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From the PRINCIPAL

Week 8 Term 1
Monday 18th March
 JS Swimming -

Fleurieu Aquatic Centre

Tuesday 19th March
 JS Swimming -

Fleurieu Aquatic Centre

Waiting, waiting, waiting.
Patience isn’t a quality I always have nor demonstrate in huge
abundance, so anticipation isn’t something I do well.

Although I’m not counting down days until holidays, Easter or Christmas, I
do find myself looking forward to what is on the horizon.
On the school front, I’m currently waiting impatiently for the tenders to
arrive for the Stage 9B project, which will see us complete our core Middle
and Senior School learning spaces, along with a host of other infrastructure
elements that will allow us to truly function as a fully-fledged ELC-Year 12
College. As soon as I know a little more I’ll be certain to sing it from the
rooftops.
Whether it’s a specific personal, family or professional project, date or
event, I hope you too have something on your horizon that is keeping you
full of fun and focus as we march through autumn.
Life is made much easier and more purposeful when there is a short or
long term future ahead. It’s also a great example to share with our own
kids as a way of setting goals and role-modelling hope.
I look forward to seeing those parents/families who can make it to our
Sports Day tomorrow at Encounter Bay Sporting Complex.
All the best!

KELVIN

Wednesday 20th March
 JS Swimming -

Fleurieu Aquatic Centre

 College Twilight Tour 6pm
Friday 22nd March
 Year 2 Excursion - Urimbirra
 Shine Year 4
 Regional Sailing Competition
 Class of 2018 Reunion - 6pm
The Beach House

———————————————————————————

Week 9 Term 1
Monday 25th March
 JS Swimming -

Fleurieu Aquatic Centre

 Year 12 Legal Studies
Excursion

Tuesday 26th March
 JS Swimming -

Fleurieu Aquatic Centre

Friday 29th March
 Year 12 Formal 6pm

Eat@Whalers Encounter Bay

 SAPSASA Country State Swim
Championships

 JS Shine - Year 5
SCHOLASTIC BOOK CLUB
DUE DATE:
FRIDAY 22ND MARCH

From the Head of Junior School

From the Head of Middle &
Senior School

I hope that your long weekend was a good one and
that you were able to enjoy extra time with your
children.
This week is a short one that sees us gearing up for
Sports Day. As part of PE lessons this term, students
across the JS have been practising the events held, so
they feel confident and can shine at Sports Day. In
addition to developing coordination and gross motor
skills, students have the opportunity to build resilience,
discipline and through participation in House teams,
develop a sense of teamwork, cohesion and
community. It is a fun family day. We look forward to
seeing you there!
As you may also be aware, another significant event
coming up early next term is NAPLAN (National
Assessment Program - Literacy and Numeracy).
NAPLAN tests the types of skills that are essential for
every child to progress through school and life. The
tests cover skills in reading, writing, spelling, grammar
and punctuation, and numeracy. The assessments are
undertaken every year in the second full week in
May for all students in Years 3,5,7 and 9.
Students with significant intellectual disabilities or
conditions may be exempted when requested by
parents. Parents may also wish to withdraw their child
from the NAPLAN tests for philosophical or personal
reasons. Should you wish for your child to be exempted
or withdrawn from NAPLAN, formal notification is
required, using a pro-forma which is available from the
College. Please see your child's teacher if you would
like to take up this offer. All student exemptions and
withdrawals must be finalised by Friday 10th May.

As the term moves on at a rate of knots, we
conclude Week 7 with Sports Day. This has always
been my favourite day of the year, not just
because of the action and excitement of the
athletic events, but mostly because of the team
spirit and comradery that it brings. The day brings
such joy to our College, as our community comes
together to celebrate and support each other.
On another note, last Friday I accompanied our
Year 12 students to Flinders Medical Centre, as they
participated in the P.A.R.T.Y program. This acronym
stands for “Prevent Alcohol and Risk Related
Trauma in Young Adults”. The program is a full-day,
dynamic, interactive injury prevention and health
promotion program. The program aims to show
students first hand some of the tragic
consequences that can occur if they participate in
risk-taking behaviour, as well as the choices they
can make to avoid trauma and injury. The program
certainly was confronting, following the devastating
journey of a trauma patient, including trauma
simulations in the Emergency Department and
Intensive Care ward. Students also participated in
rehabilitation exercises and finally met a trauma
survivor, hearing his story and how his life has been
altered by trauma. We are so very grateful for the
support of the Flinders Medical Centre staff for their
commitment to the safety of our students. Our
young people are our greatest gift, and supporting
them in navigating their adolescence and
providing information about safe choices is
something that we see as crucial in our role as
educators.

On a final note please refer to the “Keeping Our
Community Safe” information further in this newsletter
re the Kiss & Drop Zone and dogs on school grounds
and we thank you in advance for your assistance in
keeping our students/families safe.

Blessings for a wonderful fortnight.
PENNY MCKENZIE

Blessings
TORI WEISS
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Staff Devotion
by Jen Biscoe

Introducing ………
Steve Moores

Psalms 19: 1- 4

I am so excited to be part of Encounter Lutheran
College for 2019. I’m am blessed to have a
wonderful class of Year 4 students this year and I get
to work closely with the extraordinary Sandra Thiele.

