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Well, this is it. 
 

I know I’m not a Lone Ranger when I wonder where the year has  

vanished, but for me I’m very much reflecting on the joys of 2019 as well 

as looking forward to an amazing 2020. 

In the new year we will excitedly step into new learning and  

administrative spaces that have been under a constant state of  

construction for almost 12 months. At last! We will also have two new 

covered courts for our kids to enjoy. In addition to that, we will begin in 

earnest to consider how we will best utilise the gift that is the 69 acres in 

our new backyard. Exciting times. 

Coinciding with our 20th year celebrations, 2020 is going to be  

another wonderful year of vibrancy and growth at Encounter. I look  

forward to embracing all that lays ahead once January arrives. Please 

note that Foundation to Year 7 students start on January 28 and  

Years 8-12 commence on January 29. Our Opening Shine, which also  

celebrates our 20th year, will be held at 9.15am on the 29th.   

In the meantime, please have a blessed Christmas with your family and I 

look forward to continuing the Encounter journey with you in 2020. 

Blessings, 

 
KELVIN 

 

Week 9 Term 4   
Monday 9th December 
 Year 7 2020 Transition Day 
 Junior School Transition Day 
    - Current students 
 Year 9 Beach House Excursion 
 

Tuesday 10th December 
 Early Learning Graduation  

    2.30pm The Nest 

 Early Learning Christmas Party 

    3pm College Oval 

 Junior School Transition Day 

    - New students in 2020 
 

Wednesday 11th December 
 Last Day of Term 4 

 Awards Ceremony & Transition 

Ceremonies (Middle & Senior) 
 9am Kondole 

         - Followed by Year 6  
           Graduation  Celebration 
            & Morning Tea 

 Closing Service 2.30pm  
 

Friday 13th December 
 Early Learning Last Day 

 
  ——————————————————————————— 

 

Week 1 Term 1 2020 
Tuesday 28th January 
  Term 1 Commences F-Year 7 
   Welcome morning Tea 9am  
     Yarning Circle 

Wednesday 29th January 
   Term 1 Commences Year 8-12 
   Opening Service celebrating 

      20 Years of ELC at 9.15am 

   Year 7 “Meet the Teacher”    

      Evening 6pm 

Thursday 30th January 
   Year 12 Retreat  

Friday 31st January 
   Year 12 Retreat       



From the Head of Junior School 
Dear Parents/Carers, 
 

This year is certainly finishing in the same way it  

started - with lots going on and Christmas just around 

the corner!  
Last year I took the opportunity to share something 

that popped up on one of my social media news 

feeds and I hope you will indulge me and allow me 

to share it with you once again.   
It was an open letter from a teacher (somewhere) to 

parents (everywhere) at Christmas.  As a mother  

myself, I thought it too good not to pass on. 

  
Dear Parents at Christmas, 

I know at this stage of the year, there is pressure to 

create the perfect, magical Christmas. I know that 

you are working hard to make sure you give your 

kids the best gifts possible. You want them to have a 

great Christmas. You want them to love their  

presents.  You want to get it right.  But these  

expectations on yourselves can add to the stress 

common at this time of the year.  

I want to let you in on a little secret.  
Every January, when your child comes back to 

school they tell me about the Christmas holidays. 

They tell me about the days everyone stayed inside 

and watched their favourite family movie.  They tell 

me about the trip to the beach. They tell me about 

staying with Grandma and being excited when you 

came back from work. They tell me about how you 

let them snuggle in bed or how you stayed up late 

playing board games or went to the beach but  

forgot to take the towels. They tell me about visits 

with friends and how they stayed up til midnight on 

New Year's Eve. They tell me about how they loved 

the day you stayed in your pjs all day or the day you 

spent time baking or listening to music. They rarely 

mention what they got for Christmas.  For them, 

Christmas is you and your love and your time and 

routines and feeling safe.  You and your undivided 

attention are their favourite things. 
 

May you find time to spend with your children these 

holidays.  May you enjoy the break from school  

routines.  
 

Most of all, may you have a blessed Christmas time 

with your children celebrating the birth of Jesus. 
 

TORI WEISS 
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This week sees our Year 10 our students  

participating  in Australian Business Week (ABW), an 

online business innovation simulation, whereby  

students create a business, make decisions around  

produce, staffing, rent and sales, all of which  

impact their share price. The success of each  

business is reflected in their online share price, 

which is measured on each decision made and is 

compared against the decisions that have been 

made by the other businesses. It is a wonderful  

opportunity for our students to develop enterprise 

skills in a real time situation, and also enables them 

to obtain 10 Stage 1 SACE credits.  

In Middle School this week we have had an  

intentional device-free, community-focused and 

creative week. Our Year 7’s have been focused on 

learning about, and serving our local environment. 

Activities have included walking heritage trails,  

undertaking macroinvertebrate testing, identifying 

and tasting bush tucker and creating a litter  

recycling artwork. Year 8’s focus was on engaging 

with, and caring for others. Students have been 

engaging with the local bowling club, each other 

and are undertaking nationally recognised First Aid 

training, in preparation for their Year 9 camp  

experience in 2020. Our Year 9 students have  

focused on the future of our environment. They 

have immersed themselves in local environmental 

cleaning, visiting an exhibition “7 siblings” at the 

Museum of Discovery, and created furniture for our 

College events team using recycled pallets (you 

can all enjoy these at our Night On The Green next 

February). In addition, all Middle School year levels 

have taken part in our “Amazing Race” around 

Victor Harbor. Our inaugural week of “Community, 

Creativity and Collaboration” has been embraced 

by staff and students alike.  

