
 

From the PRINCIPAL 

TERM 1 |  ISSUE 1 | 2020 

Welcome to 2020! 

Although there has already been mention made of this being our 20th 

year at Encounter, why not mention it once more?! 

Having just celebrated a birthday in the Grivell home, it’s been forefront 

of mind for us on a personal level too. I’m sure it varies from one person 

to the next, but is it the cake, planning the party, the gifts or the  

company of friends and family that’s most memorable? In reality, it’s 

EVERYTHING! 

Perhaps it’s the same when we commence a new school year. New 

friends, old friends, new teachers, new learning spaces, new outdoor 

spaces, new camps and other experiences that await us. Do we have to 

choose just one? NOT AT ALL!  

For each and every member of the Encounter community I’m confident 

2020 has something special in store and I hope we can all hang on to 

the sense of fun and fervour as we take these early steps into our new 

year, together. 

I offer a special welcome to our new students and their families and 

hope your first days and weeks are a time when you truly begin to feel 

connected with the Encounter family. 

Blessings, 
KELVIN 

 
 

Week 2 Term 1   
Monday 3rd February  
  MS & SS ID Photos 

Tuesday 4th February 

 Junior School PYP Information 

Evening Kondole 6pm  

 

Wednesday 5th February  
 MS & SS “Meet & Greet”  

Evening  6pm   

Thursday 6th February 
  Volunteer Training 6pm  

     The Nest  
Friday 7th February 
  Volunteer Training 9am  

     The Nest  
 

  ——————————————————————————— 

 

Week 3 Term 1 2020 
Tuesday 11th February 
 Year 11 & 12 Road Awareness 

Program (RAP)   
      

 

SAVE THE DATE! 

FRIDAY 28TH FEBRUARY 

4-8PM 

ALL PROCEEDS OF THE NIGHT 

GO TO THE KI MAYORAL  

RELIEF & RECOVERY  

BUSHFIRE FUND 

Coffee & Tea available from 

the College’s GPS Café each 

Friday from 8.45am 



From the Head of Junior School 
It was wonderful to see students arriving back this 

week for another action-packed year of learning.  

I personally took much delight in seeing so many of 

our students arriving with their faces alight with  

excitement and bursting with stories, news and  

adventures to share with teachers and friends. (Such 

observations are but one of the luxuries Kelvin and I 

are afforded from where we base ourselves in the 

mornings!) The staff were just as thrilled to see their  

students and welcome them all back to school for 

2020! Teachers have spent the best part of the last 

two weeks, making sure their arrival back to school 

was as smooth as possible. As a result, each cohort 

has settled quickly into new routines - helped  

enormously by the transition visits that occurred at 

the end of last year. 

This year, The Parent Information Night will be held 

on Tuesday 4th February and are for all parents of 

children from Foundation to Year 6. We encourage 

you to attend this evening - even if you are a  

long-time parent of Encounter as we have  

incorporated feedback received from both teachers 

and parents last year to ensure that this evening 

makes the very best use of your precious time.  The 

format will be as follows:  

6.00 pm-6.15 pm -  Meet in the Kondole for a brief  

address by Mr Kelvin Grivell (Principal) and Mrs Tori 

Weiss (Head of Junior School). 

6.20 pm-6.50 pm - Session 1 in classrooms. (These will 

happen in year levels and be presented by both  

cohort teachers).  

7.00 pm - 7.30 pm - Session 2 (this will be a repeat of 

Session 1 so as to allow parents with more than one 

child to attend multiple sessions). 

This year will include some optional sessions including 

Donna Barnett (our newly appointed 'school mum') 

who will be running a short workshop on “looking  

after your child's mental health” and Skye Grivell 

who will be sharing how to access our free library 

borrowing system Accessit, (and why you should be), 

from home.  

If possible, you are encouraged to attend this  

evening without your children, however, should  

childcare be an issue, you are welcome to access 

the free crèche provided in the Nest.  We aim to 

keep things running to a tight time frame and will 

have you out of the school between 7.30-8.00 pm.   

I am looking forward to a productive and engaging 

year of learning ahead. 
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Welcome back!  

