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There is a quote I like:  

If you don’t love reading, you are not reading the right books.   

It’s so very true. Some people enjoy fantasy books, or romance, graphic     

novels, magazines and/or thrillers. But me, personally, I enjoy biographies and 

autobiographies. Reading about the events and experiences that shape   

people’s lives often influences and affects my beliefs and the way I view the 

world. 

Many of you would be familiar with Anh Do, one of Australia’s funniest          

comedians. Anh’s family are refugees, fleeing war-torn Vietnam on a tiny boat 

in search of a safer life. After nearly being killed by pirates and dying of        

starvation and thirst, they arrived in Australia. And Anh’s whole family are     

forever grateful. The Happiest Refugee was a book which had me giggling 

and smiling to myself throughout, but there were also moments of              

astonishment and inspiration which stirred emotions in me which we made me 

reach for the tissues.   

It would have to be one of the 

greatest books I’ve read.  

BOOK REVIEW  
By Carolyn Brunt 

This book would make a 

great Christmas gift for 

your Mum or Dad! 

The HAPPIEST Refugee  

By Anh Do 
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  PE WEEK 
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In celebration of PE Week this 

week, here are some great books 

on sport we think you will enjoy!  

                             THE CAPTAIN CLASS  
               - Sam Walker 

                       The secret to winning is not what you think 

it is it is.           it is.  It’s not the coach.  It’s not the star. 

                       It’s not chemistry. It’s not a strategy. 

                       It’s something else entirely.  This book will  

                       challenge your assumptions of what  

                       inspired leadership looks like.     

                  YELLOW & BLACK 
                  - Konrad Marshall  

                 A Season with Richmond reveals the                                            

                            intimate story of the Richmond                     

                            Football Club through the highs and 

                            heartaches of the 2017 season.     

 

                       SURF FOR YOUR LIFE  

                       - Mick Fanning 

                    An inspirational tale of overcoming the  

                      odds to become a world surfing champion. 

                                  (NF   -    797.3  FAN) 

 

                    RETURN OF THE KING:    
                 LeBron James, The Cleveland  

                      Cavaliers and the Greatest 

                      Comeback in NBA History 

                    The inside story of LeBron James's return 

                        and ultimate triumph in Cleveland. 

                                      

                BETTER GOLF  

-               - Steve Newell  

                            Everything you need to know about golf  

                      and how to play the game. 

                                  (NF  -  796 NEW) 

                                     GREAT SPORTING MOMENTS  

                              The best images of the 20th Century 

                                       World Cups, Grand Finals, Olympic            

                                      Games, Test matches, Australian Opens  

                                      and Melbourne Cups… Great Sporting  

Moments records a century of sport as caught through the  

lenses of cameras.            (NF  -  796.0994 ) 

                TRUE SPIRIT: The Aussie girl who 

                took on the world 

                Jessica Watson is the youngest person to  

                      ever have sailed around the world solo.  

                      True Spirit covers the planning, the itinerary, 

                      how she handled the perilous conditions 

                     and how the experience changed her life.  

                                    (NF   -   910.4  WAT) 

 

                        INTERNATIONAL  

                        GODS OF SPORT  

                        Enter the personal lives of great     

                                 sporting superstars and hear the  

                                 surprising role faith plays in          

                                 motivating and sustaining them.  

                                        (NF - 796.092 CHA) 
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A fabulous selection of soccer books  

have just arrived in The Nest!  

DEADLY UNNA?    By Phillip Gwynne 

This gutsy novel, set in a small coastal town in South Australia is a rites-of-passage story 

about two boys confronting the depth of racism that exists all around them.   Dumby's 

the star of the footy team, he's got a killer smile and the knack with girls, and he's      

Indigeneous. Blacky's a gutless wonder, needs braces, never knows what to say around 

the girls, and he's white. But they’re friends… 

The novel is written from Blacky’s point of view and covers the period leading up to the 

local football grand final and the summer after.   

 

FEATURE BOOK:   FEATHERS    
by Phil Cummings & Phil Lesnie 

If we could all fly around the world like the sandpiper in Phil           

Cummings and Phil Lesnie’s latest picture book, we would see how 

many people are experiencing extreme hardships that force them 

to flee their homes. The sandpiper flies vast distances as it migrates 

to safety, dropping the occasional feather to children far below.      

It is airborne throughout the entire book, emphasising the extent of 

its journey and the variety of the terrain. Its fallen feathers land in the 

hands of children who delight in their finds. This simple and poignant 

story conveys the despair of displaced people and the cruel effects 

of natural and man-made disasters. The artwork follows the        

sandpiper’s journey over watery landscapes, ruined houses and  

war-ravaged townships. The sandpiper finally reaches safety, and 

the final feather is found by a young girl and her father, who reflect 

on how lucky they are to live in such a safe place.  

Feathers is a beautiful book that is highly  
recommended for readers eight and up, but 

can also be shared with younger readers. It 

should provoke lively classroom discussions. 


