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From the PRINCIPAL
Week 4 Term 2

Monday 20th May
 SAPSASA State Athletics
Carnival

Tuesday 21st May
 Yr 9/10 Drama Production
Victor Harbor Town Hall
12PM & 6PM

Friday24th May
As the rain falls and the nights cool, I’m reminded of the joys of wood fires
in winter. There’s nothing quite like them.
A few years ago at a Lutheran Principals Australia conference a precious
poem was shared with us about fires. As our second term takes full flight I
hope you’re able to see the value of slowing down to keep your fire
burning as you reflect on these words:
Fire: Judy Brown

Shine - Year 4

———————————————————————————

Week 5 Term 2

Tuesday 28th May
 SAPSASA Yr 6/7 Boys
KO Soccer

Wednesday 29th May
 SAPSASA Southern Fleurieu
Netball/Football Carnival

What makes a fire burn is space between the logs, a breathing space.
Too much of a good thing, too many logs packed in too tight can douse
the flames almost as surely as a pail of water would.
So building fires requires attention to the spaces in between, as much as to
the wood.
When we are able to build open spaces in the same way we have
learned to pile on the logs, then we can come to see how it is fuel, and
absence of the fuel together, that make fire possible.
We only need to lay a log lightly from time to time.
A fire grows simply because the space is there, with openings in which the
flame that knows just how it wants to burn can find its way.

Thursday 30th May
 The Sound of Music

Victor Harbor Town Hall
6.30PM

Friday 31st May
 The Sound of Music

Victor Harbor Town Hall
6.30PM
 SSSA KO Open Boys/Girls
Basketball
 SHINE - Foundation

Saturday1st June
 The Sound of Music

Victor Harbor Town Hall
12.30PM & 6.30PM

Blessings,

KELVIN

Book Club due
Friday 10th May

Coffee and Tea available
from the College’s
GPS Café
each Friday from 8.45am

From the Head of Junior School
This week students in Years 3, 5, 7 and 9 have been
participating in the annual NAPLAN tests in reading,
writing, language conventions (spelling, grammar
and punctuation) and numeracy. The tests (which
occur in every school in Australia), seek to provide
parents and schools with an understanding of how
individual students are performing at the time of the
tests.
While NAPLAN tests are indeed one way of ensuring
our teaching and learning programs are meeting
important educational outcomes, it is also helpful to
remember they are just one aspect of our College’s
assessment and reporting process; they do not
replace ongoing and regular assessments made by
your child's teachers about their learning.
Just as you were reminded last year, NAPLAN does
not assess what makes students at Encounter
precious or loved. NAPLAN doesn't measure how
well your child can sing and paint or how persistent
they are when things at school are difficult. These
assessments don't show how helpful your child
is around the classroom or much joy they bring to
their teachers and fellow students, nor do they show
how patient they are with younger
children or how much progress they have made
with their learning compared to this time last year.
As Einstein was once famously quoted as saying:
"Everybody is a genius. But if you judge a fish by its
ability to climb a tree, it will live its whole life
believing that it is stupid."
At Encounter, we are proud of all our students and
are delighted daily by all the different qualities and
attributes that make them unique. We don't want
our students to feel defined by a NAPLAN test, but
to recognise their dignity and worth, created by a
loving God.
As it says in Psalm 139:14,
Oh yes, you shaped me first inside, then out; you
formed me in my mother’s womb. I thank you, God
- you’re breathtaking! Body and soul, I am
marvelously made!
Blessings

From the Head of Middle &
Senior School
Welcome to Week 3 and the glorious weather that
has accompanied it!
This week I’d like to share some information
recently published by the Federal Government in
the “Australian Jobs 2019” paper, which highlights
current employment trends and identifies areas
and opportunities for the future. The paper
suggests that the labour market of the future is one
in which workers will need a range of complex skills.
Most importantly, it is the capacity to gain new skills
and apply existing skills to new contexts that will be
critical to success in the changing job market.
Recently a survey by the World Economic Forum
found that, by 2022, more than half of all current
employees will require significant reskilling or
upskilling. Students in the Middle and Senior years
face an exciting, yet uncertain employment future.
Whilst technological skills are important, it is the
ability to apply other skills, such as problem-solving,
creativity, complex judgement, social interaction,
emotional intelligence and other interpersonal skills
that will leave job seekers well placed into the next
decade. Jobs involving these skills are more likely
to grow, and are less likely to be overtaken by
advances in automation and artificial intelligence.
At Encounter in Middle and Senior School these
skills are embedded into our curriculum. The MYP
approaches to learning, along with the SACE
capabilities are grounding our young people in
these important skills for the future. Whilst we
cannot accurately predict what jobs may be
created in 5, let alone 10 years, I’m confident we
are equipping our young people with the capacity
to navigate this challenging and exciting future.
I wish you every blessing for the fortnight ahead.
PENNY MCKENZIE

