I ELC I NEWSLETTER

Hearts and MINDS
I Term 2IISSUE 2
From the PRINCIPAL
Dear Parents/Carers,
If I’ve been conspicuous by my absence in the past fortnight, it’s with
good reason.

What’s ON!
Week 4 Term 2

I spent Week 2 in Hobart at the Lutheran Principals Australia Conference, Tuesday 22nd May
and then fleetingly saw my family last weekend (including Mothers
 SSSA KO Open Boys Football Day!!!) before joining the Year 8s this week in Melbourne. I promise I’m
Victor Harbor Oval
not avoiding you, and I do look forward to being back amongst you Wednesday 23rd May
 Yr 12 Christian Studies Seminar
next week before I become bus driver for the Middle & Senior School
 SAPSASA KO Soccer - Year 6/7
tour of Ntaria and Central Australia on May 25. What amazing
Thursday 24th May
opportunities our students have at Encounter!
 Year 4 Excursion - Art Gallery of SA
Looking further afield in Term 2, I am co-hosting (with Tom Ling, our Friday 25th May
Wellbeing Coordinator) a Crest forum immediately following Junior
 Ntaria Central Australia Trip
School Shine in Week 6 (Friday June 8). The question of the day will be ‘Is
 Year 10 Careers & Employment Expo
the mental health of young people the responsibility of school or
 Shine - Year 5 Reid
home?’. I hope that our rich and open discussion will allow us all to listen
——————————————————
to varying perspectives, as well as walking away with a better
understanding of how Encounter supports the welfare of young people. Week 5 Term 2
All families are invited to stay for all or part of the forum and we will wrap Monday 28th May
 Ntaria Central Australia Trip
up our time together after approximately 45 minutes. Please pencil it into
Tuesday
29th May
your diaries and join us. I’m hoping this will be the first of many regular

Ntaria
Central Australia Trip
Friday morning discussions together and I also invite you to suggest

ICAS/UniNSW
Science Competition
conversation topics that might be relevant for College families.
Wednesday 30th May
God’s Blessings,
 Ntaria Central Australia Trip
Thursday
31st May
Kelvin
 Ntaria Central Australia Trip
Friday 1st June
 Ntaria Central Australia Trip
 Shine - Year 2 Koop
PS: Encounter’s Stage 9 Middle & Senior School building project has
been approved. YAY!
SAVE THE DATE!
This is exciting, amazing and much-awaited news and I’m thrilled to
share it with you. Stay tuned for details as to how you can learn more Friday 15th June
about the details of this significant development for our community,
 Grandparents’ & Grandfriends’ Day
commencing in Term 3.
 Scholastic Book Fair
Spread the word!
 Junior School P&F Disco - 5-6pm

- 6-8.30pm

From the Head of JUNIOR
Warning. Rant ahead!
This week students in Years 3, 5, 7 and 9 have been
participating in the annual NAPLAN tests in reading,
writing, language conventions (spelling, grammar and
punctuation) and numeracy. The tests (which occur in
every school in Australia), seek to provide parents and
schools with an understanding of how individual
students are performing at the time of the tests.
While NAPLAN tests are indeed one way of ensuring our
teaching and learning programs are meeting important
educational outcomes, it is also helpful to remember
they are just one aspect of our College’s assessment
and reporting process; they do not replace ongoing
and regular assessments made by your child's teachers
about their learning.
NAPLAN does not assess what makes students at
Encounter precious or loved. NAPLAN doesn't measure
how well your child can sing and paint or how persistent
they are when things at school are difficult. These
assessments don't show how helpful your child is around
the classroom or much joy they bring to their teachers
and fellow students, nor do they show how patient they
are with younger children or how much progress they
have made with their learning compared to this time
last year.
As Einstein was once famously quoted as saying:

"Everybody is a genius. But if you judge a fish by its ability
to climb a tree, it will live its whole life believing that it is
stupid."

