
  

 

Week 3 Term 4 
 

Wednesday 31st October 
  Year 12 Breakfast 

 Year 12 Final Assembly 
   Whole School 9am 

Thursday 1st November 
  Year 4 Student Led  

 Conference 

Friday 2nd November 
 Fun on the Fleurieu 

 SHINE - Gallery  
 
 

  ——————————————————————————— 
 

Week 4 Term 4 
Monday 5th November 

 Year 12 Exams Commence 
 

Wednesday 7th November 
 Year 6 Exhibition - the Nest  

    2pm General Public  
    6pm Year 6 Families 

 College Twilight Tour 6pm 

Thursday 8th November 
 Year 5 Student Led  

Conference 
 

Friday 9th November 
 Foundation Class 2019  

Transition Visit  

 Shine - Year 2 Koop 
 

SAVE THE DATE! 
 

Junior School  
Christmas Concert 

 

 Wednesday 5th  
December 

2pm 
 

BOOK CLUB DUE: 
FRIDAY 26TH OCTOBER 

 

From the PRINCIPAL 
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Dear Parents/Carers, 

Although we still have eight weeks of an educational extravaganza in store 

for your children, part of my attention is already being drawn to 2019. I can 

assure you I’m still completely enjoying and engaged in the current year, but 

one of the joys of my job is to look forward a step or two and prepare for 

what lies ahead. 

Although the first phase of our Stage 9 building program is underway and 

making great progress, we are already focused on the second and most 

significant aspect we hope will commence by early March next year. 

In addition to this, we are planning for the most relevant professional  

learning that will ensure our staff are able to meet the needs of Encounter 

learners into the future.  

On that note, we will welcome the following new staff in 2019: 

Jess Andrews (JS Classroom)                   Kris Hancock (Senior School Maths) 

Steve Moores (JS Classroom)                   Georgia Martin (Middle School  

Courtney Morgan (JS Classroom)                                              Maths/Science) 
 

In addition to this, Ben Chesser (currently Year 5 Classroom) will assume a 

new role as the Junior School Inclusive Learning Coordinator in 2019. As a 

significant outcome of the Inclusive Learning Review undertaken throughout 

this year, Ben will take oversight of learning for all learners (not just those with 

diagnosed needs) and will work towards upholding consistent best-practice 

for students from Reception to Year 6. 
 

We are confident all new staff will contribute a great deal in terms of  

passion, energy, expertise and experience, along with the already capable 

and committed Encounter team who have helped create the College  

community we all love. 
 

All current research points to quality staff being a key factor in improved  

student outcomes and welfare and we will always strive to ensure our staff 

team is serving young people and families as best they can. 
 

God’s Blessings, 

KELVIN 
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From the Head of Junior School From the Head of Middle &  
 

It is great to be back for the final term of the 2018 

school year!  

There is lots to love about Encounter.  But one of the 

things that always gives me reason to smile, occurs as 

a result of the framework we use to teach the  

Australian Curriculum called the Primary Years Program 

(PYP).  The PYP places strong emphasis on 'action' 

which is woven into each and every unit studied 

throughout the Junior School.   

While the desire to empower students to take 'action' is 

an important element of all IB World schools (as of 2 

October 2018, there were 6,425 programmes being 

offered worldwide, across 4,960 schools), it takes on a 

special significance for us here at Encounter because 

we are both an 'IB World' school AND a Lutheran 

school. This means that every day, we are gifted with 

the opportunities to talk to our students about how we 

can respond to God's call to love and serve all people 

and look after the planet we call home.  

Whether it is planting a vegetable garden and  

harvesting the produce, or learning about how to help 

others, or thinking about how to reduce our impact on 

the planet...The desire of all our staff is for our students 

to leave each year level more knowledgeable than 

when they started.  Keenly aware of how they too, can 

be the difference they wish to see in our school and 

outside of it. Able to understand that action is more 

than something that is expected at the end of a unit of 

inquiry, and instead, a lifelong mindset they develop.  

As referred to in earlier issues of this newsletter, some of 

the classes in the Junior School have been  

investigating action through the Global Goals. As  

stated on the website: "These goals have the power to 

end poverty, fight inequality and stop climate change. 

Guided by the goals, our students have been thinking 

about what it takes to build a better future for  

everyone." 

One way you can see how this plays out is at the Year 

6 Exhibition that will be occurring on Wednesday 7  

November.  Everyone in our community is invited and 

our students are excited by the opportunity to share 

how they are taking action as a result of what they 

have been learning.   
 

Blessings 
TORI WEISS 

 

Welcome back to Term 4! As our Year 9 students 

walked the Heysen Trail in Week 1, our Year 12  

students continued finalising assessments and 

reviewing their trial exams in readiness for the end 

of their secondary schooling. Our new building is 

also beginning to take shape and students and 

staff are all excited for the term ahead. 

Recently, Finnish education expert Pasi Sahlberg 

stated that he believed mobile phone-related  

distraction is a main reason for Australia sliding 

down in worldwide educational (PISA) rankings. 

I know parents and certainly teachers have  

similar concerns about cyberbullying and safety, 

as well as technology distracting from schoolwork. 