As this is my final article for the year, I’d like to wish 

you and your family a safe and blessed Christmas. 

See you next year!  

 

PENNY MCKENZIE 

 

From the Head of Middle & 

Senior School 



STAFF DEVOTION 

By Narelle Camm 
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LET’S AVOID A STRESSFUL CHRISTMAS 

Christmas can be a stressful time for even the most 

relaxed and devout Christian. Our culture places so 

much emphasis on presents, catering, and family  

get-togethers, that it's hard to avoid the pressure to 

spend too much, be the perfect host, and to smile 

and be jolly, when you're worn out and feeling  

frazzled! 

Anxiety levels can start rising weeks ahead of the big 

day, and the demands of catering for dozens of  

people, combined with tricky family situations, are 

enough to make anyone feel overwhelmed by the 

festive season. 

I know myself, that I am totally stressed out with the 

thought of extended family travelling from interstate 

to join our family for Christmas – actually for a whole 

week of Christmas – so much so that I am DREADING 

Christmas!!!  

The underlying problem with our traditional Christmas, 

is that it’s all become too commercial, and people 

expect too much. Christ’s birth was a modest affair. It 

was never supposed to be celebrated with  

extravagance and huge expectations – expectations 

that we mainly place on ourselves. Yes, HE received 

gifts, but within the constraints of what those giving 

could afford. It was all about the birth of Christ - not 

about who bought the best presents or had the most 

elaborate decorations and fancy foods. 

We need to get back to the modesty of the original 

Christmas and emulate the example set by Jesus  

himself. Manage our own expectations, offer to help 

others, and focus on kindness and charity. Only then 

can we embrace and rejoice over this special  

celebration. Advice I myself need to take heed of - 

especially this year! 

May you all have a wonderful, meaningful and 

stress-free Christmas. 

EXCITING FUTURE FOR VOLLEYBALL  

FROM THE SPORTS DESK 

Late November,  Encounter joined in on a  

competition with  Victor Harbor High and  

Investigator with two year 8/9 volleyball teams at 

the Victor Harbor Beach Volleyball Courts. After 

gale force winds early in the morning, the breeze 

backed off and the sun came out for a great day 

of games.  

The day was focussed on having fun and gaining 

more exposure to volleyball, as opposed to serious 

competition. Both the boys and girls team played 

some of the best volleyball they have played this 

term outside of their PE classes. With the standard 

continuing to increase, it is exciting to be able to 

hopefully take more teams in 2020. Stand out  

moments from the day were Kai’s huge spikes,  

Ebony’s diving one handed saves, Caitlyn’s karate 

kick attempts, and Mikala’s consistent serving.  

Bring on next year! 
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STATIONERY ORDERING FOR 2020 

LIGHTHOUSE BOOKS  

 

COLLEGE 

HOUSEKEEPING 

Stationery Ordering through our provider,  

Lighthouse Books, is now open for the 2020 school 

year. Please note the following important dates to  

ensure you receive the applicable discounts and 

avoid unnecessary administration/late fees. 

Important dates to note:  

 All Year 7 to 12 orders received by Friday 20th 

December 2019 will include a 20% discount on 

most stationery items.  
 

 Late orders (strictly after 20th December 2019) 

will incur a $15.00 service fee, which includes 

the existing Administration Fee to cover the  

additional ordering, packaging and  

distribution.  

 

2020 COLLEGE FEES  

College Fee Schedules are in the process of being 

emailed out to families for the 2020 School Year. 

Please note,  for those families who have  

nominated to pay an annual lump sum payment, 

this payment is due no later than 31st January 2020 

to receive your Annual Payment discount. 

All other direct debit payment plans for the 2020 

School Year will commence from the 16th January. 

If you have any queries regarding fees please do 

not hesitate to contact  

finance@encounter.sa.edu.au.  

 

  GRANITE HOUSE FUNDRAISER 

JUNIOR SCHOOL 

CHRISTMAS CASUAL DAY 

FRIDAY 6TH DECEMBER 

 

GOLD COIN DONATION 

 

ALL PROCEEDS GO TO  

CAFÉ CROZIER 

VICTOR HARBOR 

 

Café Crozier was initiated in 2011 by a group 

of local people who saw a need to support 

others who are lonely, vulnerable , homeless 

or at risk of homelessness or in need of a 

good healthy meal.  The café provides a two 

course meal on a  

Sunday evening, from 6 till 8pm each  

fortnight.  It is situated at the Salvation Army 

on Crozier Road.  

 The Café attracts around 50 diners each  

fortnight.  The meals, service and social sup-

port are donated by our very generous vol-

unteers and local community groups, includ-

ing Service Clubs, churches, schools and lo-

cal businesses.   There is no ongoing funding 

and the service totally relies on donations.    

On behalf of Café Crozier - thank you for your 

support and generosity in advance. 

EQUESTRIAN TEAM 2020 

The Encounter Equestrian Team welcomes  

expressions of interest from any fellow equestrian 

enthusiasts for 2020. Follow the below link for  

further information or email 

kris.hancock@encounter.sa.edu.au  

https://www.encounter.sa.edu.au/wp-content/

uploads/2019/12/Equestrian-Expression-of-Interest-

2020.pdf  

mailto:finance@encounter.sa.edu.au
mailto:kris.hancock@encounter.sa.edu.au
https://www.encounter.sa.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/Equestrian-Expression-of-Interest-2020.pdf
https://www.encounter.sa.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/Equestrian-Expression-of-Interest-2020.pdf
https://www.encounter.sa.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/Equestrian-Expression-of-Interest-2020.pdf
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