From the Head of MIDDLE & SENIOR
I write this from Canberra, where I am currently enjoying
Year 10 camp. Our wonderful students are visiting civic
and historical sites this week, along with demonstrating
some self-sufficiency, by way of planning and catering
their own meals. So far, we have seen some wonderfully
prepared, healthy options.
Today we visited the National Gallery, High Court and
War Memorial. I was moved to tears as our students paid
tribute so respectfully at the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier.
How blessed we are in our community to have such
wonderful young adults. We sincerely thank the Federal
Government for the assistance it provides in ensuring all
Australian students are given this opportunity.
As the week progresses we will visit Old Parliament House,
New Parliament House, the Canberra Deep Space
Centre and AIS. Whilst we will return a little weary, I must
acknowledge that camps are such a wonderful and rich
piece of our curriculum. They are also a terrific time to
strengthen relationships between students and staff. I am
so very grateful for the teaching staff who give their time
away from their own families to attend. I look forward to
seeing you all when I’m back on deck next week.
Blessings,

Penny McKenzie

At Encounter, we are proud of all our students and are
delighted daily by all the different qualities and
attributes that make them unique. We don't want our
students to feel defined by a NAPLAN test, but to
recognise their dignity and worth, created by a loving
God.
As it says in Psalm 139:14,
Oh yes, you shaped me first inside, then out; you formed
me in my mother’s womb. I thank you, God —
you’re breathtaking! Body and soul, I am marvellously
made!

HOMEWORK CLUB
OPPORTUNITY FOR TUTORING/ASSISTANCE

Blessings,

Tori Weiss

Did you know that a Homework Club is available to all
Middle & Senior students Monday—Thursday 3.15-4pm
in the Nest. Students are supervised and can seek
assistance with assignments and study habits.
Teaching staff are also available to answer any
academic questions that arise during the applicable
times.
Parents can book their child into the Club by emailing
their homeclass teacher.

STAFF DEVOTION by Deb Hall
The bible finishes with the last chapter of Revelations - but
does it stop there?
For me the chapters keep rolling out day by day.
Along life’s journey I have enjoyed the living Bible taking
inspiration from others. I would love to share some of them.

My love of the parables in the bible are usually my first “go
-to” and my safe haven.
Here are some others that may also help others:
I believe in Christianity as I believe that the sun has risen:
not only because I see it, but because by it I see everything else.”
― C.S. Lewis
God never hurries. There are no deadlines against which
he must work. Only to know this is to quiet our spirits and
relax our nerves.”
― A.W. Tozer, The Pursuit of God: The Human Thirst for the
Divine
Life is difficult. This is a great truth, one of the greatest
truths. It is a great truth because once we truly see this
truth, we transcend it. Once we truly know that life is difficult-once we truly understand and accept it-then life is no
longer difficult. Because once it is accepted, the fact that
life is difficult no longer matters.”
― M. Scott Peck, The Road Less Traveled: A New
Psychology of Love, Traditional Values and Spiritual
Growth

Mother Teresa continues to inspire me and as a visual
person I can look no further than to gaze upon her face.

And lastly to quote my own mother.
‘God is bigger than all of it Deborah’

From the SPORTS DESK
SAPSASA Cross Country
Well done to our Year 4-7 Sapsasa Cross Country
Team who completed the course today at Kent
Reserve. Congratulations to our medal winners Lily Baxter (11 Year Old Girls winner), Matawai
Scarvelis (12 Year Old Boys runners up) and Arie
Minenko (13 Year Old Boys runners up). Also a
special mention to Grace Rogers, Josiah Britton,
Arley Partridge, Amelie Grivell, Mathys Moolman
and Zach Palmer who placed in the top six for
their age group.

Rochelle Grenfell
SAPSASA/SSSA Coordinator

College NEWS
Food For Thought GARDEN
The 'Food for Thought' garden is growing before our
eyes. This week the Year 9 Food Technology
class harvested a variety of herbs and spices. We
have also been dehydrating Beetroot Chips and
making vertical planter boxes.
If you ever have an excess of produce from your own
gardens or fruit trees at home we would LOVE to
make use of them in classes or the GPS Cafe.
Thanks to the Pitt Family who donated a box of plums
earlier in the year which we made into jams and fruit
straps!

Offshore Angling CHAMPION
Congratulations to Year 7 student, Beau Ewens who
has won the annual Port MacDonnell Offshore
Anglers Club (PMOAC) Sport & Tuna Fishing
Competition. The competition runs from the first
Saturday in May to the following Saturday with
participants coming from all over the country to
take part in this week-long event.
The main target species is Southern Blue Fin Tuna
however points are awarded for all sport fish
captures!
Congratulations on your prize winning catch Beau
and on being the youngest champion in over 30
years!

