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Can you relate to not being able to see the forest for the trees? When 

the world closes around you and perspective is gone? 

To be completely honest, I see a fair bit of that in Wk 7-9 of most school 

terms. Niggles get ‘nigglier’ and mole hills magically become mountains. 

Staff, students, parents: no one seems to be immune. Tiredness is usually 

the key factor and, once Week 10 arrives, the light at the end of the  

tunnel looms large and we can all hang in there until we get a break. 

Being on Year 8 camp this week has been an instant circuit breaker for 

me and spending 24/7 with 52 wonderful young men and women  

meandering across Melbourne has reminded me (again!) of why I love 

what I do.  

Our young people are absolutely the immediate fun as well as the future 

hope of our world. As parents and educators may we always be  

reminded of that enormous blessing to play such significant a role in their 

lives. 

Blessings,  

KELVIN 

 

 

Week 1 Term 4   
Monday 14th October 
 Term 1 Commences -  

Opening Shine 9am 
 Year 9 Camp -  

 Heysen Hundred 
Tuesday 15th October 
 Year 9 Camp -  
     Heysen Hundred 

Wednesday 16th October 
 Year 9 Camp -  
     Heysen Hundred 
 MS/SS Requested Parent/

Teacher Interviews 4-7.30pm 
Thursday 17th October 
 Year 9 Camp -  

    Heysen Hundred 

Friday 18th October 
 Year 9 Camp Rest Day 

  ——————————————————————————— 

Week 2 Term 4 
Tuesday 23rd October 
   P& F Meeting 7pm  

Wednesday 23rd October 
 Year 2 Student Led  

Conference 
 Year 7 2020 Information Night 

     6pm The Nest 

Thursday 24th October 
 Year 1 Student Led  

Conference 
Friday 25th October 
 Year 12 Final Day of Lessons  

 Year 3/4 Hot Shots Tennis 
 Volunteer Training -  

9am The Nest 
 YEAR 12 FINAL FAREWELL 

     Whole School SHINE 
 

Barista Coffee & Tea  
available from the  
College’s GPS Café  



From the Head of Junior School 
Kon'nichiwa from Japan where I write this on a 

school trip to this beautiful country.  I will share more 

with about this trip in the next newsletter. 

It has been an incredibly busy time in the Junior 

School these last few weeks. There have been  

several classes who have undertaken Student-Led  

Conferences in the latter part of the term. These  

conferences provide an authentic learning  

opportunity for your children to share their learning 

with the people they love most.  It was touching to 

see them carefully selecting what they wanted to 

share with you and rehearsing their conference so 

they would get it 'just right'.  You may have even  

noticed some nerves as they started.  I hope that 

you walked away with a great understanding of the  

progress your child has made this year.  Handing 

over the responsibility for communicating learning 

by the teacher to the student is an intentional  

strategy that empowers students to be responsible 

for their own learning. SLCs are just another of the 

many reasons we love the PYP here at Encounter.  

The Year 6 classes have also been busy, working 

hard at their PYP 'Exhibition' which takes place in 

the final year of Junior School. Exhibition and is a 

real celebration point and is a culmination of  

learning that has been undertaken throughout their 

years in the PYP. The Year 6 cohort are really looking 

forward to sharing their learning with the wider 

community early next term and hope to see lots of 

people coming along.  Given that all students will  

eventually be involved in an Exhibition of their own, 

it makes perfect sense to come and see the  

different ones staged throughout the years.  They 

will be looking at how stories from the past shape 

the future in positive ways.  They are doing this by 

through the lens of 17 goals that world leaders  

outlined in 2015 in the hope that meeting them 

would make for a better world by 2030. These goals 

have the power to end poverty, fight inequality and 

stop climate change. Please mark October 31 in 

your calendars and pop in after school! 

I trust that you will all enjoy the change in routine 

that the upcoming holidays promise to bring.  I look  

forward to catching up with you all in the first week 

back of Term 4.  

Blessings,  

TORI WEISS 
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As a break from the day to day routine of term life 

beckons, it is timely to reflect on the blessings from 

Term 3. This term our students supported RUOK Day, 

participated in many sporting competitions, Maths 

competitions, achieved shortlisting in the Mayors 

Short Story Challenge and engaged in the  

Encounter Quest, along many other extra curricular 

activities. We are so very grateful for the students 

and their engagement, and acknowledge that 

these activities would not be possible without the 

support of our incredible staff and parent  

community. We are certainly very blessed.  

Term 4 sees the final SHINE for our Year 12 students 

in Week 2, followed by their intensive exam revision 

week. We wish them every blessing for their trial 

exams, which will be held in Week 2 of the  

holidays. Our Year 9 students are trekking the  

Heysen Trail in Week 1, and our basketball teams 

are participating in knockout finals throughout 

Term 4. 

As we consider extra curricular activities here at 

Encounter, I’d like to highlight two other offerings 

for 2020. Our biannual ski trip to New Zealand will 

be held in July and our Ntaria Central Australia Trip 

in May. We already have over 30 students express 

interest in the Ntaria Trip, and information about 

the ski trip will come out shortly. These offerings, 

along with our camp program, Japan trip,  

Operation Wallacea expedition and many other 

activities demonstrate our commitment to ensuring 

our students are internationally minded, something 

that the International Baccalaureate  PYP & MYP  

reinforces. 

I wish you every blessing as you have a short break 

from the routines of term time, and look forward to 

seeing you all on your return in Term 4. 

Blessings for the remainder of your week, 

PENNY MCKENZIE 

 

From the Head of Middle & 

Senior School 



STAFF DEVOTION 

by Paul McLeod 
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Caring for our planet, in small and big ways. 

