
 

 

What’s ON! 
 

Week 10 Term 1 

Monday 2nd April 

 Easter Monday 

Tuesday 3rd April 

 Junior School Swimming : 

      Receptions, Yr 1V, Yr 3F&J, Yr 5R 

Wednesday 4th April  

 Junior School Swimming : 

   Receptions, Yr 1V, Yr 3F&J, Yr 5R 

Friday 6th April  

  Shine - Year 2 Williams 

  SASSSA Athletics - Santos Stadium 

 Class of 2018 - Year 12 Formal  

    6pm Eat@Whalers 

   ——————————————————— 

Week 11 Term 1 

Monday 9th April    

Receptions, Yr 1V, Yr 3F&J, Yr 5R 

 Year 2 Adelaide Zoo Excursion 

 Year 6 Camp - Wirraway 

Tuesday 10th April 

 Junior School Swimming : 

   Receptions, Yr 1V, Yr 3F&J, Yr 5R 

 Year 6 Camp - Wirraway 

 Year 11 Street Smart 2018 - Adelaide 

Wednesday 11th April 

  Year 6 Camp - Wirraway  

Thursday 12th April 

 Last day of Term 1 - Casual Day 

 Shine Closing Service 2.30pm 

 Parent/Teacher Interviews 3.45pm - 8pm 

Friday 13th April 

 Student Free Day  

 Parent/Teacher Interviews 8.30am - 4pm     

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
 

Although my fortnightly Newsletter insight usually connects to something 

Encounter or education related, given Easter is on the horizon it’s well 

and truly warranted to focus on that. 

As a Lutheran and Christian school we have a precious privilege of  

being able to openly share the good news of Jesus’ life and love with 

our community.  Yet most people can appreciate and enjoy the  

wonders of Easter eggs and hot cross buns, the true message of Jesus’ 

sacrifice and love is something that I hope resonates with all of us in 

some way. 

We often talk about hope in a very generic or superficial manner but the 

true message of hope that is promised to us on Easter Sunday is a gift we 

can all grasp as we look forward to a relaxed long weekend with our 

families. 

See you next Tuesday. 

God’s Blessings 

Kelvin 
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Dear Parents, 

It's been another productive fortnight which started in 

a rather different way than usual, with a trip to  

Brisbane.  This is an annual Leadership event and allows 

some precious time for the leadership team to be  

involved in some strategic, deep thinking around best 

practice and future directions for the College.  As well 

as time to plan together, we also spent some time  

visiting schools who are doing some pretty innovative 

things.  This year we visited St Paul's School and Living 

Faith.   

St Pauls School has become well known for their 

'Realms of Thinking' program which seeks to help  

students  

become innovative thinkers, from starting businesses  

before they graduate to applying design thinking to a 

range of real-world problems through collaboration 

with others.  

We also visited another Lutheran School - Living Faith, 

who were the recipients of 2017's ‘Innovative Schools’ 

award.  As well as talking to leaders there, we spent 

time in classrooms that have been redesigned to  

reflect agile learning spaces specifically designed to 

promote student engagement.  Needless to say, we 

left filled with many ideas to further enrich the learning 

of our students here at Encounter.  

This last fortnight, students in the Junior School have  

continued to be actively engaged with various parts of 

the curriculum, with many classes undertaking their  

annual swimming and water safety program.  

Students from Reception also participated in a 

'celebration day' as part of their Wonders of the World 

program. This program is such a fantastic transition to  

learning a second language (which they commence 

learning in Year 1), and enables our Reception children 

to explore the genuine connections that families have 

with cultures and people around the world.   This year's 

'celebration day' carried a Finnish flavour.  Be sure to 

check out Encounter's Facebook page to see more. 

Every blessing for Easter.  May 

you be able to pause and 

reflect on the ultimate  

sacrifice Jesus paid for all of 

us through his death on the 

cross and celebrate with joy, 

his resurrection.     

 

Blessings, 

Tori Weiss 

 

Dear Parents/Caregivers, 
 

Holy Week is a time for us to reflect on the amazing  

sacrifice of our Lord. In a time of commercialism,  

chocolate and a blessed sleep in, it can be easy to  

forget how this supreme act of love saved us all. I  

sincerely hope you can spend some time with your loved 

ones over the Easter break. 

