read, listen to and view a 
variety of texts such as film, clips, magazines, stories, 
recordings of songs, talks and interviews

Assessment Criteria:
CRITERION A Comprehending spoken & visual text
CRITERION B Comprehending written & visual text
CRITERION C Comprehending in response to  
  spoken, written and/or visual text
CRITERION D Using language in spoken and/or  
  written form

 Core Subjects:  Year 9
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Mathematics
Overview 
The language of mathematics enables people to:

• describe and model events and situations
• provide a key to understanding the world in which 

we live.
It is essential that students are equipped with a solid 
base of mathematical knowledge, related skills and 
attitudes to enable them to adapt as the need arises. 

The fundamental concepts of Middle School 
Mathematics include holistic learning, intercultural 
awareness, communication and the use of technology. 

Aims 
The aims of MYP mathematics are to encourage and 
enable students to: 

• Enjoy mathematics, develop curiosity and begin 
to appreciate its elegance and power 

• Develop an understanding of the principles and 
nature of mathematics 

• Communicate clearly and confidently in a variety 
of contexts 

• Develop logical, critical and creative thinking 
• Develop confidence, perseverance, and 

independence in mathematical thinking and 
problem-solving 

• Develop powers of generalization and 
abstraction 

• Apply and transfer skills to a wide range of real-
life situations, other areas of knowledge and 
future developments 

• Appreciate how developments in technology and 
mathematics have influenced each other 

• Appreciate the moral, social and ethical 
implications arising from the work of 
mathematicians and the applications of 
mathematics

• Appreciate the international dimension in 
mathematics through an awareness of the 
universality of mathematics and its multicultural 
and historical perspectives 

• Appreciate the contribution of mathematics to 
other areas of knowledge 

• Develop the knowledge, skills and attitudes 
necessary to pursue further studies in 
mathematics 

• Develop the ability to reflect critically upon their 
own work and the work of others.

Units Of Study

Number & 
Algebra

• Real numbers
• Money and financial maths 
• Patterns and algebra 
• Linear and non-linear 

relationships

Measurement 
& Geometry

• Using units of measurement 
geometric reasoning

• Pythagoras and trigonometry

Statistics & 
Probability

• Chance 
• Data representation and 

interpretation

Assessment Tasks
Assessment tasks vary depending on the year level 
and topic being studied. They may include tests, 
assignments, investigations, projects and oral 
presentations. 

Assessment Criteria
The following criteria are used in assessment. Note 
that not all criteria are used for each task. 

CRITERION A  Knowledge & Understanding 
CRITERION B  Investigating Patterns      
CRITERION C  Communicating               
CRITERION D  Applying Mathematics in Real-life  
  Contexts 

 Core Subjects:  Year 9
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Science
Overview
Science is a compulsory subject from Year 7 to Year 9 
at Encounter Lutheran College.

Science is taught as a single subject and explores the 
disciplines of 

• Biology
• Chemistry
• Physics
• Earth Sciences

Aims
The aims of MYP sciences are to encourage and 
enable students to:

• Understand and appreciate science and its 
implications

• Consider science as a human endeavour with 
benefits and limitations

• Cultivate analytical, inquiring and flexible minds 
that pose questions, solve problems, construct 
explanations and judge arguments

• Develop skills to design and perform 
investigations, evaluate evidence and reach 
conclusions

• Build an awareness of the need to effectively 
collaborate and communicate

• Apply language skills and knowledge in a variety 
of real-life contexts

• Develop sensitivity towards the living and non-
living environments

• Reflect on learning experiences and make 
informed choices.

Units of Study
• Atoms and Atomic structure
• Energy transfer
• Body Coordination
• Plate tectonics

 Core Subjects:  Year 9

• Elements and Ions
• Reaction types
• Electricity

Assessment Tasks
A range of assessment tasks are used including: 
research assignments, essays, practical and theory 
tests, oral presentations, investigation designs and 
practical reports.