Very early on in the Bible, it says “The LORD God took 

the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to work it 

and take care of it.” (Genesis 2:15.) As custodians of 

the planet we were given, I think we can all agree 

that the impact of humankind on our “garden” has 

not always been positive.  We are becoming more 

mindful and aware, but we need to extend this  

mindfulness and awareness to more than just com-

posting and not using single-use plastic bags. While 

those things are admirable, we need to do more. 

Consider this. Mobile phones, tablets and laptops are 

full of materials that had to be mined from the Earth, 

shipped to factories, put through a manufacturing 

process, packaged, shipped back out to stores, and 

then finally sold. That is a LOT of effort for something 

that is treated so poorly by many of us. How many 

cracked screens on phones have you seen ? How 

many dented laptops ? How full is the e-waste bin at 

Bunnings of things that are only a couple of years old 

but are busted ? What a waste... 

As the “IT Guy” here at Encounter I actively promote 

and support the use of technology that enhances 

learning. My challenge to all of us is to treat the  

wonderful technology that we have with the respect 

that it deserves. Purposeful use and ongoing care of 

what we have is just one way of showing our  

gratitude for the many gifts God gives us. 

FROM THE SPORTS DESK 
SSSA ZONE NETBALL AT SUNA 

SAPSASA HOCKEY REPRESENTATIVES 
Congratulations to the following students who 

represented the Southern Fleurieu Zone recently 

at the SAPSASA State Hockey Carnival: 
 

Grace Rogers (Year 5) 

Briege Williams (Year 5) 

Rhun Williams (Year  7) 

Matawai Scarvelis (Year 7) 

The Year 8/9 and Open Girls Netball teams  

travelled to the SUNA Netball Courts last Thursday 

19th September to compete against other school 

in our SSSA Zone.  

The girls had an awesome day out with our Open 

Girls successfully winning the Final and were  

undefeated through the minor rounds. 

Thank you also to our netball coaches and staff 

that have worked with the Netball Program  

students this year.  

Alana Johnson 

Netball Program Coordinator 

 

MAYOR’S SHORT STORY CHALLENGE 

Congratulations to the following students who were 

short-listed finalists in their applicable categories in 

the 2019 Challenge: 

Quinn Nightingale  Year 1    Matthew Sullivan Year 2 

Holly Brown Year 4                Scarlett Spees Year 7 
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TEACHING AND LEARNING 

 
ENCOUNTER QUEST 2019 

INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC EVENING 

Our annual Junior School Instrumental Music Evening  

is coming up next term on Wednesday 13th  

November and will be held in The Nest at 6pm.  

Students learning instruments during school hours will 

receive more information from their tutor in the  

coming weeks. 

We would also love to see representation from any  

students that learn instruments out of school hours.  

Please email Rochelle Grenfell, Instrumental Music  

Coordinator, rochelle.grenfell@encounter.sa.edu.au  

by week one next term if your child is interested in  

performing in the event.  

Students learning instruments during school hours will 

receive more information from their tutor in the  

coming weeks. 

Encounter Quest was held in the Nest last Thursday 

with representatives from each House and varying 

year levels, from Foundation through to Year 11,  

participating in a Quiz around their knowledge of 

popular books. 

Participants were also set the challenge of creating 

an creature from the book xxxx by using  

decommissioned books in a creative way.  

It was great to see not only the House spirit but the 

collaboration of the younger and older students to 

create their masterpieces. 

FROM THE WELLBEING TEAM 

The days are getting longer, the temperature  

warmer, and term 4 is just around the corner. Some 

news from this term. Firstly, thank you to all who  

attended our Encounter Youth (the organisation  

behind Schoolies Festival) parents guide to alcohol 

and parties seminar. Considering Schoolies Festival is 

just around the corner, it provided a valuable insight 

into navigating the challenges faced by teenagers. 

Our Senior School students were privileged to hear 

Encounter Youth present three seminars discussing all 

things re parties, safety, schoolies, and looking after 

your mates.  

This term out SWAG team (Student Wellbeing Action 

Group) put together their first of many events at  

Encounter by recognising and celebrating the  

national importance of RUOK? Day. This included 

facilitating a yellow casual day, ice block sale, a hot 

dog fry up, s’mores on the fire, and multiple different 

activities throughout the day. We are super excited 

to have students leading the charge in recognising 

the complexities of mental health and breaking 

down the stigma of seeking support.  

As we look towards next term we are excited to  

announce that the Carly Ryan Foundation will be 

visiting Encounter again on the 12th of November. 

During the day Middle and Senior School students 

will engage in presentations regarding healthy  

relationships and remaining safe online. A parent 

information session will also be held, please keep 

your eye out for further information early next term.  

Thank you for the ongoing support of your children 

at Encounter. The landscape young people have to 

navigate as they grow into young adults is  

becoming more and more complex. Nurturing  

students’ positive emotions, engagement in school, 

relationships, and sense of accomplishment requires 

the positive influence and support of many  

individuals. It really does take a village to raise a 

child.  

If you have any questions or concerns  

regarding anything wellbeing related, please send a 

member of the Wellbeing Team an email to organise 

a conversation. 
 

WELLBEING TEAM 

mailto:rochelle.grenfell@encounter.sa.edu.au
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NUDE FOOD OCTOBER 

The College, in conjunction with CREST Earth, are  implementing NUDE FOOD OCTOBER. Students are 

encouraged to avoid using plastic and other “unsustainable items” and  instead using “reusable” 

containers whilst consuming healthy food. 

The Uniform Shop is getting behind this project as well by offering 10% discount on all sustainable 

products and 30% off drink bottles. 

Your cooperation with this initiative is greatly appreciated. 
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