
 
 

 

Week 4 Term 1 
 

Monday 18th February 
 Year 5 Camp - El Shaddai 

Tuesday 19th February 
 Year 5 Camp - El Shadda 

Wednesday 20th February 
 Year 5 Camp - El Shaddai 

Thursday 21st February 
 SASSSA Yr 8-10 Girls Cricket 

Gala Day 

Friday 22nd February 
 Shine - 9am - Year 6 

 NIGHT ON THE GREEN 
    4 - 8pm College Oval 
   FOOD  FUN  ENTERTAINMENT 
 

——————————————————————————— 
 

Week 5 Term 1  
Monday 25th February  

 SAPSASA Southern Zone  

Swimming Carnival  

Tuesday 26th February 
 Year 7 Camp - Robe 
 SVF Zone Tennis -  

Happy Valley  

Wednesday 27th February 
 Year 7 Camp - Robe 

Thursday 28th February 
 Year 7 Camp - Robe 

Friday 1st March 
 Year 7 Camp - Robe 
 Shine Year 3 Riggs 
 

 
 

Coffee and Tea available 
from the College’s  

GPS Café  

From the PRINCIPAL 
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Although we all send our kids to a Lutheran school, I wonder if you know 

much about what that really means. There’s certainly an understanding 

that as a Christian school we hold God’s love dear to what we think and 

do. We have weekly Shine, Christian Studies lessons, daily devotions and 

we have a culture that  is expressed in our actions, values and  

conversations. 

In another practical, everyday sense, it goes beyond even these core, 

foundational qualities. For example, Lutheran schools are and act as a 

system. That is, we have both Lutheran Church and Lutheran Education 

bodies that provide us with financial, theological, legal and curriculum 

support.  

In addition to helping the cogs turn from one day or year to the next, 

there’s an ongoing collegiality and deep connections between staff in 

schools that enable us to be our best. This Thursday Penny McKenzie is 

hosting SALLS (Senior Academic Leaders of Lutheran Schools) at  

Encounter and on Friday I’m spending the day at Immanuel Lutheran 

School, Gawler. It’s a true blessing we have each other to share with and 

rely on in Lutheran schools and I have no doubt it’s the incidental and 

intentional conversations and relationships that contribute to Encounter 

being such a vibrant community. 

Blessings, 

 

KELVIN 

 

 

 

Scholastic Book Club  

Due Date:  

Friday 15th February  



From the Head of Junior School From the Head of Middle & 

Senior School 
 
 

Thanks to everyone who filled in the survey about 

Parent Information Nights that went out via email 

last week.  It provided a great deal of helpful  

information that has been shared with the relevant 

staff.  Your feedback was really helpful and will  

enable us to further refine what we do so that we 

continue to ensure you have the necessary  

information to get the year off to a good start.   

(It is not too late to have your say if you still wish to 

do so.) 

 https://goo.gl/forms/9rwJWwKapP4SwROH3  

At Parent Information Nights, (or through the 

handouts sent home), you would have been  

introduced to  Seesaw.  This is an online  Learning 

Journal that provides you with opportunities, in real 

time, for your child to share their learning here at 

school.  Interested parents/carers can get a glimpse 

into such things as the thought processes involved in 

working through a maths problem via a video clip, 

or viewing a picture of a paragraph they wrote, 

hearing your child reading a poem, or viewing an 

uploaded file to demonstrate a new skill.  As a  

parent myself, I have loved the deeper  

conversations I have been able to have with my 

son, about school, at home.  

Should you need support accessing your child's  

journal, or if you have questions about how Seesaw 

works, feel free to drop into the Nest after school 

drop off or straight after school on Tuesday and 

Wednesday next week.  Ben Chesser and I will be 

available to help you connect and assist with any 

tech questions.  Alternatively, as Seesaw is so  

user-friendly,  many things can be easily solved via 

an email.  Please contact Ben 

ben.chesser@encounter.sa.edu.au.   

(Please don't forget to send back your consent 

forms too).  

We look forward to engaging with you in this space. 

Blessings 
 

TORI WEISS 

 

Welcome to Week 3. As new routines are being 

consolidated and new subject learning is taking 

place, it is timely to consider other opportunities 

provided at Encounter to ensure an wholistic  

approach to developing our students as global  

citizens and lifelong learners. This week saw the  

delivery of the R.A.P. (Road Awareness Program) to 

all Year 11 students. This program is a powerful,  

hard-hitting road safety presentation delivered by  

firefighters to both young and experienced drivers 

across South Australia and interstate. Designed to 

give an open and honest insight into the  

experience of firefighters working in road crash  

rescue, RAP seeks to actively engage and  

empower drivers and other road users through  

positive peer pressure and it’s core message: “You 

get to choose the risk; but you don’t get to choose 

the consequences”. Students were given a  

confronting and realistic insight into road crash 

trauma including vision of real crashes and crash 

survivors, and listened to a powerful and  

confronting message delivered by a real life crash 

survivor, about how his life had been impacted 

since the crash. 