Assessment Criteria 
The following criteria are used in assessment. Note 
that not all criteria are used for every task.

CRITERION A  Knowing and Understanding 
CRITERION B  Inquiring and Designing 
CRITERION C  Processing and Evaluating 
CRITERION D  Reflecting on the impacts of Science 



34    |

Looks like school, feels like home...

The Arts: Dance
Overview
Dance may be studied for one or two semesters.

Dance at Year 9 and 10 has a practical focus and 
provides students with an opportunity to study a 
range of contemporary dance techniques and styles. 
Students study dance as a performing art and learn 
to appreciate dance as part of the local and global 
arts industry.

Students develop technical dance skills through 
structured dance classes and apply these skills in 
composition and performance components. The 
study of composition allows students to express 
ideas through movement, working both individually 
and collaboratively. 

Performance opportunities will be provided 
throughout the course, allowing students to gain an 
understanding of the process of creating a work and 
an insight into the development of a school production 
or performance. 

Students will reflect on historical and contemporary 
development of dance issues through theoretical 
analysis and the in-depth study of various 
choreographic works.

 Elective Subjects:  Year 9
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The Arts: Drama 
Overview
Drama may be studied for one semester. 

Drama in the MYP engages students in an 
active relationship with theatre and encourages 
autonomous learning and exploration. It encourages 
the growth of creative, reflective and communication 
skills through practical work. 

Emphasis is placed on the artistic process and 
the students’ understanding of this process as an 
essential component to their artistic development 
through continuous investigation, planning, goal 
setting, rehearsing, performing, reflection and 
evaluation.

Aims
The aims of Drama are to encourage and enable 
students to:

• Experience and develop curiosity, interest and 
enjoyment in their own creativity and that of 
others; 

• Acquire and develop skills needed for the 
creation of works; 

• Create works; 
• Reflect on, appreciate and evaluate their work 

and the work of others; 
• Develop receptiveness to drama forms across 

time, place and cultures, and perceive the 
significance of these forms as an integral part of 
life. 

Units of Study
In Drama, a range of topics are studied throughout 
the year. 

These topics may include:
• Improvisation
• Creating Theatre 

This course provides an introduction to Drama 
covering topics such as tableau, mime, improvisation, 
character development and script writing. 

Through a wide range of games, theatre sports, 
activities and small performance-based tasks; 
students have the opportunity to develop skills in 
focus, concentration, confidence, cooperation and 
performance.  
Students will explore communicating through the 
language of space, movement, voice and gesture.  
Working collaboratively in groups is a key aim of drama 
and students will develop cooperative ensemble skills 
to solve problems creatively.  
Students will combine their skills to create and perform 
an end of semester play for public performance. 
Students will reflect and evaluate their own 
performances and performances of others through 
the use of a Developmental Workbook. 

Assessment
CRITERION A Knowledge & Understanding  
CRITERION B Developing Skills    
CRITERION C Thinking Creatively
CRITERION D Responding           

 Elective Subjects:  Year 9
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The Arts: Music
Overview
Music should be studied for two semesters. 

Music gives students access to musical experiences 
that allow for the development of thinking skills, 
intuitive skills, practical abilities, communication and 
the ability to relate to others. 

Engagement with existing and emerging music from 
the local community and from around the world 
allows students to understand the significance of 
music to the cultures of the world and, by engaging 
in practical work, to develop understanding of how 
the act of making music is a significant and universal 
aspect of human expression.

Aims
Participation in Music will enable students to: 
• Experience and develop curiosity, interest and 

enjoyment in their own creativity and that of 
others; 

• Explore their world through the processes of 
Music; 

• Acquire and develop skills needed for the creation 
of works; 

• Use the language, concepts and principles of 
Music; 

• Communicate their thoughts and ideas through 
Music; 

• Create works; 
• Reflect on, appreciate and evaluate their work 

and the work of others 

Units of Study
Areas of study may include but are not restricted to 
the following:

• The elements of music
• Film music (with a focus on Garage Band as a tool 

for composition)
• World Music
• Class ensemble
• Music theory, appreciation and listening

Assessment Tasks
A range of assessment tasks are used to assess the 
core areas of Musical Appreciation, Music Theory and 
Music Performance.  

