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From the PRINCIPAL

Week 6 Term 1
Friday 8th March
 Year 12 P.A.R.T.Y Presentation
 Shine - Foundation & Year 3
Bible Presentations

Oh, what a Night! On! The! Green!
I know I’ve overdosed on exclamation marks above, but I think it’s almost
warranted given the way in which Friday night was embraced by the
Encounter community.

It was simply beautiful being amongst over a thousand members of our
College family, as we soaked up the fun, festivities and food as the warm
summer’s afternoon faded into a glorious twilight.
As well as extending a heartfelt gesture of thanks to Nelly Camm (our
Community Relations Liaison) who coordinated the event, the entire staff
team were also critical in ensuring Night On The Green went off without a
hitch.
Thanks to the many parent helpers on various stalls and to the scores of
other families and friends who spent the night connecting with Encounter
folk to celebrate life and laughter together.
I truly hope you sensed the warmth of our very unique community
atmosphere on Friday night, and my hope for all of us is that we might
grasp onto such sentiments as we continue launching into what has been
a wonderful 2019 thus far.
Finally, please take note of the tours of the Middle & Senior School that are
open to all existing Encounter families next week on Monday 4th (9am)
and Wednesday 6th (2:30pm). I look forward to sharing with you the
amazing learning spaces our children will be able to access in the years
ahead.
Blessings
KELVIN

———————————————————————————

Week 7 Term 1
Monday 11th March
 PUBLIC HOLIDAY
Thursday 14th March
 Author Rosanne Hawk visit
The Nest

 SAPSASA Southern Fleurieu
Girls Football - Strathalbyn

 SSSA Yr 8 Boys Tennis

State Championships

Friday 15th March
 SPORTSDAY -

Encounter Bay Sporting
Complex

Coffee and Tea available
from the College’s
GPS Café
each Friday from 8.45am

REMINDER:
SPORTS DAY 15th March
ENCOUNTER BAY
SPORTING COMPLEX

From the Head of Junior School
In the last newsletter, I wrote about an initiative across
the Junior School that seeks to share learning, in real
time, using a digital platform called 'Seesaw'. It is
fantastic to note that the majority of JS families have
now connected to Seesaw and are able to access
what their children are doing at school.
Using Seesaw is a powerful way parents can 'step into
the classroom'. We all know education has changed
a lot since we were at school, and with Seesaw
parents can now see how their child is thinking through
a maths problem; or via a video clip gain insight into
their child's thoughts on a piece of work; or by viewing
pictures, better understand how their child is
progressing with a particular skill etc.. Insightful, rich,
exciting and meaningful are all words that parents
have used to describe their experiences with Seesaw
so far. Parents have also shared with us that already,
conversations about the school day and learning in
general, are taking on greater significance and
meaning at home.
One of the most utilised features of this online journal is
the ability to make personal comments on your child's
posts. This comment function operates very differently
from Facebook or Instagram. Unlike social media
platforms, Seesaw keeps comments private. For
added security, after being approved by your child's
teacher, the comments are visible only by your child
and their teacher. Students love hearing from their
parents and reading personalised messages of
encouragement, wonderings, observations and
connections relating to what they have shared. If you
have yet to try this feature, please do so and
comment as often as you are able - it makes the world
of difference to your child!

From the Head of Middle &
Senior School
This week sees our wonderful Year 7’s on camp in
Robe. The focus of the camp is team building, and
learning new things – about both themselves and
others. Activities include raft building, surfing and
team challenges. I will be attending camp for two
days, and it is always a highlight of my year to be
able to spend time with our newest members of the
Middle School.
On another note, as we settle into the first stage of
our new building, it is timely to introduce our
Wellbeing Team for 2019. In this building we now
have a purpose built and designed “Wellbeing”
space. Our College Counsellor, Mrs Jo Ashcroft,
along with our Wellbeing Coordinator, Mr Tom Ling
(pictured below) are now situated here. Encounter
Lutheran College is committed to the holistic care
and development of our students. The Wellbeing
team supports students and families and aims to
provide successful experiences for all students, so
that they feel safe and secure in a supportive
environment, where a sense of belonging and
wellbeing is strengthened. The team, along with all
staff, supports students to develop positive social
behaviours and problem solving skills. They also
work with para professionals in delivering targeted
support to students and families. If you would like to
make an appointment, or speak with Jo or Tom
(pictured below), please contact the Front Office.
Blessings for a wonderful fortnight.
PENNY MCKENZIE

Blessings
TORI WEISS

Congratulations to Lucy (JS Teacher) and Ben Cameron
on the birth of their daughter Marley Jane on the 17th
January. Marley is a precious little sister to Max.
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Staff Devotion
by Kerry Brinkmann
HOW A MEAL CAN SATISFY
Throughout my teaching career there are those
memorable moments when students say the funniest
things. One of these happened when I was teaching
Reception and I asked the question; “What did God
send us?”

One eager student replied; “A savoury”.
With a straight face and a quiet chuckle I said; “That’s
right, God sent us a Saviour”.