TORI WEISS
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Staff Devotion
by Narelle Camm
She opens her mouth with wisdom, and the
teaching of kindness is on her tongue.”
Proverbs 31:26
With Mothers’ Day last Sunday, I though it fitting to
look at composing a devotion around motherhood.
As a mother of three young adults I often reflect on
this at-times-impossible task of being a mother.
Thinking that having babies and getting through
sleepless nights and toddler tantrums were going to
be the most difficult parts of raising a child – I WAS
CLEARLY WRONG!
Once children become teenagers and start to want
to make their way in the world, albeit at lightning
speed, is by far the most challenging time as a
parent. Children need to grow emotionally, socially
and as an individual, and whilst standing back and
watching this transformation, as their protector and
teacher, can give us much joy, it can be stressful,
and heartbreaking, especially in today’s socially
challenged world.
One proud mum observation I have made about my
“mothering” abilities is that I have raised children
with GOD in mind – I have taught them right values
and raised them up to love GOD and look up to him
in times of uncertainty, hopelessness and also in
times of joy.
Every day I send up my “mum” worries to the Lord
and feel reassured that whatever path my children
take and whatever life throws at them, HE has a plan
for them. My role as their mother, will continue as the
nurturer, the listening ear, the provider of words of
wisdom, the teacher of kindness, and most
importantly the one that offers them unconditional
and non-judgmental love here on earth.
A Prayer for Mums:
Lord, please help me to raise my children with You in
mind. Help me to teach them the right values and to
raise them up to love You, to seek Your heart and to
embark on the path that You have laid before them.
God, please help me along the path, even as I face
difficult patches and navigate uncharted waters. Thank
you for the gift of motherhood — and for Your love.
Amen.

TEACHING & LEARNING
Applications are now open for the 2020
National Youth Science Forum (NYSF)
The NYSF is 12-day residential program, held in
January 2020, designed to give students a broader
understanding of the diverse study and career
options available in science, technology, engineering
and mathematics (STEM) and to encourage
continued studies in these fields.
In 2020, there will be 600 places available across
three sessions. While at the program students will:
 live on campus at one of the host universities (Australian National University or University of
Queensland);
 tour science and technology labs and sites;


mix with other like-minded students from all over
Australia;

In previous years, Encounter students Josh Roberts
and Leon Phillips have attended and found the
experience to be highly enjoyable and valuable for
helping them pursue a STEM pathway.
Any current year 11 students interested in in the NYS
program should contact Mr Britton.

COLLEGE PHOTO DAY
Thursday 6th June is the College Photo Day
(Foundation—Year 12).
Individual order envelopes will be going home by
the end of this week. ALL envelopes need to be
returned to Homeclass teachers by Photo Day
regardless of ordering or not.
SIBLING ENVELOPES are available from the Front
Office and need to be returned to the FRONT OFFICE
prior to Photo Day.

SCHOLASTIC BOOK FAIR 2019
This year our Book Fair will be held on the following
dates:
Wed 12th June 8:30am – 9:00am 3:00pm – 3:30pm
Thurs 13th June 8:30am – 9:00am
3:00pm – 3.30pm
Fri 14th June
8.15am – 12noon (Grand Friends Day)
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FROM THE SPORT’S DESK
SAPSASA SOUTHERN FLEURIEU ATHLETICS

THE SOUND OF MUSIC
Tickets are selling fast to our production of The
Sound Of Music at the Victor Harbor Town Hall from
the 30th of May until the 1st of June.
This family classic will delight audiences of all ages.
The cast comprising of students from Year 1 to Year
11, have been in rehearsals since January, and are
extremely excited for production week where they
can showcase their acting and singing abilities in
such an endearing musical.
Performances are being held at the following times:

On Monday 6th May the Encounter Athletics team
participated in the Southern Fleurieu SAPSASA
Carnival in sunny conditions at Victor Harbor Primary
School Oval. Encounter were Runners Up overall to
the Athletics Shield and third on Handicap. Our
students were outstanding with many of our students
placing in the top three for their events. New records
for 2019 were achieved by Lily Baxter (=discus and
800m for 12 year old girls), Jade Manuel (800m for 13
year old girls) and Ella Rosser (=high jump for 13 year
old girls).
A fantastic effort by Tempany Hames (10 year old
girls) and Lily Baxter (12 year old girls) on winning
Individual Champion for their age group.
Congratulations also to Morgan Branson, Mac Grivell,
Levi Stringer (Year 4), Lily Baxter, Ella Rosser, Trent
Leach and Charlie Humphris (Year 7) who won their
individual events and will join the Southern Fleurieu
team for State Athletics Day at Santos on the 20th
May.

SAPSASA CROSS COUNTRY

THURSDAY 30TH MAY

6PM

FRIDAY 31ST MAY

6PM

SATURDAY 1ST JUNE

12.30PM and 6PM

Tickets are on sale through trybooking.com with
Adults $15 and Children 2+ $10.
Come along to this iconic show which will touch the
hearts of all ages.
Click on the following link to purchase your tickets:
https://www.trybooking.com/BCCFP

The SAPSASA Southern Fleurieu Cross Country was
held on Wednesday 8th May with 30 students from
Year 4 to 7 completing the course at Kent Reserve.
Well done to the students who were successful in
placing top 6 for their age group who will now go on
to participate at Oakbank State Cross Country Day:
Keane Jamieson, Mac Grivell, Arley Partridge,
Elliot Fehrmann, Amelie Grivell, Rhun Williams,
Ryley Bastalec, Matawai Scarvelis, Charlie Humphris
and Lily Baxter.

CONGRATULATIONS ON SAPSASA SUCCESS

Rhun Williams,
Ryley Bastalec

Keane Jamieson

Ella Rosser
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