This week also saw all Year 10 students participate 

in a targeted Careers Workshop, run by UniSA. This 

session delves into students awareness of their gifts, 

talents and learning styles and encourages them to 

make subject selections and career choices based 

on these to best enhance their future beyond  

secondary schooling. We recognise the myriad of 

information and choices facing our young people 

as they venture into adulthood, and Senior School 

have made the commitment to ensure that we  

provide them with relevant and engaging  

information to ensure they are making informed 

choices about their futures. I would also like to  

welcome our new students and their families into 

the Middle and Senior school. It has been  

wonderful to see you settle into life at Encounter.  

Blessings for a wonderful fortnight. 

PENNY MCKENZIE 
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Introducing ……… 

Kris Hancock 
Staff Devotion  

by Meg Althorp 

One of my favourite things about working at  

Encounter is that I get to spend my days surrounded 

by so many inspirational people. For me, working in 

Foundation, a lot of these people are less than 4 feet 

tall and believe in unicorns.  

For all that we give, I am amazed at the inspiration we 

receive in return from those we are there to teach.  If 

we look closely at what our children accomplish and 

attempt each day it’s hard not to be inspired. Every 

day they are challenging themselves, risking failure 

and learning something new.  They are growing as 

people, putting their hands up to answer questions 

about something they had never thought of 5 minutes 

ago, trying new equations, instruments and languages 

and having the confidence to ask for help when they 

need it. In their early years, with band aids on knees 

from yesterday’s mishaps, their courage in letting go 

of a hand in the morning to step into a bigger world to 

try again is remarkable.  

As they grow older, I often think of the school yard at 

lunchtime as their version of the work party you are 

attending - not 100 percent sure of what you are 

wearing, whether you’ll find anyone to talk to, or even 

if you really want to be there at all. Some of us are 

lucky enough to have friends to buffer us through all 

of this, but how brave are those who go to the party 

each day alone! 

We could all learn a little from our children. How  

different would our adult lives be if we risked failure 

and tried something new every day? Or if we sought 

and received honest feedback on our work and  

behaviour and reflected on that? Maybe even, if just 

once in a while, we decided to colour outside the 

lines or see a few more unicorns.  

 

“It took me four years to paint like Raphael, but a life-

time to paint like a child”. Pablo Picasso 
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I have been teaching for just over thirty years and 

have been at 5 different schools - two state 

schools in Victoria (Heywood and Portland  

Secondary College), a Catholic school and two 

Lutheran schools. For the last 8 years I have been 

at the lovely St Martins Lutheran College in Mount 

Gambier.  My husband, Dean, and I had been 

looking to move to more land, the sea, closer to a 

capital city and with hills and rivers - so you can 

see Victor Harbor was on our list but we were  

thinking this would happen in a couple of years not 

a matter of months!  
 

The job came up at Encounter for a Specialist 

Mathematics and Chemistry teacher and it was 

the perfect opportunity we had been looking for. I 

have been a Mathematics Coordinator, as one of 

my many leadership jobs, for nearly all my career 

as I find it easy to promote with passion such a  

fabulous subject!  I have been a Head of  

Secondary, a Curriculum Coordinator and a 

Teaching and Learning Leader.  I am very used to 

acronyms and am learning a new set of them at 

Encounter!  I loved the feel of this school when I 

came for a visit early last year.  It had the warmth 

and sense of community and positivity that I have 

enjoyed in my previous school. 
 

Getting this position was just the start of what has 

been a whirlwind.  We sold our house in three 

weeks and bought a 50 acre farm in Hindmarsh 

Valley after another 3 weeks.  There were banks, 

real estate agents, packing, removalists,   

unpacking, changing addresses and finding our 

way around in a new town.  We have had  

neighbours visit already and are loving the sense of 

community we are feeling in our new home town. 
 

Apart from Mathematics and Science teaching, I 

love to horse ride and am quite obsessed about 

dressage.  I have competed extensively to higher 

levels and have a gorgeous horse called Mick at 

the moment.  I also run three times a week to keep 

fit and I enjoy yoga once a week as well.  

I am hoping to meet more of our school  

community over the coming months and find out 

as much about everyone else. 
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From the  

College Chair 

SCHOOL DROP OFF/PICK UP TIMES 

Please note that students are not to be on the  

College grounds prior to 8.30am.  

Students who arrive prior to this time will need to  

register with Camp Australia’s OSHC service.  

Similarly, students who are unable to be  

collected from school by 3.30pm should also  

attend OSHC (Years F-6) or register with  

Homework Club in the Nest (Years 7-12)via your 

homeclass teacher. Please note Homework Club  

is only for the completion of and assistance with 

homework. 
 

It is imperative that students are in homeclass by 

8.45am to be included on the class roll and to  

avoid disruption to the class due to latecomers.  
 

