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From the PRINCIPAL
Week 6 Term 2
Monday 3rd June
 SSSA State Surfing
Championships

Tuesday 4th June
 SSSA KO Pool B Netball
Strathalbyn

‘The hills are alive!’
Whether a critic or fanatic, The Sound of Music is something to behold. As
this week draws to a close, a cast of Encounter students from Years 1-11
will grace the Town Hall and bring the songs of the Von Trapp Family to life.
Although the College calendar seems to burst at the seams throughout
the year, a musical such as this still takes centre stage (pardon the pun)
when it arrives. Apart from the talent on show and the pure joy it provides
for cast and audience members alike, the true sense of team that is
expressed through these unique opportunities cannot be overstated.
So to the staff (special thanks to Georgia Martin, Susie Lush, Nelly Camm
and Josh Koop), students and families who have brought the hills to life
and so much more, go and break a leg!
For the rest of you, do yourselves a favour and try to find a spare ticket for
one of our four performances.
Blessings,
KELVIN

Thursday 6th June
 College Photo Day
 SAPSASA State Cross Country
Oakbank

Friday 7th June
 Shine - Year 1

———————————————————————————

Week 7 Term 2

Monday 10th June
 PUBLIC HOLIDAY
Wednesday 12th June
 Yr 10/11 Immunisations
(Men. B) - Dose 2

 Scholastic Book Fair - The Nest
8:30am – 9:00am
3:00pm – 3:30pm

Thursday 13th June
 Year 1 Excursion and Almost
Sleepover

 Scholastic Book Fair - The Nest
8:30am – 9:00am
3:00pm – 3:30pm

Friday 14th June
 GRANDPARENTS’ &

GRANDFRIENDS’ DAY 9AM

 Scholastic Book Fair - The Nest
8:15am – 12PM

Photos with Grandparents &
Grandfriends available
for $10

From the Head of Junior School
I follow a group on social media called 'Hey Sigmund'
a group that endeavours to share stories 'where the
science of Psychology meets the art of being
human'. Recently they posted the following on their
website, which I really liked and thought I would
share with you.
"When I look around my classroom, I couldn't tell you
who crawled first, who walked before one or spoke in
sentences by 15 months. I can't tell you if their
mothers breastfed or bottle-fed. No clue if they still
wear pull-ups at night (and I am sure lots do). I don't
know if they potty-trained at 18 months or 4 years of
age. I don't know if their parents used control crying
or if they strapped their infants to their bodies 24/7
and co-slept.
But do you know what I can tell when I do look at my
students?
I can tell which families value kindness and manners
in their homes. I can tell when a child feels loved and
secure. I know who has pizza and movie nights on
Friday nights, and which parents read their child's
favourite story (in different voices) at bedtime. I see
how kids handle uncertain situations. I can see who
has solid routines at home and who has chores and
responsibilities. I can hear how you speak to your
child, by how they speak to others. When I look at
my little students, I don't see their milestones, I see
who they are: their hearts, their actions, their inner
voice, their struggles and triumphs and I see you and
all the love you pour into them.
We are supposed to talk about testing and
benchmarks and data during parent-teacher
meetings but last week I had an interaction with two
parents I won't soon forget. They looked at me and
said "we care about our child's learning, but what we
really want to know is how is our child as a person at
school? Is she kind? Does she include others? Is she
gracious and forgiving?"
It is an interaction that warmed my heart.
Thank you, parents, for loving your little ones - it is the
most precious gift you can give them. And they are
the richer for it."

From the Head of Middle &
Senior School
As we approach the end of semester, our Senior
School students are beginning to prepare for
examinations. The examination schedule has been
sent home, and students all have a hard copy.
We encourage students to look at examinations as
a time to share their knowledge and apply critical
and creative thinking to the learning that they
have undergone in Semester 1.
Students in Middle School will be completing their
assessments and final assignments too, with
Semester 2 beginning on Monday 24th June.
Year 10 students will also be undertaking Mock
Interviews as part of their SACE learning and Year
11 students will spend the week in Adelaide visiting
various tertiary and further education providers,
along with future employers. I am looking forward
to sharing this time with them as they begin to
further investigate their pathways beyond
Encounter.
On that note, please ‘save the date’ for our
Careers Expo here at Encounter on 31st July from
6pm.
As Kelvin mentioned in his article, I am looking
forward to attending the Opening Night of our
College production of The Sound of Music tonight
to see the end result of many months of hard work
by both the students and staff involved. There are
limited tickets available for Friday night and
Saturday Matinee, so please head to
Trybooking.com to book your last minute tickets.
I wish you every blessing for the fortnight ahead.
PENNY MCKENZIE

LLL SCHOOL BANKING BOOKS
It’s LLL interest time! Drop your LLL Bank Book into
the Front Office without their covers so that it
can be sent off for interest to be
added and updated.