From THE NEST
PREMIER’S READING CHALLENGE
The Premier’s Reading Challenge (PRC) has just been
launched at our College and students are encouraged
to complete the Challenge to gain points for their House!

PRC books are colour coded with relevant stickers which
identify they have been selected by Premier’s Reading
Challenge based on suitability for those year levels.

In addition, students can read magazines and a variety
of other books to qualify. As part of the Challenge,
parents are also encouraged to read books to their
children. Evidence continually proves there are
numerous benefits of reading to children as they grow
older (even in Middle and Senior School).
Our Science Lab Technician, Marten Jak, has made an
incredible contraption to inspire our students to
complete the Challenge! If you are visiting school, be
sure to pop in to The Nest and see it for yourself!
PRC forms will be sent home with students or are
available from home rooms. More than 300 students
across R-12 completed the Challenge last year – we are
hoping to beat that number this year!

From the WELLBEING TEAM
Online Gaming
Managing screen time is becoming an ever increasing challenge for parents of students who have access to
numerous forms of technology readily available. We live in a technological age, this is unavoidable. However, it is
critical that young people learn the appropriate use of technology, and how to manage their behaviour.

Recommendations and Research
The Department of Health recommends that children aged 5-17 limit their use of electronic media for
entertainment to no more than 2 hours a day. Evidence is growing that gaming addiction is real, and manifests
itself in the brain in a way similar to drug addiction. Excess online gaming correlates with diminishing physical
health, anxiety, sleeplessness, and impaired social functioning. These concerns all impact students ability to function to the best of their ability within the classroom. It is important to state that gaming online does guarantee a
pathway to gaming addiction, however, it is critical that it is managed appropriately for the young person’s social,
emotional, physical, and mental wellbeing.

The Carly Ryan Foundation
Sonya Ryan, from the Carly Ryan Foundation recently addressed our school community on the dangers
associated with social media and gaming online. Thank you to all who were able to attend the Carly Ryan
Presentation. All feedback has been overwhelmingly positive, and we look forward to being able to offer our
students a similar session later this year. For those unable to attend, relevant fact sheets on how to keep kids safe
are available at the Front Office.
One particular game that is of current global concern is Fortnite. Fortnite is an online game where participants are
dropped on an island/map and hunt down each other to become number one. Concerns include desensitising
acts of violence for young children, and the online chat ability. It is rated M for students 13+. We ask that all
Encounter parents and caregivers are vigilant in managing their son/daughter’s time online. Excessive use not only
negatively effects the individual, but their classmates and teachers.
Family Zone Cyber Expert Susan McLean advises that "Fortnite is an unequivocal NO for primary-school-aged
children and should be played with care and a good dose of parental supervision for older teens. Any game with
a chat function is a worry and has the potential to link your child with random strangers. The potential for abuse
and exploitation - not to mention exposure to offensive language - cannot be overstated.”

For further information, visit the either of the links below, or contact the Wellbeing Coordinator Tom Ling tom.ling@encounter.sa.edu.au.
https://esafety.gov.au/
https://www.familyzone.com/blog/is-your-child-hooked-on-fortniteWe will continue to partner with parents in monitoring this ever changing environment.

We thank you for working with us to best support the students of Encounter.

The Wellbeing Team

13+

AROUND THE COLLEGE

Grandparents’ & Grandfriends’ Day
Friday 15th June at 9am for Shine in the Kondole
followed by a visit to classrooms and morning tea.
We look forward to welcoming all Grandparents and Special “Grandfriends”
The Scholastic Book Fair in the Nest will also be open for purchases.

The Encounter P&F are, once again, offering a photo opportunity
during this event, to capture that “special moment” for $10.

BOOK FAIR
The Scholastic Book Fair will be held in the Nest

from Tuesday 12th June until
Friday 15th June.

AROUND THE COLLEGE
2018 Encounter Business Directory
The Business Directory is now available to view by following the below link:
https://www.encounter.sa.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2017/09/FINAL-2-BusinessDirectory-2018.pdf
Please support our Encounter families where you can.

* Early Learning – Yr 2
5-6pm
*Parent supervison required
Year 3 – Year 6
6.30 – 8pm
Students must be signed in

$3 entry
Prizes for best
Dance costume!
Refreshments available

AROUND THE COLLEGE