Tasks include presentations, research tasks, 
composition and arranging exercises, solo and 
ensemble performances and the documentation of 
various ideas, thoughts, processes and reflections 
through the use of the Arts Process Journal. 

Assessment Criteria 
CRITERION A Knowing & understanding 
CRITERION B Developing skills
CRITERION C Thinking creatively
CRITERION D Responding

 Elective Subjects:  Year 9



|    37

Instrumental Programme
Encounter Lutheran College offers tuition to Middle 
School students by professional and experienced 
musicians in a wide range of musical instruments.

Instruments taught include: 

• Piano  
• Keyboard 
• Acoustic Voice
• Guitar  
• Drums  
• Electric Guitar
• Bass Guitar 
• Clarinet 
• Flute
• Saxophone 
• Trumpet 
• Trombone
• Violin  
• Viola 
Lessons are thirty minutes in duration and are 
conducted at school during the day, generally on a 
rotational basis where possible so that students do 
not miss the same subject lesson each week.  Set 
times can be negotiated for senior students out of 
class time.

Individual lessons are recommended for all 
instruments. Paired or small group lessons are also 
available for some instruments. 

Fees for individual tuition lessons and group lessons 
(2-3 students) are advised at the beginning of the 
school year. 

Students are expected to practise regularly. 
Recommended times vary according to year level and 
advice may be sought from the relevant instrumental 
and classroom music teachers. Students wishing 
to continue their study of classroom music into                  
the Senior School should practice for 30 minutes 
each day. 

 Elective Subjects:  Year 9

Encounter Lutheran College can assist parents with 
the hire of instruments if required. 

All students are encouraged to join one of the 
following ensembles:

• Middle School Vocal Group
• Middle School Concert Band
• Middle School Rock Band 
• Participation in College Musical
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The Arts: Visual Art

Overview
Art may be studied for one or two semesters. 

The Study of Art:

• nurtures creativity and inventiveness. 

• develops self-esteem, self-discipline, 
cooperation, and self-motivation.

• helps students to acquire the necessary tools 
for understanding human experience, adapting 
to and respecting others’ ways of working and 
thinking, developing creative problem-solving 
skills, and communicating thoughts and ideas in 
a variety of ways.

• gives students a window to the rich and 
interesting world around them, teaching them 
about their own history and culture, as well as 
those of others

Aims
The aims of the Art program are to encourage the 
students to:

• experience and develop curiosity, interest and 
enjoyment in their own creativity and that of 
others’.

• explore through the processes of Visual Art.
• acquire and develop skills needed for the 

creation of Visual Art work.
• use the language, concepts and principles of 

Visual Arts.
• communicate their thoughts and ideas through 

Visual Arts.
• create Visual Art work.
• reflect on, appreciate and evaluate their artwork 

and the artwork of others.

• develop receptiveness to Visual Art forms from 
across time, place and cultures, and perceive 
the significance of these art forms as an integral 
part of life.

• connect more deeply to the world and open 
them to new ways of seeing.

Units of Study
Visual Art is a one semester subject in Year 9.

Areas of study may include but are not restricted to 
the following: 

• Industrial Revolution: Botanical Art and William 
Morris

• Australian History: Goldrush - Perspective 
drawing and relief carving

Line, shape, tone, form, space, colour and texture 
are taught throughout the semester either as specific 
lessons or embedded in the units above. 

Research and word processing skills are also 
integrated into the courses.

Assessment Tasks
A range of assessment tasks are used which include: 
painting, drawing, printmaking, carving, journal 
entries, and ICT skills (digital image manipulation).

Assessment Criteria
The following criteria are used in assessment. Note 
that not all criteria are used for every task.