Introducing ………
Courtney Morgan
Hello Everyone,
My name is Courtney Morgan and I am teaching
alongside Leah Reid in Year 5 this year.
I have been living and teaching in Darwin for the
past three years and thoroughly enjoyed my time
in the Top End. I grew up in the beautiful Adelaide
Hills and am now loving life by the ocean.

I feel incredibly blessed to be a part of the
teaching team at Encounter and thank you all for
making me feel so welcome.

Looking back I’ve come to think maybe it wasn’t such
a silly answer. A savoury is a variety of delectable and
nourishing bite sized meals or snacks which are mostly
healthy and filling.

Looking forward to getting to know more families
throughout the year.

That’s what exactly God offers us. He has given us the
Bible, a smorgasbord of goodies to satisfy and fill us.
Firstly there are the Ten Commandments that show us
how we should live our lives. Then there are the stories
that teach us and show us God’s everlasting love.
There are the Prayers, the Psalms and the Good News
of Jesus’ birth, death and resurrection.

Jaxon Pedler and William Weiss won our 2018
Surf Club Fantasy surfer contest last year. As the
contest finished late December, they had to
wait until this year to receive their prizes.
Jaxon had the highest points in the men’s
division and William had the highest points in
the women’s division.
Surf Club is run by Dan Ruiz and Tom Ling every
second Tuesday during lunch which is a great
group for like-minded surfers to hangout, watch
surfing comps and compete in the Fantasy
Surfer.
Dan Ruiz will soon have
his Level 1 Surf Coach
qualifications so stay
tuned for more info on
future ELC Surf Team
training and contests.

Like any meal; it’s followed by the tantalising, rich
sweets. There’s the Promise of Forgiveness, Eternal Life,
God’s Love and being part of God’s Family.
So to that Reception student so long ago; yes God did
send us a savoury followed by a sweet.

INVITATION TO TOUR THE MIDDLE & SENIOR SCHOOL
Kelvin will be taking interested current Encounter families
on a tour of the Middle & Senior School next Monday 4th
March at 9am and Wednesday 6th March at 2.30pm.
If you would like to join in on either of these tours,
please meet just outside the Admin Building.

SURF CLUB NEWS

Dan Ruiz & Tom Ling
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TEACHING & LEARNING
SPELD & DYSLEXIA SUPPORT

WHAT IS THE SACE?

FROM NYREE DAVIS
INCLUSIVE EDUCATION & MS/SS TEACHER

FROM MEL O’DONNELL
SACE COORDINATOR

Dyslexia is the most common learning
disability. 2019 celebrates fifty years of Specific
Learning Disorders organisations (SPELD) in
Australia. The Federal Government has allocated
significant funding for the next three years for
rural and remote area development, training and
support.
Students with specific learning difficulties require
more opportunities to build neural pathways.
Learning must be built on prior knowledge, with
the aim of automaticity and putting information
into long-term memory. Working Memory is the
‘notepad’ of the brain, so core difficulties may
include processing sounds, retrieving words from
vocab, recognizing and remembering the ‘look’
of words and multitasking.
The brain scan of a person with Dyslexia will show
greater concentration in the region responsible for
‘decoding’ while a non-dyslexic brain will highlight
‘recall’. A ‘normal’ brain will retrieve and apply
information much quicker.
Learning is gradual, cumulative and biological. For
students with Dyslexia there are NO quick fixes
and it won’t just Things you can do;
Parents

For many parents, embarking on the SACE journey for
the first time can be quite a daunting and
confusing experience. Please know that you are not
alone and you are always welcome to contact me
with any questions or queries you may have
regarding the SACE at
mel.odonnell@encounter.sa.edu.au. The infographic
below aims to simplify how students can reach the
200 required credits to successfully complete The
SACE. A further introduction can be viewed by
clicking on the below link:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?
time_continue=3&v=kXLk2FhuGqo

 Always have eyes and ears checked before
consulting an Educational Psychologist
 Apps: Jolly Phonics, Reading Doctor and
Nessy are good (Avoid the App Trap!)
 Dyslexia strengths: persistence, creativity,
making things, design, computing problem
solving, oral discussion
 Read to them, read with them; the earlier and
more regular the better
 Try to keep the home learning fun!
 Ask your librarian for book recommendations
 Listen and follow along with audio books
 Activate 'voice to text' on computers to assist
in getting ideas down quickly.
 Visit https://www.spelfabet.com.au
and https://www.speld-sa.org.au/ for more
information
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FROM THE NEST

Author Visit
Rosanne Hawke
Encounter Lutheran College is excited to announce South Australian
children’s Author, Rosanne Hawke, will be visiting our school on
Thursday, March 14th
Rosanne will be sharing her stories with Year 5, 6, 7 and 8 students.
rosannehawke.com

FREE LIBRARY FOR STUDENTS

@encounterthenest
Stay up-to-date with latest information from The Nest
by following our Instagram page.
We encourage students of legal age (13) to follow
along too.

To encourage more reading, The Nest
have set up a Free Library where students
can borrow, swap or enjoy books which
are in our free circulation.
We welcome any donations of books or
magazines appropriate for this collection!
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NIGHT ON THE GREEN 2019
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