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From the PRINCIPAL
Week 7 Term 4
Monday 26th November
 Year 11 Exams
Tuesday 27th November
 Year 11 Exams
Wednesday 28th November
 Year 11 Exams/Year 12 2019
Transition

Dear Parents/Carers,
This week, for the third time, we honoured and farewelled our Year 12
students at the Gratitude Dinner. Held at the McCracken Function
Centre and with similarities to valedictory evenings elsewhere, the
emphasis for our final graduation service is very much on gratitude
rather than achievement.
We absolutely acknowledge students who have aspired and excelled,
yet our overwhelming sense each year at this time is one of being
thankful.
We are thankful for the privilege of working with a group of young
people for up to 13 years of their lives, but also their parents and families
over that journey. I’m thankful too for the staff who have upheld,
nurtured and inspired these students to create opportunities for
themselves.
A particularly unique and special aspect of the Gratitude Dinner is
inviting the previous year’s College Captains to attend the evening. It’s
a small way we demonstrate the honour of this leadership role, but also
the reality that the end of Year 12 does not have to be the full stop on
your relationship with Encounter.
One example is our Year 12 Reunion the following April. However, it’s the
more informal, ongoing conversations of support around university
placement and progress, assistance with finding employment or just
being able to return to their school home of Encounter whenever they
want to, that forges a lasting relationship that is most unique.
Although our Gratitude Dinner is a goodbye, we certainly hope it’s not
the last one.
God’s Blessings,
KELVIN

 Year 10 Exams
 Year 4/5/6 Choir - Nursing
Home performance

Thursday 29th November
 Year 10 Exams
 Year 12 2019 Transition
Friday 30th November
 Year 10 Exams/Australian

Business Week (ABW) begins

 Foundation 2019 Transition
 Early Learning 2019 Transition
 Shine - Year 6 Mariner
———————————————————————————

Week 8 Term 4

Monday 3rd December
 Year 10 Australian Business
Week (ABW)

 Year 6 Aquatics Excursion
 The Gallery Student Led
Conference

Tuesday 4th December
 Year 10 ABW
Wednesday 5th December
 Year 10 ABW
 P&F Christmas Stall–Music Bass
 JS Christmas Concert 2pm
Thursday 6th December
 Year 10 ABW
Friday 7th December
 Foundation 2019 Transition
 Early Learning 2019 Transition
 Shine - Year 3 Foulkes

BOOK CLUB DUE:
FRIDAY 23RD NOVEMBER

From the Head of Junior School
Who your child will be with and the teacher they will
have the following year is a popular topic of
conversation around this time of the year. The idea of
changing classes in the new year can also be a time of
high anxiety for children (and their parents) and can
make some children feel uncomfortable.
We would like to reassure all families that teachers
devote significant time to the process of allocating
students into classes for the following year. We take this
responsibility seriously, always focusing on doing the
best we can with the relevant information we have.
Our primary concern is always related to the welfare of
students, with input provided by current classroom
teachers and confidentiality of sensitive information
being critical. Members of the School Leadership Team
also provide guidance and support throughout the
process which includes us considering a variety of
information that we believe is relevant. This includes
(not in any priority):
 Social/emotional information
 Learning needs (learning support, disability,
giftedness, etc.)
 Academic history
 Friendship history
 Behavioural needs
 Gender balance
 Siblings/ relatives information
 The desire to create opportunities for students to
experience different social opportunities.
Please note we do not invite 'requests' from parents
regarding specific teachers. These requests place
significant pressure on teachers, which can create an
unnecessary distraction from more important
considerations relating specifically to student needs.
Earlier this week you would have received a letter
outlining some of the proposed changes to transition
this year. The main reason for the changes to transition
for students in the Junior School is to accommodate a
more seamless and supportive move into a new year.
We hope it will assist some students in minimising the
anxiety experienced starting a new school year, as well
as making for a more relaxed holiday period – particularly in the lead up to school returning.
We thank you in advance for supporting the decisions
made by the College about where we believe your
child will best thrive, and look forward to a successful
transition period.
Blessings
TORI WEISS

From the Head of Middle &
Senior School
I write this as I reflect on our Gratitude Dinner,
which was held on Wednesday evening this
week. The most common question I receive from
colleagues and friends when I say I am attending
our end of Year 12 celebration is “why is it called
that”? It’s a question I think is worth explaining to
our community.
At Encounter we are grateful for our students and
their families. We feel grateful for the trust placed
in us to nurture young people on their journey
through to further education and/or employment.
Our families make up our community, no one is
just a ‘number’ and every student and family is
equally valued. So our Gratitude Dinner is a time
to share our thanks with our students and their
families. It is a time for celebration and reflection.
Each of our students is a unique gift from God,
and planning their pathway and watching their
journey is something we are so very thankful for.
Each year we watch with pride as our young
people bask in the relief of their final exams, and
share their celebration of the end of their
secondary schooling with their loved ones. It truly
is a wonderful part of our lives here at Encounter.
We are truly blessed to be part of such a
wonderful community.
Congratulations must go to our Year 12
Academic Excellence recipients for 2018:
Mihkayla Price, Kitty Davidson, Kaelee Cannan,
Thomas Round and Joshua Roberts.
Congratulations also to Angus Bruce and Lewis
Ridley for their Citizenship Awards (sponsored by
the Victor Harbor Lions Club) and Joshua Roberts
for the See Optometry Science Award. This year
the recipient of the Australian Defence Force
Long Tan Award was Angus Bruce, and the
Principal’s Award was presented to Lachlan
Camm.
God’s blessings go with our Year 12 Class of 2018
into as they make their unique mark on our world.
Blessings for your fortnight
PENNY MCKENZIE
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Staff Devotion
by Narelle Camm