Blessings
TORI WEISS
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FROM THE WELLBEING TEAM

STAFF DEVOTION
by Nyree Davis
“Be wise in the way you act toward
outsiders; make the most of every
opportunity”. C o l o s s i a n s 4 : 5
In a few weeks’ time, I have an amazing opportunity.
I am going to the World Gymnaestrada in Dornbirn,
Austria with the Australian Gymnastics Team.
Gymnaestrada is held every four years and is a
Worldwide, non-competitive, Federation for
International Gymnastics event.

Like many others, I spent much of my childhood
flipping over lounge chairs and turning cartwheels
on the lawn. I love both the challenge and freedom
of moving my body. Now we have our own kids
jumping on the trampoline, climbing on the swing set
and monkeying about in the lounge room. For this
reason, I’m back in the gym coaching and helping
breath life into the Victor Harbor Youth Club.
Despite a child’s love or interests we often see kids
start to think that they are too ‘tall’ for gymnastics’ or
‘not big enough’ for footy, or ‘not fast enough’ for
athletics’ and so on. This perception is not limited to
sports – many believe that they ‘can’t sing’ or ‘can’t
dance’ or ‘can’t DO maths’…that those things are
somehow for others to exclusively enjoy.
Gymnaestrada promotes a world view in society
where the focus is less on being better then
somebody else, but about celebrating diversity,
cooperation and community both on a social (age,
gender, nationality) and physical (skills, forms) level.
I am relishing this opportunity; to share and to learn.
In my role as MS/SS Inclusive Ed coordinator and in
these extra-curricular pursuits I love this philosophy.
The belief that we all have strengths and gifts that
connects us, rather than exclusion and comparison is
very powerful. “Make the most of each day.
Whatever turns up, grab it and do it. And Heartily.
This is your time, for life is short. Ecclesiastes” 9: 7-10.

It is daunting to think that one and a half terms are
under our belts and we’re not far off the middle of
2019.
Some positive news regarding wellbeing at
Encounter is that we now have a new, purpose built
and dedicated wellbeing space as part of the new
building. This is a safe space for purposeful
conversation and support, and is also home to Jo’s
counselling office. We are continually collecting
resources to help support your child, and want to
continue to build meaningful relationships with the
students at encounter. Should you have any
concerns or questions about the mental health and
wellbeing of your child, please feel free to contact
Tom Ling (Wellbeing Coordinator) or Jo Ashcroft
(College Counsellor).
After the success of the Carly Ryan presentations in
2018, we have booked in her presentations for the
student body and parent community later in Term 4.
Please keep your eye on the College Facebook
page and your emails for more details closer to the
date.
The HUB on Tuesdays in room 131 is open for all
students at lunch time. It is a space designed for
students to come, eat lunch, socialise, and build
relationships with each other, supported by Tom Ling,
and Jo Ashcroft.
For any podcast fans, there was a fantastic and
thought provoking discussion on the ABC
Conversations podcast between Richard Fidler of the
ABC and David Gillespie, lawyer and social
researcher delving into the complex business of the
teenage brain. During the 45minute conversation
they discuss the addictive nature of games and
social media apps, and how they are gradually
replacing previous teenage compulsions such as
smoking, drinking, and drug taking. It is well worth a
listen, the link is below.
https://www.abc.net.au/radio/programs/
conversations/david-gillespie-2019/10986686
Thank you for the ongoing support of your children at
Encounter. If you have any questions or concerns
regarding anything wellbeing related, please send
any member of the Wellbeing Team an email to
organise a conversation.
tom.ling@encounter.sa.edu.au
jo.ashcroft@encounter.sa.edu.au
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FROM THE SPORT’S DESK
SSSA YEAR 8/9 BOYS 5-A-SIDE KNOCK
OUT SOCCER
Well done to our Year 8 boys who played
gallantly against strong competition recently at
Reynella East College.
The boys came 9th overall (out of 12 teams)
and exhibited fantastic team spirit.

