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Many of you would know this simple and timeless quote from The Castle, 

and it came to mind while on holidays in the Flinders Ranges just before 

Easter. Rather than digging a hole, my huge sense of accomplishment 

came from the joy of creatingéa SPOON! 

Yes, I made a spoon. As you kindly hold your applause please let me  

explain.    

While spending some immensely relaxing time at Moolooloo Station I 

found myself with not much to do. A good friend who happens to be an 

expert wood whittler presented me with a half -finished spoon made from 

a piece of pine, so I thought Iõd give it a go myself. 

Even contemplating a hands -on task such as this sent fear into my heart, 

as I still distinctly recall failing Year 10 Design Technology and being sent to 

fly kites rather than construct a bedside cabinet. Oh, the shame!  

Although itõs unlikely Iõll pursue a career change, my hours of hacking, 

chipping and finally sanding resulted in a spoon that actually looks and 

acts like a spoon.  

Just as I surprised myself on a warm autumn day in the Flinders Ranges, I 

wonder what surprises youõll notice in your own children this term. My  

challenge for all of us is to expect amazing things as the learning  

continues for the next nine weeks.  

Blessings, 

 

KELVIN 

 

 

Week 2 Term 2  
Monday 6th May  
* SAPSASA Southern Fleurieu 

Athletics Carnival  

Wednesday 8th May  
* SAPSASA Southern Fleurieu 

Cross Country  

Thursday 9th May  
* Year 8/9 Fleurieu Zone -  

9-a-side Football  

* Volunteer Training - 6pm  

    The Nest 

* Netball Camp - Adelaide  

Friday10th May  
* Volunteer Training - 9am  
    The Nest 

* Year 10 Careers & Employ-

ment Expo  
* Volunteer Training - 9am  
    The Nest 
* Shine - Year 5  

* P&F Motherõs Day Stall 
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Week 3 Term 2  
 

Monday 13th May  
* Early Learning Mothersõ Day 

Morning Tea  

Tuesday 14th May  
* NAPLAN - Years 3,5,7 & 9  
 

Wednesday 15th May  
* NAPLAN - Years 3,5,7 & 9  

Thursday 16th May  
* NAPLAN - Years 3,5,7 & 9  

Friday 17th May  
* NAPLAN - Years 3,5,7 & 9  

   Catch up  

* SSSA Zone - Yr 8/9 5-a -side 

Soccer  

* SSSA State Surfing  

Championships  

* SHINE - Year 6 Hambour   
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From the Head of Junior School  From the Head of Middle & 

Senior School  In the Junior School this year, we have been  

focussing on the concept of 'learner agency' in all 

teaching and learning.   Maybe you have even heard 

this term being used in conversations with your child's 

teacher or even with your child/ren themselves?   

Agency is a bit of a 'buzz word' in education at the 

moment but nevertheless, captures a concept that is 

extremely important and one we are committed to 

growing and developing in our students. In a PYP 

school, the learner is at the heart  of all teaching and 

learning.   We want to nurture the natural curiosity of 

our students so they inquire, question, wonder and 

theorize about themselves and the world around 

them.   Throughout the PYP, each student is an 'agent' 

for their own and othersõ learning through the  

concept of learner agency.   

As stated in 'From Principles into Practice', (2018), ' PYP 
students with agency use their own initiative and will, 
and take responsibility and ownership of their  
learning. They direct their learning with a strong sense 
of identity and self -belief, and in conjunction with 
others, thereby building a sense of community and  
awareness of the opinions, values and needs of  
others .' 

School is certainly changing from when we were all 

at school. (And it must! We are preparing our  

children for a very different future!) When learners 

have agency, the role of the teacher and student 

changes; the relationship between a teacher and a 

student is, instead, viewed as a partnership.    

Students are given a greater degree of control over 

how and what they learn.    

As part of our commitment to better growing our 

practice to reflect 'agency' in all we do, the  

Leadership team, along with the Inclusive Learning 

Coordinators from JS and Ms/SS have signed up to a 

3 year program through AISSA (Association of  

Independent Schools of SA) with creativity expert 

and pioneer in the field, Charles Leadbeater  (former 

advisor to Tony Blair) who will assist us to develop our 

understanding and practice of learner agency.   This 

program will involve real -time experimentation and 

learning in schools, face -to -face lab time with 

Charles Leadbeater, meetings with co -researchers 

and a virtual lab of webinars, which will ultimately 

help us to shape our practice so that the most  

important people reap the benefits - your children!  

Blessings  

Tori Weiss 

 

Welcome back! I write this from sunny Canberra, as 

Iõm spending the week with our wonderful Year 10 

students (along with Jon Grear, Tim Britton and Troy 

Wegener) who are undertaking an educational 

tour of the National Capital. Our students will have 

the opportunity to participate in a variety of  

educational programs with a focus on Australiaõs 

history, culture, heritage and democracy. As our 

young people are nearing the age of voting, and 

consequently having their say in the shape of  

Australia as a nation, both locally and globally it is 

timely for them. We thank the Federal Government 

for their support of this initiative.  

On Tuesday we were able to visit the National  

Gallery, where we were able to appreciate the 

largest collection of Australian Indigenous Art in the 

world. There were many stunning and thought  

provoking works. We were also able to visit the High 

Court ð a magnificent and imposing building.  

Other places of interest during the week are  

Parliament House, the Canberra Deep Space  

Centre, Old Parliament House, the Australian War 

Memorial and the AIS. Along with students  

planning their meals and catering for themselves, it 

certainly is a busy and exciting week. It truly is a 

privilege to accompany these young adults and 

watch them demonstrate their respect, interest 

and independence throughout the week. Iõm very 

grateful for the staff who give their time to ensure 

our students have such wonderful opportunities.  

I look forward to seeing you all next week, seeing 

the students and watching the construction site 

take shape.  

Blessings from the ACT.  

Penny McKenzie  
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