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A few weekends ago I joined several hundred other people to run either 

37km, 60km or 105km along the Heysen Trail. I chose the sensibly short 

version, while my brother-in-law spent over 14 hours of his Saturday  

running and speed-hiking from Waitpinga to Meadows…the whole way! 

The first question asked of people who run ultra-trail events is often 

‘WHY’? The blisters, sore legs and other less-than-desirable pain isn’t the 

reason, but it’s part and parcel. For me, I love the challenge, but always 

being a lover of the outdoors, I figure I get to see a bit more if I’m running 

rather than just hiking. It’s like express bush walking. 

I think too, there’s a sense of real satisfaction. To run (insert magic  

number) km is impressive, but when it takes a significant amount of  

preparation, planning, time and effort, the reward is far greater than 

hearing a cowbell rattle as you approach the finish line and having a 

medal draped around your neck at the end. 

Perhaps the end of 2019 might be like that for you; an effort that has 

been satisfying, albeit one requiring endurance, effort and some anguish 

along the way. If we arrived at the end of January and gave ourselves a 

pat on the back, we may not feel as though we’d earnt it, but when  

December arrives I think we all do. 

Only you know the year you are your family have had, but I hope the 

weeks ahead enable you to focus primarily on the achievements of your 

year and to smile as you stride through the finishing tape. 

Blessings, 

KELVIN 

 

Week 5 Term 4   
Tuesday 12th November 
 Early Learning Urimbirra  

Excursion 
 Carly Ryan Parent Information 

Session - 6pm The Nest 
Wednesday 13th November 
 Year 8/9 Boys/Girls Basketball 

Final  

 Foundation 2020 Transition Visit 

 Instrumental Music Evening - 

6pm The Nest 

Thursday 14th November 
 SSSA Year 10 Basktball KO  

Finals 

 Dance Showcase “Existence” 

6pm Victor Harbor Town Hall  

Friday 15th November 
 SHINE - Year 1 

  ——————————————————————————— 
 

Week 6 Term 4 
Monday 18th November 
  Early Learning 2020  

     Information Night 
 Tuesday 19th November 
  Year 8 Immunisations Dose 2 
 Year 11 Dance Excursion 
Wednesday 20th November 
  Foundation 2020 Transition Visit 
  Foundation 2020 Parent  

     Information Session 12pm 
 Year 8/9 Beach Volleyball 
 Yr 12 Gratitude Dinner 6pm 

 McCracken Country Club 
Friday 22nd November 
 SHINE - Whole School - Year 10 

& 11 Awards 

 Year 11 Drama Production - 

4pm 

 Encounter Cross-Country (F-11) 



From the Head of Junior School 

Last year, after a lengthy and extensive review of our 

learning support practices, it was decided to appoint 

an Inclusive Learning Coordinator to provide support 

for both teachers and families to remove the barriers 

that some students have with their learning. Ben 

Chesser has been invaluable in this role and has  

become an important voice in teaching and learning 

conversations in our sub-school. 

Likewise, next year, after a review of our existing  

practices, and in order to continue to strengthen the 

Primary Years Program (PYP) at Encounter, it has been 

decided to remove the role of PYP Coordinator from 

my Head of School role.  This allows my sole focus to 

remain on the oversight of the Junior School but at 

the same time, ensure that the quality delivery of the 

PYP is not being compromised by competing  

demands. 

Alicia Puiatti has been recently appointed as the 

new PYP Coordinator and will join the team in 2020. 

Alicia is also an accredited 'International  

Baccalaureate Educator' and has extensive  

experience with the program.  She is coming to us 

from Concordia College - St John's campus.  Her 

knowledge and understanding of ELC-12, Lutheran 

schools combined with a deep love for and  

understanding of an inquiry-based approach to 

teaching and learning is something we look forward 

to utilising. I look forward to introducing her to you all 

next year at the Parent Information Evening. 

Another change to the curriculum is the addition of 

PE to our offering of specialist subjects. In addition to 

what they do in their 'home classes' students will now 

have the opportunity to do Music (Mrs Brinkmann/Mrs 

Grenfell), Art (Mrs Ling), Japanese (Mrs Biscoe) and PE 

(Mrs Knowles).  Of course, Digital Technologies will still 

be taught but will be rightfully subsumed into Units of 

Inquiry (along with Design Technologies).  