The Wrap
Sports News

Inspired by Lynn White

Milo Cricket T20 Blast School Cup

A picture paints a thousands words ………
With a picture or an illustration, you can convey an
idea or a truth with a thousand times more clarity
than mere words.

I have the privilege in my role, of being able to roam
the College and take images of students and staff
enjoying their daily lives here at Encounter.
It doesn't matter if we are capturing pictures of Year
12s at their final assembly, soaking up the last few
hours of their time together at ELC, or our Early
Learners clutching on to their educators and carers
as they explore their outdoor play spaces and form
new ”forever” friendships; all these images paint a
picture of the love, care and support that is on
display daily at Encounter.
We are so blessed that technology allows us to
capture these moments and share them with our
College community ,and even the wider community,
on a daily basis allowing us to openly celebrate all
things Encounter.

2019 STATIONERY ORDERS
Stationery orders for the 2019 school year can be
ordered from now until 21st December 2018 through
Lighthouse Books by following the link below:
https://order.lighthousebooks.com.au/Account/Login?
ReturnUrl=%2f

All year 7 to 12 orders placed before the 21st December
will receive a 20% discount on most stationery items.
Late orders (strictly after 21st December 2018) will incur
a $15 service fee to cover additional ordering,
packaging and distribution.
All Booklist enquiries should be directed to
booklist@lighthousebooks.com.au

Year 6/7 Boys recently attended the Milo Cricket
School Cup at Goolwa Oval
finishing in second place to Eastern Fleurieu
School. The boys played with such
enthusiasm and team spirit which
contributed to winning three out of four games
throughout the day. Well done to the following
boys (pictured):
Makai Whitborne, Riley Pitman, Luke
Humphris, Fletcher Brunt, Riley Bennett,
William Weiss, Devon Sugrue and Jake Ashcroft

Australian School Basketball
Championships – Melbourne
It’s an exciting time for College Sport with 25
students about to create a little ELC history in
the coming weeks. For the first time we are
travelling with 3 teams to the Australian
Schools Championship in Melbourne, and
more importantly seeing the debut of our
College Girls’ team at a National Tournament.
The U20 Men are looking to defend their title in
Division 2, while both U17 teams depart with
great optimism.
You can follow all the results and statistics at
http://websites.sportstg.com/
assoc_page.cgi?c=1-8979-0-3357910&a=COMPS.
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Around the COLLEGE
2019 COLLEGE MUSICAL
Next year Encounter Lutheran College is excited to
announce that we will be producing the
Sound of Music as our College musical. While this is
predominantly a Middle and Senior School
production, there exists some opportunity for students
in the Junior School to audition for the children's roles.
Please discuss this opportunity with you child and
note that auditions for principal roles will be held this
term.
Any questions, please direct to Susie Lush at
thesoundofmusic@encounter.sa.edu.au

To view the Sound of Music Information Pack which
details auditions, rehearsals and performance dates
and times, follow the link below:
https://www.encounter.sa.edu.au/learning/the-arts/

YEAR 12 ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE & SERVICE
AWARDS
Congratulations to the following Year 12 Students
on their Academic Excellence Awards:
Dance

Mihkayla Price

English

Mihkayla Price

History

Kitty Davidson

Hospitality

Kaelee Cannan

Japanese

Kitty Davidson

General Mathematics

Tom Round

Mathematical Methods

Joshua Roberts

Physics

Joshua Roberts

Religion Studies

Joshua Roberts

Visual Arts

Mihkayla Price

Research Project

Kitty Davidson

Congratulations to the following students who
received Service Awards:
Spirit of Encounter Award
(presented by Lions Club)
Long Tan Award
See Optometry Award

Angus Bruce
Lewis Ridley
Angus Bruce
Joshua Roberts

Congratulations to Lachlan Camm on being
presented with the Principal’s Award.

Christmas Message from The College Board
The Board of Encounter Lutheran College would like
to take this opportunity to warmly thank the staff,
families, volunteers and broader College community
for their support and work within our unique, inspiring
and growing College.
We wish everyone a joyful Christmas and happy and
safe holiday.
Rachel Althorp, Tim Prance, Vic Walter, John
Morgan, Bryce Walker, Anna Watson, Sarah
Milosevic, Michael Ridley, Andrew Vanderwal,
Tyna Newman and Kelvin Grivell.
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Calling all ELFS!
The Rotary club of Victor Harbor requires 6 children to
be Elfs on their float for this year’s pageant, if you can
please contact Dave Jenkins on 85521525 by the 23rd
of December.

Elf hats will be supplied by the Club and adults will be
in the float with the children.
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