This week we have had three  

representatives from Year 8  

participate in the Year 8  

Japanese Recital Competition, 

under the tutelage of Mrs Jen  

Biscoe. Three students, Katelin 

Wright, Keely Dyer, and Imogen 

Hames travelled to Adelaide on 

Tuesday night to represent  

Encounter. They had an awesome 

time and we are so very proud of 

their efforts.  

In addition this week, all Middle and Senior School  

students attended a workshop conducted by SA Police, 

“ThinkUKnow”, an evidence-based cyber safety program 

that provides students with information on technologies 

that they use. These interactive sessions presented  

information on safe use, how to deal with challenges 

they may face, and most importantly, strategies on how 

they can be overcome. In the digital world, with  

technology and it’s use changing rapidly, we believe 

keeping our young people safe and informed is critical. 

I wish you all a safe and blessed Easter, and look forward 

to seeing you at our 

parent/teacher interviews 

in Week 11. 

 

Blessings, 

Penny McKenzie 

From the Head of JUNIOR 

From the Head of MIDDLE & SENIOR 



 

 

INTRODUCING ……. 
STAFF DEVOTION by Claire McKenzie 

Miss Julie Mariner 

As the end of Term One approaches, I can’t help 

but reflect back on the busy but wonderfully  

exciting first term I have had at Encounter Lutheran 

College.  Thank you so much to the students,  

families and staff who have made me feel truly  

welcome and supported. I am really enjoying  

learning all about Encounter and the people who 

make it so special.  

Growing up in the Adelaide Hills on our family farm, 

introduced me to the pleasures of the great  

outdoors.  I love to travel, camp, play netball and 

enjoy good food and produce.  I still live in the  

Adelaide Hills with my partner Gareth and dog  

Guinness.  I have been teaching for nearly 10 years 

and have taught students from Foundation to Year 

12.   

For the last 8 years, I worked at Unity College Spring 

Head which was also a Lutheran IB school just like 

Encounter, only smaller.  I look forward to meeting 

more members of our community and sharing many 

more fun Encounter experiences with you all.  

Approaching Easter 
 

By Faith, not By Sight 

 

It was "by faith" that Abraham followed God and left his 

home town to go to a place that he did not yet know. 

The call of God rarely gives us a destination, but it always 

gives you a promise. 

Abraham was promised an inheritance, a people and a 

land, although he wasn't given the path to get there. Yet 

still he followed God’s call, why? It seems so unnatural, so 

illogical. He was willing to follow because he wasn't living 

by sight, but by faith. 

It would present all the possible pitfalls, the fear of the 

unknown, the possible insecurity and pain. Because sight 

only sees what is in front of you, BUT FAITH, sees who is 

above you.  

Faith reminds you that despite the unknown, God knows 

where He is leading you, He knows your desires, your  

worries and your doubts AND, He cares. Along with this, 

He always finishes what He starts, and His promises are 

always satisfied. 

If you want to step into the things of God, and leave your 

comfort zone, then you have to be willing to live by faith, 

and not by sight. 

Sight will consistently show you why not to step out, but 

faith will give you the strength to do it. 

With the incredible sacrifice that Jesus made for us lets 

use this Easter season as a perfect time to reflect on the 

grace that God has given us and continually strive to live 

our days with faith and not by sight. 
 

Written by Joel Lomman (past Encounter student) 

 

 Victor Harbor Lutheran Church 

Easter Services 

Maundy Thursday 7.30pm 

Good Friday 9.30am 

Easter Sunday 9.30am 



 

 

From the SPORTS DESK 

Congratulations to the SAPSASA Tennis Team who 

have progressed to Round 2 of the Knock Out 

competition following a win last week against  

Galilee Catholic School at Aldinga. The team 

which comprised of Tom John, Zach Martin, Tom 

Roberts, Angus Vincent, played competitively with 

the final outcome only coming down to a matter 

of games. 
 

Rochelle Grenfell - SAPSASA Coordinator   

SAPSASA TENNIS 

On Monday the 19th March the Boy’s Open  

Basketball team journeyed up Adelaide Road to 

face Cardijn College in an inter-collegial friendly.  

It was the first time the College had fielded an 

Open team purely from it’s program players and in 

doing so welcomed Lachie Camm and Noah 

Brown to the team.  