I would also like to draw your attention to the  

upcoming Instrumental Music Evening and Dance 

Showcase.  The students have been working really 

hard putting these events together and are looking 

forward (albeit with some nerves and a lot of  

excitement) to sharing them with you.   

Blessings for the rest of the week, 
 

TORI WEISS 
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Welcome to Week 4!  

Our new building is now well and truly taking 

shape, and I thank the staff, students and our  

community for their patience as we move toward 

it's completion. I thought it may be timely to  

explain the new spaces that will be created as a 

result. 

Upstairs, our Year 11 & 12 students will have a  

designated study space, which will include a  

kitchenette for their use. There will also be an IT 

Help Desk, along with specialised Mathematics 

and Science Facilities. Downstairs, along with the 

plaza, an open collaborative learning space and 

new Student Services, there will be four new  

classrooms. These classrooms will be utilised  

primarily for Senior School Humanities and  

Languages. Our newly established Year 10 Home 

Classes will also be situated in these classrooms. 

As we all know, these spaces are important and 

timely in the development of Encounter's Middle 

and Senior School. Even more important though, is 

the ongoing commitment of our staff to ensuring 

that each of our students reaches their individual 

potential. I'm so very grateful for them and their 

dedication and flexibility as we have worked 

around the site works for the most part of this year. 

I'm so excited to see our students enjoying and 

benefiting from these completed learning 

spaces in the new year. 

Blessings for the remainder of your week, 

PENNY MCKENZIE 

From the Head of Middle & 

Senior School 



STAFF DEVOTION 

By Kasey Lynch 
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SLOW DOWN 

The silly season is certainly upon us... or is this now just 

a constant state that we live in? We always seem to 

be flat out. Our daily to do lists have grown longer, 

jam packed weekends with numerous events to  

attend, our after school/ after work commitments take 

up many nights of our week, finances are strained 

and we seem to feel guilty when we give ourselves a 

down day.  

It is no wonder that we burn out. We have forgotten 

how to slow down, how to just be. As human beings 

we are not built to be constantly on the go and yet 

we never seem to know how to say no. I know  

personally the idea of the slow living movement is  

becoming more and more appealing to myself and 

my family. I have lost focus of what I really want in life. 

I long for quieter weekends, less commitments and 

more time to stop and smell the roses.  

Our Grandparents and Great Grandparents had it 

right. They didn't buy things covered in plastic that 

were used once, they reused things, fixed things that 

were broken, cooked from scratch, grew their own 

food, drove less and weekends were for rest. Life was 

more about quality than quantity and perhaps by 

slowing down we would realise that we can indeed 

live with much less. 

My focus leading up to Christmas is to simplify my  

family life. To not get caught up in the frenzy of  

overspending, keeping up with the latest trends and 

the busyness of the modern world. But to create more 

opportunities to rest, make things, be grateful and to 

enjoy my family time. In an increasingly chaotic world 

I hope that you all take a moment leading up to this 

beautiful time of the year to really relax, find hobbies 

that you enjoy and most importantly reconnect with 

yourselves. 

Luke 9:25 

"What good is it for someone to gain the whole world, 

and yet lose or forfeit their very self?" 

 

YEAR 6 PYP EXHIBITION 

TEACHING & LEARNING 

As the culmination of their PYP learning throughout 

Junior School, our Year 6 inquirers were set the task 

of creating their own Central Ideas and Lines of 

Inquiry which focussed on the “17 Global Goals for 

Sustainable Development”. Some of these goals 

include No Poverty, Zero Hunger, and Reduce 

Gender Inequality. 

Students’ research was creatively displayed in  

colourful and meaningful exhibits which were 

viewed by family, friends and the College  

community over four very busy sessions. 

BUS NEWS 
NEW PROVIDER FROM 2020 

Willunga Charters will become Encounter’s new 

bus provider in 2020 servicing our current College 

bus routes: 

Mt Compass            

Encounter Bay/Port Elliot 

Middleton/Goolwa 

 

DECS BUSES INTERRUPTIONS  

Monday 18th November 2019 

We have been notified that all DECS schools will 

be having a Student Free Day on Monday 18th 

November therefore there will be NO DECS buses 

running on that day.   

If this affects your child/ren, please make  

alternate transport arrangements to and from 

school.  Thank you   
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CHRISTMAS HAMPER DONATIONS 

Our Junior School Instrumental Music Night  

is being held on  

Wednesday 13th November at 6pm  

in The Nest. 

Please note, all performers are required to stay until 

the end of the program. 

