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I met this young woman, Eliza, at Kakuma Refugee Camp, in the  

north-west of Kenya. She is part of the local football (soccer) competition 

and is Captain of the ‘Bright Starlets’. She is proud, capable and strong. To 

me, her smile, her words and her conviction were symbolic of so many we 

met within the Camp. Eliza does not want pity; she simply wants an  

opportunity. She does not feel sorry for herself; she wants a future for  

herself.  

Eliza has a unique capacity to articulate the challenges she and other 

young women face. Football creates a barrier to serious physical assault 

and other risks within the camp, yet also provides a doorway to positive 

relationships, a healthy lifestyle and other possibilities beyond the pitch.  

With almost 200,000 refugees in Kakuma, over half of them are under the 

age of 18. Kakuma is known as the Children’s Camp. As Principal of  

Encounter I am charged with the privilege and responsibility to nurture and 

empower young people. My hope for Eliza, just as it is for each of your  

children, is for young people to look beyond adversity and to see  

opportunity and grasp it with both hands.  

As we embark upon the second half of 2019 together, may we always  

remember each precious Encounter child and our shared role in inspiring 

their perspectives and pathways. 

Blessings, 

KELVIN 

 

 
 

Week 3 Term 3 
Wednesday 7th August 
 SAPSASA Year 4/5 Basketball 

Carnival - Morphett Vale  
  Year 9 Community Project     

Exhibition - 6pm 
 Friday 9th August 

 SSSA KO Yr 8-10 Basketball  

Carnival - Morphett Vale 

 SHINE - Year 2 Vaughn 

 
 

      ——————————————————————————— 
 
 

Week 4 Term 3  

Friday 16th August 
  SALA Art Show Opening -   

 5pm The Nest  
  SHINE - Year 6 Mariner 

 

     
 

STOP PRESS! 
Friday 23rd August is 

Book Week Dress Up Day: 
“What Is Your Secret  

Super Power?” 
 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR 
GENEROUS SUPPORT OF 

OUR WALKATHON 
WITH OVER $7000  
RAISED FOR ALWS 

BOOK CLUB DUE: 

FRIDAY 9TH AUGUST 



From the Head of Junior School From the Head of Middle & 

Senior School Welcome back to Term 3!  

I trust that the break from routine was a welcome one 

and that you were able to enjoy some time with your 

children.  

We have a number of exciting things happening in 

the Junior School this term.  Of particular note is our 

upcoming participation in Wakakirri.  A group of 72 

students from across the Junior School will be  

heading to the Entertainment Centre to perform in 

Australia's largest performing arts event 'Wakakirri'.   

The Aboriginal word 'Wakakirri' means ‘to dance a 

story’ according to the Wangaaypuwan people from 

Cobar NSW. It was chosen to give the event a  

distinctly Australian feel.  The event is also developed 

to promote an understanding of sustainability with all 

costumes, props and sets being formed by using the 

concepts of 'reduce, reuse, recycle'.  

Our students have worked incredibly hard, giving up 

their own time on Friday afternoons after school and 

during their holidays to bring the story of 'The Boy And 

His Bird'  (an adaption of Storm Boy) to life.  This story 

was chosen due to its significance to the Coorong - a 

place of local significance to our students and the 

recent release of the new movie, filmed in and 

around the Fleurieu.  

There are many benefits that arise from participation 

in an event like Wakakirri and we are thrilled to be 

able to provide our students with such a valuable  

extra-curricular opportunity.  As well as developing 

confidence in expressing themselves, they also  

benefit from the valuable experience performing in 

front of their peers from schools all across South  

Australia.  They develop skills in working together as 

part of a team, perseverance in bringing a story to 

life through dance and the sense of achievement 

which comes from knowing that something  

significant has been created.  

Industry professionals including Justine Clarke,  

Andrew McFarlane, Alex Papps and Emma Watson 

(the Yellow Wiggle) will be part of the panel of judges 

who will be evaluating our performance.  

Parents will be invited to a special 'sneak peek' in the 

coming weeks.  We can't wait to share the hard work 

of our students with you and know you will feel as 

proud of the 2019 Wakakirri Team as we do .  
 

Blessings 

TORI WEISS 

 

Welcome back to a wintry Term 3!  

As you may have seen our building project is  

moving along quickly and we are now seeing the 

walls and carparking really beginning to take 

shape. It’s such an exciting time to be part of the 

Encounter community.  

Our subject counselling for all students in Year 9-12 

for the 2020 school year is now underway. If you 

have not yet booked your appointment, please 

contact the Front Office who can assist you.  