Encounter from early on in the first quarter  

demonstrated that their height and structures 

would cause Cardijn problems across the  

afternoon. Lachie Camm was a strong contributor 

across four quarters, finding his feet quickly and 

showing he loves to compete.  

After a couple of untidy quarters Encounter set the 

tone for the match early in the second half and 

won comfortably by 24 points. 

It’s the second time the Colleges have faced-off, 

with Cardijn set to visit Encounter in the coming 

weeks to play the Open Girls team. Thanks to 

Lachlan Abbott from Cardijn College for making 

such events possible. 

Troy Wegener 

Elite Basketball Program Coordinator 

HARD WORK PAYS OFF FOR OUR BASKETBALLERS 

This is the last week for collecting Coles Sports for 

Schools vouchers and the deadline for dropping 

them in to the Front Office is Thursday 12th April - 

the last day Term 1. 

A huge thank you to everyone who has supported 

the College with this promotion. 



 

 

Easter - AROUND THE COLLEGE 

Early Learning 
Over the last couple of weeks the children have been listening to the Easter story.  We heard how Jesus washed the 

disciples feet before they shared their special meal.  Jesus is our servant King who died on the cross for us so we can 

have our sins forgiven.  How wonderful to know that Jesus loves us so much! 

Hot Cross Bun Creations - Year 1 Mrs Roberts 
Mrs Roberts’ Year 1 class enjoyed making hot cross buns in the big “Food Tech” Kitchen. “We were able to watch 
the yeast rise  - just as Jesus rose from the dead and came out of the tomb” Ashlyn   

Year 6 Creativity 

Year 6 students were given the task to construct a cross or symbol representing the Easter 

story using materials they thought reflected God’s LOVE and Jesus’ SACRIFICE for US. 



 

 

AROUND THE COLLEGE 

From the WELLBEING TEAM 
On behalf of the Wellbeing Team, we would like to thank all the parents that came out to our Headspace mental 

health parent information session on Wednesday night. There was a great turn out, and it was fantastic to have  

everyone engage in open conversation about serious topics that have influenced so many of us at some stage of 

our life.  

If you were unable to attend the session please have a read of the factsheet: 

https://headspace.org.au/assets/Uploads/Resource-library/Family-and-friends/Information-for-parents-and-carers-

FAF-web.pdf  which provides an informative overview of the information discussed on Wednesday. 
 

Keep an eye on the school Newsletter and our Facebook page. We will keep you informed of further events in the 

future as we aim to engage the College community in supporting the mental health and wellbeing of our students. If 

anyone in the school community would like information regarding mental health and wellbeing, please feel free to 

contact Jo Ashcroft, our College Counsellor, or myself as the Wellbeing Coordinator. 
 

An important date to add to your calendar is Thursday 3rd May – 6pm. We are excited to offer a Parent Information 

Session from the Carly Ryan Foundation. Further information will be sent home soon. 
 

Thomas Ling on behalf of the Wellbeing Team 

OUR “ONE-STOP SHOP” FOR PARENTS 

Our mobile-friendly, College Website aims to not only 

be a Marketing resource for the College, but just as 

importantly, as a communication “one-stop-shop” for 

our existing families.  Follow the link  

below to our Parent Lounge to be able to quickly  

access information regarding Uniforms, Lunch  

Orders menus, Calendar Dates etc. 

https://www.encounter.sa.edu.au/parent-portal/ 

https://headspace.org.au/assets/Uploads/Resource-library/Family-and-friends/Information-for-parents-and-carers-FAF-web.pdf
https://headspace.org.au/assets/Uploads/Resource-library/Family-and-friends/Information-for-parents-and-carers-FAF-web.pdf
https://www.encounter.sa.edu.au/parent-portal/


 

 

COMMUNITY NOTICEBOARD 

Icy Poles are available for  

Junior School students  

to purchase, for $1 every Tuesday 

lunchtime for the entire year. 

PhysioXtra Victor Harbor has been 

supporting our Specialist Sporting 

Programs by providing strength and 

conditioning and recovery sessions. 

This business is now offering all  

Encounter students and families  a  

reduction of 25% of the gap  

payment or $55 for an initial  

consultation and $45 for any  

subsequent consultation.  