CRITERION A   Knowing & Understanding   
CRITERION B   Developing Skills     
CRITERION C   Thinking Creatively
CRITERION D   Responding      

 Elective Subjects:  Year 9
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Design: 

Overview
Design in the Middle Years Program consists of Food 
Technology, Wood Technology  and Communications  
Products.

•	 Year	7	and	8 students complete a semester of 
Design: Wood Technology

•	 Year	9	students complete a semester each of 
Design: Food Technology and Design: Wood 
Technology

•	 Year	10 Students have the option to elect 
Design: Food Technology and Design: Wood 
Technology and Design: Communication 
Products.

Design is the link between innovation and creativity, 
taking thoughts and exploring the possibilities 
and constraints associated with products or 
systems, allowing them to redefine and manage the 
generation of further thought through prototyping, 
experimentation and adaptation. It is human-centred 
and focuses on the needs, wants and limitations of 
the end user.

Inquiry and problem solving is at the heart of Design. 
MYP design requires the use of the design cycle 
as a tool, which provides the methodology used to 
structure the inquiry and analysis of problems, the 
development of feasible solutions, the creation of 
solutions, and the testing and evaluation of the 
solution. In MYP design, a solution can be defined as 
a model, prototype, product or system that students 
have developed and created independently. 

Aims 
The aims of MYP Design are to: 
• enjoy the design process, develop an 

appreciation of its elegance and power 
• develop knowledge, understanding and skills 

from different disciplines to design and create 
solutions to problems using the design cycle 

• use and apply technology effectively as a 
means to access, process and communicate 
information, model and create solutions, and to 
solve problems 

• develop an appreciation of the impact of 
design innovations for life, global society and 
environments 

• appreciate past, present and emerging design 
within cultural, political, social, historical and 
environmental contexts 

• act with integrity and honesty, taking 
responsibility for actions and develop effective 
and safe work practices within the design 
environment. 

• develop respect for others’ viewpoints and 
appreciate alternative solutions to problems 

• act with integrity and honesty, taking 
responsibility for their own actions 

• develop effective and safe working practices 
within the design environment.

Design in the Middle Years Program helps to develop 
and foster creative thinking through investigating, 
designing, planning, creating and the evaluation of 
products.  

Assessment Tasks
Over each course a range of assessment tasks are 
used. These include research assignments, written 
and oral presentations, practical participation 
and practical skills, work reports and analysis, 
cooperative learning, note taking, time and materials 
management.

 Elective Subjects:  Year 9
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Design:
Wood Technology 

Wood Technology may be studied for one or two 
semesters. 

Students design and create products or systems that 
meet a design brief, and develop the knowledge and 
skills associated with using different processes and 
production techniques. They combine their designing 
and creating skills with knowledge and understanding 
of materials, information, and equipment to make high-
quality products for intended purposes. They analyse 
the impact of technological practices and products of 
individuals, society, and/or the environment now, and 
develop insights into the uses of technology in future 
contexts.

Units of Study
This focus area involves the use of a diverse range of 
manufacturing technologies such as tools, machines, 
equipment, and/or systems to design and make 
products out of various timbers.

Design: 
Food Technology

Food Technology may be studied for one or two 
semesters.

Units of Study
Topics may include:

• Introduction to Food by Design and the design 
process

• Explore the basic skills and processes required 
in a kitchen

• Adhere to Standard 3.2.2 Food Safety Practices 
and General Requirements

• Investigate packaging materials and techniques 
and analyse against the Australian Food 
Standards (FSANZ)

• Research a variety of dietary and health 
requirements, developing and creating a meal 
plan to suit specific needs.

• Development and making of food products 
• Testing and evaluating food products

Assessment Criteria 
The following criteria are used in assessment in 
Design Technology. Note that not all criteria are used 
for each task. 