Individualised pathways and subject counselling 

are a hallmark of the Encounter experience, and 

we are very grateful to be able to walk beside our 

young people and their families through their  

secondary schooling journey (and beyond!).  

Spare Curriculum Guides are available through the 

Front Office, and can also be accessed via our 

website. Students have had the following website 

links sent to them to access their applicable Guide. 

Year 9 2020: https://www.encounter.sa.edu.au/wp

-content/uploads/2019/07/2020-Middle-School-

Curriculum-Guide-Website.pdf  

Year 10 2020: https://www.encounter.sa.edu.au/

wp-content/uploads/2019/07/2020-ELC-Pre-SACE-

Curriculum-Guide-Website.pdf  

Years 11 & 12 2020: https://

www.encounter.sa.edu.au/wp-content/

uploads/2019/07/2020-ELC-SACE-Stage-1-_-2-

Curriculum-Guide-Website.pdf  

Next week our Year 9 students will be showcasing 

their Community Project to their families –  

demonstrating their learning across the MYP 

through a community project of their 

choice.  Interested families and students from other 

year levels are most welcome to come along on 

Wednesday 7th August from 6-7pm in the NEST to 

join us. 

Wishing you blessings for your fortnight 

PENNY MCKENZIE 
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STAFF DEVOTION 

by Jo Ashcroft 
Mindfulness seems to be the new buzz word,  

everywhere we turn we hear it. For many,  

mindfulness conjurs up images of meditation, yoga, 

candles etc …. all of which are wonderful mindful 

activities, but being mindful is so much more and 

also so much less. Mindfulness or simply “being  

present” can be achieved in the simplest of daily  

activities. 

I was lucky enough to head to the York Peninsula 

camping with family and friends recently – one of 

the things I love most about camping is the  

disconnection with all things technology (plus the 

other demands of life!). Without all the distractions 

and interruptions of ordinary life, it is so easy to be 

‘present’… be in the moment and truly connect with 

the people we are with, take in our surroundings and 

just be. 

So why is this so hard to do in our everyday? The  

wellbeing team recently had the privilege of seeing 

Hugh van Cuylenburg’s (from The Resilience Project)

Public Talk. He stated that ‘we’ are only present 15% 

of our day. https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=yWOC6h2P4Ek&feature=youtu.be 

How must this impact our connections with those 

around us and especially our kids. 

The challenge for all of us is to truly connect with 

those around us, we must be present in today -  

don’t get caught up in what will be tomorrow … be  

mindful and make this a priority in our everyday. 

Matthew 6:34  

Therefore do not be anxious about tomorrow, for  

tomorrow will be anxious for itself. Sufficient for the 

day is its own trouble. 
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STUDENTS BACK FROM INDONESIA 

 

Marine Site 

After traversing through the jungle, we were finally 

back on the road and off to Bau Bau Marine Villa site. 

After settling into our new paradise (complete with 

real toilets and bathrooms and scrumptious food) we 

embarked upon our Marine studies which consisted of 

three lectures, 2 snorkels and late nights. During our 

snorkels we saw sea snakes, lionfish, colourful parrotfish 

and mantis shrimps which have the most powerful 

punches of any organism. We learned much about 

the effects of plastic and assisted with surveys  

designed to calculate how healthy our coral reefs are 

and the bio diversity of fish, invertebrates and benthic 

(corals) living on these reefs. One of the most  

eye-opening activities we participated in was the two 

beach clean-ups, where huge rice sacks were filled to 

the brim within minutes from the vast quantities of  

rubbish that had been washed up.  

Ashlee Sugrue (Year 11) 

Seven Encounter  students journeyed to Indonesia in 

the holidays to take part in Operation Wallacea where 

they conducted natural biodiversity research in  

remote locations on the small island of Buton in  

Southern Sulawesi. 

Below are summaries written by two students who  

attended this amazing scientific experience: 
 

Jungle Week  

Following over 22 hours of travel we finally arrived in 

Indonesia. We consisted of 7 Year 10 and 11 students 

and local legend science guru - Mr Wegener - all keen 

to see the sights and learn as much as possible in the 2 

weeks of travel and research we embarked on.  

The 6 days spent in the jungle camp of Lapago  

consisted of surveys regarding megafaunas, birds,  

butterfly’s, bats, herpetology and habitat. The various 

locals assisted with guiding us through the terrain and 

handing out some “tips of the trade”. Our group also 

embraced our creative side, joining the locals in some 

traditional Indonesian dancing, Mr Wegener getting 

especially enthusiastic. The staff throughout the week 

shared their wealth of knowledge with us through daily 

lectures accompanied with field work. The daily  

transects in the striking scenery allowed us to apply  

our knowledge and learn hands-on. New friendships 

were made and lifelong memories created.   