If there are unforeseen circumstances and your 

child is late for school, the student must sign in at the 

Front Office accompanied by a parent or a note 

from their parent, stating why they are late,  

and collect a red “late card”. This card must be  

presented to their homeclass teacher so that staff 

are aware that they have been marked as present 

at the College. 

Thank you  

Tori Weiss & Penny McKenzie 

 

COACHING HELP FOR SAPSASA & SSSA SPORT 

Please contact Rochelle Grenfell on  

rochelle.grenfell@encounter.sa.edu.au if you are 

interested in helping coach our Encounter  

students for SAPSASA and SSSA events such as girls 

and boys football, athletics and cross country this 

semester. We would love to hear from you!  

Information from Southern Fleurieu SAPSASA is  

attached to this newsletter which has key  

information regarding sporting events for 2019. 

NB (All our volunteers are required to have a  

current police check and complete the  

Volunteers Training.) 

PERFORMANCE APPRAISAL FOR DEVELOPMENT: 

A Process for Principals of Lutheran Schools 

Part of the role of the College Board is the regular 

appraisal of the Principal. This is important, as it  

provides a way in which the Principal’s strengths 

can be affirmed and areas of concern addressed. 

The College Board, in conjunction with Kelvin, has 

agreed that a Performance Appraisal will be  

conducted mid Term 1, 2019. 

The Appraisal process will be managed externally 

by Lutheran Schools Education SA/NT/WA.   

Participants will be chosen at random from various 

groups (including parents, staff and older students), 

so some members of the school community will be 

asked to complete a survey. The survey will be 

emailed to participants and responses will be  

anonymous. 

If you receive an appraisal email, your support of 

the process will be greatly appreciated. It’s your 

feedback that will guide plans for Kelvin’s  

professional development over the next few years.  

Thank you in anticipation, 

Rachel Althorp 

Chair of Board 

 

mailto:rochelle.grenfell@encounter.sa.edu.au
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FROM THE P&F  
The P&F held it’s AGM on Tuesday night and the following parents have agreed to take up key positions and be 

valuable members of the Committee in 2019: 

Nikki Harrington (Chairperson)  Kylie Pitt (Deputy Chairperson)  Jess Clapp (Secretary) Emma Stringer (Treasurer)  
 

Committee Members: Kim Baker, Sarah Mitford-Burgess, Mandy Josephs, Amanda Kearton, Andrea Sommerville, 

Lisa Hajek, Sarah Zadow and we welcome Jennifer Zwar and Kira Jansen Van Vuuren. 

 

We thank not only these people who have agreed to be a part of the Committee in 2019, but all those parents 

and friends who assist and support this amazing group with their fundraising throughout the College year. 
 

The next two fundraising campaigns/events this term are the Business Directory (below) and Sports Day. Any  

assistance from baking goods or serving at the P&F Food Stalls on Sports Day is greatly appreciated. 
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Catalyst for inspiration and action 

Research to enlighten and entertain 

Enrichment for independent and inquiring learners 

Scope to reach communities beyond Encounter 

 

CREST will challenge and inspire the way we view education and learning…CREST 

will challenge and inspire the way we view education and learning… 

CREST will challenge and inspire the way we view education and learning…  

 WHAT IS CREST? 

You may hear your children, our teachers and students talking more about CREST.  Given what is already 

becoming the changing nature of the workplace for our children, Encounter is this year introducing a  

Forum where perspectives, pathways and innovation are at the forefront of our thinking and action. An  

exciting and unique initiative instigated by the staff of Encounter, for the students of Encounter, CREST seeks 

to engage all members of our College, in addition to community and industry leaders.  

  

** CREST SOAPBOX 
 

A ‘Question of the Week’ emailed to our 

Year 7 to Year 12 students seeking their 

opinions on current affairs, moral and ethi-

cal questions. No right or wrong answers, 

just an opportunity to formulate their own 

opinion and thoughts on a given topic. 

 
It is our desire for Encounter to  

offer more than simply delivering the 
curriculum. We want to work  

together as a community to inspire 
and challenge our students’ critical 

and creative thinking, their dialogue, 
service and enterprise skills.  

Our aim is to transform and prepare 
our young people so when they leave 
Encounter they have not only met 

the academic requirements of  
education, but are also socially,  

emotionally and mindfully equipped 
to confidently embrace the pathways 

they choose.   

 

Knowing the answers  
will help you in SCHOOL 

Knowing the questions will help you 
in LIFE 

 ** CREST TV 

A thought-provoking initiative aimed at Junior School stu-
dents to encourage independent, inquisitive and expressive 

minds. 

  ** LEADERSHIP FORUM 

A pilot program with some of our Year 11 
and Year 12 cohort aimed at developing 

confidence, presentation  

 

 

 

Where the courageous  

connect.                        

 

@encounterlutheran 
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