Whilst the benefits of having phones in classrooms 

(such as contact with parents, access to mental 

health text lines, and learning opportunities) are 

not in doubt, the distraction of constant alerts from 

social media, messaging and other sites are  

something that is becoming an increasingly  

worrying trend for our students. Whilst our mobile 

phone policy states that devices should be 

switched off or on silent in classrooms, we know 

that vibrating alerts are still a cause of distraction 

for some students. Our primary focus at Encounter 

is ensuring that our students are provided with the 

best opportunity to achieve to their potential. With 

this in mind we have put the following procedure 

into place.  From the beginning of Term 1, all  

mobile phones will be collected by the teacher 

and stored at the front of the classroom for the 

duration of the lesson. Students will collect their 

devices at the completion of the lesson. Students 

are also able to leave their devices in their lockers, 

provided they secure their locker with the lock 

provided by the College. We trust the new  

procedure will assist our students in ensuring their 

learning is maximised in the classroom. As always, 

if there are any queries, please do not hesitate to 

contact me direct. 

Enjoy your fortnight! 

PENNY MCKENZIE 



The Wrap - Sports News 
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Staff Devotion  

by Donna Barnett 

 

Athletics Success Stories  
Well done to all the Encounter Athletes who  

represented the Southern Fleurieu Team at the State 

Athletics Carnival at Santos in the last week of Term 

3. A special mention to Lily Baxter for winning  

individual Gold at Discus and Silver at Shotput for 11 

Year Old Girls and Trent Leach for Bronze in the 100m 

Final for 12 Year Old Boys. Along  with these  

individual medals, Lily Baxter and Grace Rogers won 

their 4 x 100m Relays and Trent Leach and Charlie 

Humphris came second in the 4 x 100m Relay for 

their age groups.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to Lily  

Baxter (pictured right) who 

has gone on to be selected 

for the SSSA Track and Field 

team for South Australia 

and will compete in the 11 

Year Old multi-event at the 

National Championships in  

Melbourne later in  

November.  

 

Last  week, as children were arriving and getting 

ready for another day here at Encounter Lutheran 

College, a stunning rainbow appeared, almost out of 

nowhere, to hold itself over the school like a glorious 

big hug, or a bright safety shield to keep us all safe. 

I have always loved rainbows - I remember jumping 

on the neighbour’s trampoline with a hose spraying 

water and trying desperately to jump through my 

rainbows, and in my senior school years creating light 

diffusion in physics class. Rainbows have delighted 

and fascinated me. 

On my wedding day it rained, and though our vows 

were shared inside, away from the rain, we emerged 

as husband and wife to the vision of a most stunning 

rainbow over the waters of Port Elliot. I feel blessed 

that it rained that day. 

Sometimes, though, the most beautiful rainbows are 

those that follow the roughest of storms, and  

sometimes we need to weather those storms to truly 

appreciate the glory in the rainbow that follows. Life 

is full of trials - they are unavoidable and they can be 

challenging, but knowing that rainbows can be 

found in the smallest droplet of rain can be powerful. 

When things are getting stormy in my life, I take a 

deep breath and wait, because I trust that soon a 

rainbow will come and light up my world. 

 

"The rainbow shall be in the cloud, and I will look 

on it to remember the everlasting covenant  

between God and every living creature". 

Genisis 9:16 

 

 

Grace Rogers 

Trent Leach & Charlie Humphris 

FOUND:  

An aqua coloured ladies bicycle has been left at 

the College for a number of weeks. If you have  

misplaced it please let the Front Office know.  
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From THE NEST 

 

ENCOUNTER QUEST 
Our inaugural Encounter Quest was held on the last Thursday of Term 3 – and what a great success it was!   

Students from each year level represented their house and participated in a fun, book related quiz event 

with prizes, singing, delicious food and lots of laughter! 

It was fantastic to see groups of students from Reception to Year 12 working as a team. 

The students enjoyed it so much The Nest staff intend on making it an annual event on The Nest calendar. 

READERS RAP at VH R-7 
Sixteen students represented four teams from Encounter Lutheran College at a Readers Rap Competition 

held recently at Victor Harbor R-7.   

Teams of four students studied the same texts as seven other schools across the Fleurieu. 

The students were also fortunate to hear from author and speaker, Mike Dumbleton. 

Encounter teams placed 1st and 3rd and were able to celebrate by choosing books from South Seas Book 

Shop in Port Elliot who donated prizes for the event. 

Congratulations to the following students who represented Encounter: Jack Van Rhoda, Tiani-Rose  
Jamieson, Amelie Grivell, Sean Curzons, Byron Bugg, Henry Weiss, Ben Coleshill, Manny Cameron,  

Valentina Plisko, Molly Green, Harlie Smith, Cormac Davis, Scarlett Spees, Mia Prance, Leila Britton and Joss 

Boxall.  
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2019 Principal’s Scholarships NOW OPEN 

Application Forms for 2019 Principal’s  

Scholarships are now available from the Front 

Office. A single application fee of $50 applies for 

each applicant. 
 

Scholarship categories include: 

 Academic          

 Service to Community 

 Sport 

 Music 

 Technology 

  

All applications must be submitted by Friday 16th 

November. 

 

R-7 INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC EVENING 2018 

Wednesday 14th November at 6pm in the Nest. 

Any students learning instruments out of school hours 

are also welcome to perform at this evening by   

contacting Mrs Rochelle Grenfell : 
rochelle.grenfell@encounter.sa.edu.au 

mailto:rochelle.grenfell@encounter.sa.e.au
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