CRITERION A   Inquiring & analysing

CRITERION B   Developing ideas     

CRITERION C   Creating the solution

CRITERION D   Evaluating

 Elective Subjects:  Year 9



|    41

Examples of Wood Technology projects include:

• Building and construction
• Timber and timber products
• Up-cycling
• CO2 Dragsters
• CAD/CAM (Computer Aided Design/Computer 

Aided Manufacturing)

Assessment Criteria 
The following criteria are used in assessment: in 
Design Technology. Note that not all criteria are used 
for each task.

CRITERION A   Inquiring & analysing 

CRITERION B   Developing ideas       

CRITERION C   Creating the solution

CRITERION D   Evaluating

Design:
Communication Products
Communication Products may be studied for one or 
two semesters. 

Students design and create products or systems that 
meet a design brief, and  develop the knowledge and 
skills associated with using different processes and 
production techniques. They combine their designing 
and creating skills with knowledge and understanding 
of materials, information, and equipment to make high-
quality products for intended purposes. They analyse 
the impact of technological practices and products of 
individuals, society, and/or the environment now, and 
develop insights into the uses of technology in future 
contexts.

Units of Study 
This focus area involves the use of materials such 
as symbols, signs, behaviour, light, images or other 
data to design and make products that communicate 
information.  

Examples of Communication Technology assessment 
projects include:

• Logo design
• Photography
• Multimedia
• CAD/CAM (Computer Aided Design/Computer 

Aided Manufacturing)

Assessment Criteria 
The following criteria are used in assessment in 
design Technology. Note that not all criteria are used 
for each task. 

CRITERION A    Inquiring & analysing
CRITERION B Developing ideas 
CRITERION C Creating the solution
CRITERION D Evaluating

 Elective Subjects:  Year 9
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Enrichment:
CREST 
CREST may be studied for one semester.

CREST (SACE Research Practices) takes the form 
of Research Practices in the Year 9 and 10 elective 
line. This subject enables students to explore the 
knowledge, skills, and understanding that students 
are expected to develop and demonstrate through 
their learning and beyond.

In this subject, students will:
1. demonstrate knowledge and understanding of 

the purpose of research 
2. demonstrate knowledge and understanding of 

research approaches
3. develop specific research skills 
4. consider the appropriateness, uses, and 

limitations of specific sources 
5. interpret and analyse information and data.

The subject will allow students to develop their 
capability for critical and creative thinking by:
• thinking critically, logically, ethically, and 

reflectively
• learning and applying new knowledge and skills

• accessing, organising, using, and evaluating 
information

• posing questions and identifying and clarifying 
information and ideas

• developing knowledge and understanding of a 
range of research processes

• understanding the nature of innovation
• recognising how knowledge changes over time 

and is influenced by people
• exploring and experiencing creative processes 

and practices 
• designing features that are fit for function (e.g. 

physical, virtual, or textual)
• investigating the place of creativity in learning, 

the workplace, and community life
• examining the nature of entrepreneurial 

enterprise
• reflecting on, adjusting, and explaining their 

thinking, and identifying the reasons for choices, 
strategies, and actions taken.

Students will receive 10 Stage 1 SACE credits 
upon the successful completion of this topic. 

 Elective Subjects:  Year 9



|    43

Physical Education:
Sports Science
(Compulsory for Elite Athletes) 

Overview 
Sports Science may be studied for one or two 
semesters. 

This course is designed to consolidate students’ 
understanding of human anatomy and extend their 
knowledge and understanding of the physiological 
processes that affect humans’ ability to perform 
physical activity. It also provides students with 
opportunities to conduct and analyse a range of 
fitness tests. 

Students will study the components of the circulatory 
and respiratory systems, along with the different 
energy systems and biomechanics of human 
movement. 

They will explore

• the inter-relationships between body systems, 

• the importance of nutrition and hydration in 
recovery, 

• measurement and evaluation of physical fitness, 

• the components of fitness

• and the validity and reliability of these tests. 

The theoretical components of the course will be 
explored and applied within a selection of sports and 
activities.

 Elective Subjects:  Year 9
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