SCHOOL SPORT AUSTRALIAN
CHAMPIONSHIPS
Congratulations to Lily Baxter who has been
selected in the 12 and under basketball girls state
team to compete at the School Sport Australia
Championships in Bendigo VIC in August. We wish
Lily all the best for the Championships and her
preparation leading up to the event.

FROM THE SPORT’S DESK
SCHOOL SURFING
On Friday 17 May 2019 the Encounter Surf team
competed in Round 2 of the SA School Surfing
competition at Middleton Point. We were treated to
glorious weather and, at the start of the day, some
promising surf conditions - 2 to 3 foot with light
offshores.
Madi Cannell surfed well in the Girls Under 16 Division
and made the semi finals. Henry Martin and Sam
Tummel also surfed well in the Open Boys Division,
making it through Round 1, but unfortunately they
were knocked out in Round 2. Georgia Perry made it
through her first round heat in the Girls White Water
Division. However, the stand our performers on the
day were Will Powell-Humble and Zach Palmer. Both
boys surfed in the Under 16 Boys Division and were
ripping all day. Zach and Will can hold their head
high as they made it to the finals and finished second
overall.
Tom and I were impressed by the way all students
competed on the day, their excellent sportsmanship,
and the positive way they represented the College
on the day.
We would also like to commend Arie Minenko for his
help and for taking some excellent photos - we look
forward to having you back on the team when your
shoulder heals, buddy!
Tom Ling & Dan Ruiz

SCHOOL SPORT STATE TRACK AND FIELD
CHAMPIONSHIPS
Congratulations also to the students who recently
competed at Santos Stadium for the 2019 State
Track and Field Championships in the Southern
Fleurieu Team: Morgan Branson, Mac Grivell, Levi
Stringer (Year 4), Keane Jamieson, Grace Rogers
(Year 5), Lily Baxter, Ella Rosser, Trent Leach
and Charlie Humphris (Year 7).
An outstanding effort by Levi Stringer who received
a bronze medal in his age group for Shot Put, as
well as Grace Rogers, Trent Leach and Charlie
Humphris for placing in their 100m Sprint Relay
Finals.
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COLLEGE PHOTO DAY
Next Thursday, 6th June, is College Photo Day (F-12). All student photo envelopes need to be returned to
class teachers prior to photo day, whether purchasing photos or not.
All Family sibling photo envelopes can be collected from the Front Office and need to be returned to the
Front Office prior to photo day.

Please be aware that students need to be in their formal winter uniform. This includes the following:
GIRLS:
 Winter skirts (knee length or below) with navy tights OR long navy trousers with navy socks
 Hair tied back with either red, blue or white(College colours) hair accessories
 Plain gold or silver stud earrings in the lower lobe only (no sleepers)
 Red Jumpers for Junior and Middle School
students and Blue jumper Year 10 –12
(no Year 12 Wind cheaters)
 Make-up free - light tinted moisturiser and light mascara for students in Year 10-12 only
BOYS:
 Long navy trousers with navy socks
 Cleanly shaven
 Hair tied back
 Plain gold or silver stud earrings in the lower lobe only (no sleepers)
 Red Jumpers for Junior and Middle School
students and Blue jumper Year 10 –12
(Year 12s need to bring both Navy Jumper and Windcheaters)

BLAZERS AND TIES FOR ALL MIDDLE & SENIOR STUDENTS

WALKATHON REMINDER
A reminder that the College Walkathon will be taking place in Week 9 this term. Students are asked to
seek donations for their efforts. A donation form is attached to this newsletter and all money donated
needs to be returned to the College by Friday 28th June (last day of Term 2). Friday 28th June will be a
casual day.
All money raised will be going to Australian Lutheran World Service as a Yilki House fundraiser.
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FROM THE NEST
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Camp Australia’s Encounter Lutheran College
TERM 4and
|
service is available both before and afterschool
has a new coordinator Belinda. For more info visit
https://www.campaustralia.com.au/ .

ISSUE 4