Each year we look forward to seeing our students 

return and hearing all about their holiday fun. This 

year when our Middle and Senior students  

returned, they were finally able to see inside our 

incredible new, purpose built space. Whilst the  

finishing touches are still being applied, we are very 

grateful for the innovative space and look forward 

to sharing this with our parent community next 

Wednesday at our ‘meet the teacher’ evening. All 

staff will be in attendance, with a Year 7  

Information Session at 6pm in the Year 7  

classrooms, followed by Senior School Information 

Session for new families at 6.30 pm in the new  

general classrooms. This is a time for parents to get 

to know their child’s teachers and key staff, along 

with having a ‘sneak peak’ at our incredible 

space. I look forward to welcoming you all there. 

All families are welcome. Whilst the sessions are not  

compulsory, it will be a relaxed time to connect 

with the teaching team in the Middle and Senior 

School. 

On that note, we welcomed Mr Stephen Manners 

(Yr 7), Mr John Davidson (Digital Technology), Mrs 

Emily Palmer (Hospitality), Mrs Vanessa Mathews 

(Student Support) and Mrs Rachel Grant (Student 

Support) into the team this year. Already they’ve 

become part of our Encounter family, and I’m sure 

they’d love to meet you all next week. 

As we begin our school year, I wish our students 

and their families every blessing as we get back 

into the daily routines of school.  

PENNY MCKENZIE 

 

From the Head of Middle & 

Senior School 



STAFF DEVOTION 

By Kelvin Grivell 
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Staff at Encounter begin each day in a time of  

prayer and reflection and usually a Bible verse  

provides a focus for our time together. A verse I 

shared with teaching staff last week as they returned 

from holidays was from 1 Thessalonians 5:16-17. It  

reminds us to ‘Be cheerful no matter what; pray all 

the time; thank God no matter what happens”.  

While this is easier said than done, it certainly offers a 

standard of gratitude to God and for life that can 

serve to inspire us. After all, can’t we all point to  

plenty of people, experiences and opportunities that 

we can pinpoint and praise? I’d like to think that two 

minutes reflecting on our recent holiday break might 

help us to achieve that with ease. Although this verse 

is not suggesting we mask our  pains, hurt and  

anguish when the harsh reality of life bites hard, we 

can be encouraged to know that a smile on our dial 

and a thankful heart will inspire us and others too. 

May God help us all to show good, genuine cheer as 

a new year reveals itself to us. 

Alexander Haynes 
INTRODUCING ………… 

Hello, 

I am Alexander Haynes. I will be teaching in Year 4 

this year. 

This is my fifth year of teaching. I have had the 

pleasure of teaching at Navigator College in Port 

Lincoln and St Mark’s Lutheran Primary School in Mt 

Barker. 

Growing up I spent much of my childhood on the 

basketball court and have enjoyed playing with my 

beloved Saints team once again.  

I was also privileged to be a founding student of 

Encounter and look forward to giving back to the 

school that I truly value.  

It is incredible to see the development of Encounter 

both physically and educationally. I am pleased 

that Christ's love remains at the heart of the  

College. 

I have the calling as a teacher to empower  

students to take ownership of their learning and I 

am fulfilled by seeing the action they take as a  

result. 

I looked forward to connecting further with the  

Encounter family and being a part of it’s exciting 

future. 

 

Congratulations to Leon Phillips on being awarded College Dux for 2019.  

Leon received an ATAR of 98.05 and has been accepted into a Bachelor of Engineering and Advanced  

Engineering, which is a Masters accelerated course, at Melbourne’s Monash University. Leon was also our  

College Captain last year and  has been at Encounter since Reception and it has been a delight for many of 

our staff to see Leon grow and achieve throughout his academic journey.  

We wish Leon all the best in his future studies and thank him for his inspirational address at our Opening Shine 

this week.  

COLLEGE DUX 2019 

SCHOLASTIC BOOK CLUB 

ORDER FORMS WILL BE DISTRIBUTED  

NEXT WEEK 

DUE DATE: FRIDAY 14TH FEBRUARY 
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SPECIALIST BASKETBALL PROGRAM 

Starting a new year inherently has this feeling of a 

new beginning, however we may look back at this 

year as a significant one. With the departing of our 

Head coach Dean Nyberg, we have added 

coaches and made slight changes to the program. 