Tamzin Spooner (Year 10) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yWOC6h2P4Ek&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yWOC6h2P4Ek&feature=youtu.be
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+6%3A34&version=ESV


COLLECTION OF DATA (NCCD) 
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 On 10 May 2013, all Education Ministers from  

Commonwealth, state and territory governments 

endorsed the implementation of a Nationally  

Consistent Collection of Data on School Students 

with Disability(NCCD) in all Australian schools 

(government, independent and Catholic). 

The Australian Education Regulation 2013(Cth)  

requires this nationally consistent approach to data 

collection provides all Australian schools, education 

authorities and the community with a clear picture 

of the number of students receiving educational 

adjustments because of disability in schools, and 

the levels of adjustment they are provided to  

enable them to participate in education on the 

same basis as other students. 

If you have any questions in regards to the NCCD 

please don’t hesitate to contact our Inclusive 

Learning Coordinators Ben Chesser (Junior 

School) or Nyree Davis (Middle/Senior School). The 

data submitted for NCCS is de-identified for student 

privacy.  

SAPSASA BASKETBALL 

Congratulations to the Encounter Boys and Girls Year 

6/7 teams who participated in the SAPSASA  

Basketball Carnival at Morphett Vale Stadium last 

Wednesday. 

Both teams experienced equal levels of success  

winning 3 of their 6 games.  

The students showed outstanding sportsmanship and 

exemplary effort throughout the day and should be 

very proud of their efforts.  

A special thanks goes to the parents who continuously 

offered help and support through scoring and  

supervising of students.  
 

Michael Keough 

FROM THE SPORTS DESK 

Over the last 3 months four Encounter students 

(pictured bottom right), who are members of the 

South Coast Little Athletics Centre, have been  

participating in cross country events around the 

state from Tatachilla to Tanunda! 

On 21st July, the Little Athletics State Cross Country 

Championships were held at Carisbrooke Park 

Salisbury. The athletes were very fortunate with the 

weather. Sunshine and calm winds made the  

conditions perfect. The course entailed running 

through water, up a hill and  over obstacles. 

Abi, Grace, Kate and Charlie did extremely well, 

pushing themselves against tough competitors to 

achieve  fantastic results. Well done! 
 

1.5km Kate Rogers U9 (7.16) - 4th 

1.5km Charlie Ellis U9 (6.14) - 3rd (Bronze medal) 

2km Grace Rogers U11 (9.52) - 4th 

2km Abi Ellis U12 (10.52) - 6th   

YEAR 9 COMMUNITY PROJECT EXHIBITION 

The Year 9 Community Project Exhibition will be 

held on Wednesday 7th August from 6-7pm in the 

Nest.  

This project is based on students’ personal  

interests and is completed by all Year 9 students. 

Undertaking this project offers the students the 

following benefits: 

 Opportunity for students’ to demonstrate their 

initiative as they explore their rights and  

responsibilities to implement service as action 

in the community. 

 Opportunity for independent/group learning. 

 The culminating activity for the MYP. 

 Opportunity to draw upon & demonstrate the 

skills developed through the MYP. 

Students are looking forward to presenting their 

projects after many months of hard work. 

All members of the community are welcome to  

attend. 

Alana Johnson 

CROSS COUNTRY ATHLETES 

TEACHING & LEARNING 

CP Cycle 
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NAIDOC CELEBRATIONS 

This week in The Nest we were delighted to receive a visit from local  

Ngarrindjeri artist, Amanda Westley.  Amanda worked with Junior and  

Middle School students sharing her culture and experiences,  

as well as teaching Indigenous art. 

NEST NEWS 

 

Don’t Forget Dress Up Day 

WHEN:  

Friday 23rd August 

THEME:  

What is your  

Secret Super Power? 

BOOK WEEK  
17-23 August 2019 

The Premier’s Reading Challenge closes  

September 6th.  

Keep those forms coming in! 
ENCOUNTER BOOK CLUB 

Term 3 at Lunchtime 
________________________________________________________________ 

TUESDAYS: (Junior School)   

Hating Alison Ashley 

FRIDAYS:  (Middle School) 

The Fault in our Stars 

A THANK YOU FROM SUMATRA! 

After a recent stocktake, The Nest 

staff needed to cull some of the old 

books to make way for the new and 

updated resources  purchased from  

Book Fair Sales.  We are delighted to 

share with you, this photo of some 

books we donated to people  

in need in Sumatra. 
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P&F NEWS 
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