The heavens declare the glory of God;
the skies proclaim the work of his hands. Day after
day they pour forth speech; night after night they
reveal knowledge. They have no speech, they use
no words; no sound is heard from them. Yet their
voice[b] goes out into all the earth, their words to the
ends of the world.
I recently had the privilege of joining the Year 7’s
again on their camp to Robe. On the camp the Surf
and Sun team run an array of outdoor activities
such as surfing, raft building and team challenges.
At the end of each day the children are exhausted
having spent all day in the great outdoors, many
doing things they have never tried before. I love
watching the surfing especially as it brings out
qualities that you don’t get to see in the classroom.
The persistence of catching white water again and
again for 2 hours just to stand up, and then the
elation of everyone when they succeed is
awesome to be a part of.
Students are not allowed to have electronic
devices when on camp to allow the building or
friendships between students. I witnessed touching
moments from students especially when they
noticed others were feeling low or anxious, they
were able to offer words of support and friendship. I
was able to get to know students in a way that is
not always possible at school.
Having time outdoors always refreshes the soul.
There is no other feeling quite like being exhausted
from a day in the surf or in nature. The beach
especially does this for me. It is important to
remember to unplug every once in a while and
spend time outside. It is a goal that I am certainly
going to try and achieve this year.

I spent last year working at Hahndorf Lutheran
Primary where I enjoyed my time in the hills, also
those very fresh winter mornings.
I have lived in Victor Harbor for 12 years where my
family and I are member of the Victor Harbor
Baptist Church. My wife Kirralee is a speech
pathologist and works locally. We are proud
parents of three gorgeous daughters. Darcy is in
Year 4 this year at ELC, she has been here since
Early Learning. Audrey has started in foundation this
year and is enjoying her time there. Polly is
almost two and has the run of the house.
Teaching is a joy to me and I still pinch myself to
make sure this is all real. I genuinely enjoy what I do
and always look to better myself to give my students
the best learning experience I can.

GRATEFUL GRANDIES
Recently an informal group was established,
initially through the Victor Harbor Lutheran Church,
called ‘Grateful Grandies’. We would like to put out
a warm welcome to any grandparents and friends
who have grandchildren attending ELC, to join the
group.
The main focus would be to support and interact
with the school by way of service, socialising and
fund-raising. Currently we are supporting P&F with
Sports Day. As more activities come to light we will
advertise the event in the school newsletter and
Facebook. If you have any questions, or would like
to be included on the email list please let us know.
CONTACTS:
Mal Morgan malmorgan@internode.on.net
Phone: 0437991397
Merilyn Harrington merilyn.harrington@outlook.com
Phone: 0405789824
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KEEPING OUR COMMUNITY SAFE
KISS AND DROP
The 'Kiss and Drop' is a zone to provide parents/carers with a safe environment to drop off and collect their
children from school by car. Please be reminded that 'Kiss and Drop' is a no parking zone. The driver is
welcome to pull into the Drop-off and Pick-up zone but must remain in control of the vehicle. After school, a
staff member is made available to assist the school student to exit or enter the vehicle safely. Should you
need to turn off your engine or get out of your car to assist with seatbelts or school bags, you are invited to
park in the parking bays nearby. This keeps the flow of traffic moving smoothly, prevents tempers from
fraying and, most importantly, upholds student safety.
Keep an eye out for our new signage in this area!

DOGS ON SCHOOL GROUNDS
Encounter recognises its obligation to take reasonable precautions to protect the safety of its staff, students,
contractors and visitors. As such, dogs are not permitted on the school grounds unless they have been
approved eg. visits to the classroom for show and tell, pet days or under the care and direction of the
classroom teacher. At such times, dogs must be appropriately restrained and controlled by a person who is
able to manage the dog should something unforeseen trigger an adverse reaction.
Please note, that as friendly (and cute) as dogs are, some students have a heightened fear of dogs or severe
allergies to them.

Thank you for your assistance in both these matters.

UBER COFFEE WILL BE THERE FROM 8.15AM
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YEAR 8 MATHS PROBABILITY GAMES

SAPSASA SWIMMING

As a fun way of demonstrating their understanding
probability in Maths, Year 8 students were set the
task to create, a game that would entice others to
play, yet give the maker the best odds of winning.

On Monday 25th February, 10 students from the
Junior School represented Encounter in the SAPSASA
swimming held at Strathalbyn.

Students then took it in turns to be a ‘player’ where
they would roam the class playing other group’s
games, or a ‘facilitator’ where they would run their
game for others to play. The winner was the
student who was able to win the most tokens by
playing other groups’ games.
The students were super engaged, very loud, and
some even showed an understanding of
probability ;).

For many of the swimmers it was their first
experience at swimming competitively and
bravely took on the challenge to do their best.
Congratulations to Mathys Moolman who placed
first in the 12 year old boys 50m Breaststroke and
50m Freestyle, Daniel Sue who placed 3rd in the 12
year old boys 50m Freestyle and Cleo Parry who
placed 6th in the 11 year old girls 50m Freestyle.
Mathys was also the only 12 year old boy to
compete in the Butterfly.

ZONE TENNIS
Well done to our Zone Tennis team who played
against Mount Barker and Aberfoyle Park last week
at Happy Valley Tennis Club.
All played extremely well in perfect conditions.
Congratulations to Beau Ewens who came
runnerup overall.
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