COLLEGE BOARD VACANCIES 
The Encounter Lutheran College Board is  

accountable for the good governance and the  

financial sustainability of the College. The Board also 

sets strategic directions for the College.  The Board is 

comprised of 8 members, plus the College’s  

Principal, Business Manager and Secretary. Five of 

these members are from the Lutheran Church and 3 

are from the College Community.  

There are currently 3 vacancies on the College 

Board (2 from the Church Parish and 1 from the  

College Community) to fill for two year terms  

commencing on 1st January 2020.  

If you are interested in nominating for these positions 

or would like more information about the roles and 

responsibilities, please email Rachel Althorp,  

Chairperson, at rachel.althorp@bigpond.com 

Nominations close on Wednesday 13th November at 

4pm. 

INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC NIGHT 

Before School Care      6.30am - 8.45am 

After School Care  3.15pm - 6pm 

Vacation Care  6.30am - 6.00pm 

Pupil Free Day   6.30am - 6.00pm 

OUT OF SCHOOL HOURS (OSCH) NEWS 

A NEW PROVIDER IS ARRIVING! 
Encounter is excited to announce YMCA as our new provider for OSCH and Vacation care effective the 12th 

December when Vacation Care commences. Bookings open 28th October.YMCA provides quality Out of School 

Hours Care (OSCH) for students aged 4-12 years of age.  

To learn more and to enrol, please visit www.sa.ymca.org.au/osch . 

 

MIDDLE SCHOOL INITIATIVE 

Our Middle School students are constructing 

Christmas Hampers for Lutheran Community Care 

to distribute to those in need within our  

community. 

Items as listed in the Wish List below are needed to 

be included in these hampers and students are 

asking for donations from our families which can 

be brought in and placed in The Nest.  

This is a fantastic initiative and we look forward to 

seeing the end products that will be constructed 

in Week 7. 

 

 

 

 

‘Tis The Season ….. 

mailto:rachel.althorp@bigpond.com
http://www.sa.ymca.org.au/osch
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THE CLASS OF 2019 FAREWELLED 

On Friday 25th October Encounter farewelled the 

Class of 2019 at a whole-of-college assembly which 

was also attended by close family and friends. 

We wish the following  21 students all the best for 

their future beyond Encounter and look forward to 

seeing them at their Reunion next March where we 

will be able to check in with their progress since  

leaving school: 

Flynn Aumeier-Jacka 

Tanner East 

Tiffany Ferguson 

Stacey Gorman 

Darcy Grear 

Harrison Grenfell 

Tahlia Griffiths 

Kye Jericho 

Lachlan Keach 

Jaden Knight 

Harry Lawson 

Kate Lomman 

Henry Martin 

Chloe Mason 

Jaxon Morgan 

Nicholas Pannell 

Leon Phillips 

Lauren Slattery 

Sophie Stratfold 

Nasyah Turner 

James Wibberley 

The highlighted students represent those who began 

at Encounter in Reception.  Many of our staff are  

especially proud to have seen these students grow 

and evolve into the mature and beautiful human 

beings they are today.  
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ENTRO PRO ENTREPENUERS 

Entro Pro are a group of Year 7 students (pictured - Lily 

Baxter and Jonty Brunt absent) who have been working 

all year creating and implementing their own business 

ideas during their lunch breaks.    

The students have learnt entrepreneurial skills and  

leadership, and have worked together to complete  

competitor and market research, devise their own  

business plans, design logos and implement their small 

business ideas which have included hair accessories,  

food stalls, photography, tie-dyed clothing and  

bin stickers.  
 

The students are selling Bin Stickers and Tie-Dyed t shirts - if you would like to order either of these products, 

order forms are below which can be completed and returned to the Front Office with payment (cash) 

…. they would make great Christmas presents! 
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Victor Harbor Golf Club MY Golf  
Juniors Program 2019 

 

 

Vision Statement 

Introducing young people to the challenging and  

exciting game of Golf complimented 

by one of South Australia’s iconic courses. 
 

Victor Harbor Golf Club invites young people from 

ages 9 to 15 to join the Clubs junior program and learn 

the skills, and decorum that make Golf the world game, 

loved by millions. 
 

Come and Try 
Cost $10 for 7 sessions 

 

Monday 4
th
 November-16

th
 December 

3.30 to 4.30pm each Monday 
Victor Harbor Golf Club  

126 Inman Valley Rd 
Please register your interest : 

Office 8552 2030   or   Pro shop 8552 1713 

 