Rachel Grant will be our Head Girls coach for 2020 

with Ryan Byrne assuming the role of Head Boys 

coach. Rachel will allow us to increase numbers on 

court weekly in the Development Squad and while 

working with Michael Keough to continue to  

establish a strong skill set in our upper primary and 

lower secondary students. 

I was able to sit down with Rachel and Michael  

during our teacher-prep week and ask them about 

their journey as a player and coach. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RACHEL GRANT 

Playing 

As a junior, Rachel played Division 1 from U14s 

through to the Premier Women’s squad for  

Noarlunga City Tigers (now Southern Tigers). After 

moving to Canberra for University and suffering a 

series of knee injuries, her focus switched from  

playing to coaching.  
 

Coaching 

Rachel spent 15 years coaching in Canberra across 

a variety of roles, gaining an Association Coach 

qualification. This included coaching for Basketball 

ACT (U14 girls for 8 year), a Canberra district club as 

well as almost 10 years as Head Coach and  

Coordinator for Canberra Girls Grammar School. 

This included overseeing teams in the Canberra  

district competition, developing junior coaches, 

growing participation. 
 

 

MICHAEL KEOUGH 

Playing 

Michael began playing basketball for Eastern  

Mavericks (U14s division 1 boys), then moved to Sturt 

Basketball Club and played division 1 for U16 and 

U18. He represented SA Country at Albury Cup U14s 

– U18s and also national level in U16, and held a 

SASI scholarship during 1999-2000. 
 

Coaching 

Michael completed his level 1 coaching certificate  

during the completion of his bachelor of Applied  

Science (Human Movement) and Education 

(Middle/Secondary) double degree through UniSA.  

He began coaching with Sturt U18 Girls (2008) and 

U16 Boys (2009), winning state championships in 

both age groups. He has also spent some time 

coaching at Concordia College (2007-2009 where 

they were successful at winning the State Knockout 

several times). 
 

During his overseas travel Michael has also had stints 

coaching at summer camps in the US and Heaton  

Manor in Newcastle (UK) (2011). 
 

Coaching Philosophy 

In recent years both Rachel and Michael have 

spent most of their time with U12s to U16s age 

groups. They are passionate about developing  

junior players who have an excellent skill set and 

ability to read the game in front of them. They are 

strong believers that through fostering participation 

and enjoyment, basketball can play a significant 

role in developing better people. It allows people to 

see the value each person brings to a team.  

  

Troy Wegener 

Specialist Basketball Coordinator  

SPECIALIST DANCE PROGRAM 2020 
Registrations for the Extra-curricular Development 

(Years 5-8) Dance Program will be distributed to  

students next week with the program commencing in 

Week 4. For further information contact Kasey Lynch 

kasey.lynch@encounter.sa.edu.au 

mailto:kasey.lynch@encounter.sa.edu.au


 

Parents’ and Friends’ Committee 

AGM 

Tuesday 11th February 

7pm in the Nest  

New members welcome! 
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VOLUNTEERING AT ENCOUNTER LUTHERAN COLLEGE 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION 

On 1 July 2019, the Child Safety (Prohibited Persons) Act 2016 (PP Act) began and the remaining  

requirements of the Children’s Protection Act 1993 were repealed. The PP Act replaces all screening and  

assessment requirements to work and volunteer with children and young people in South Australia. The old 

requirements were replaced with a working with children check scheme. 

The new, stronger laws for people working or volunteering with children were recommended as part of  

Federal and South Australian Royal Commissions. They help keep children safe in our community. 

What the new laws mean 

  only the South Australian Department of Human Services (DHS) Screening unit can do a working with 

 children check (organisations can no longer do their own background screening of workers and  

 volunteers) 

  some work-types that didn't require checks to work with children under the old laws now have to have 

 a working with children check 

  individuals can do their own application for a new working with children check, which helps make 

 people job-ready 

  new working with children checks are movable between roles and jobs across South Australia 

 the new working with children checks are valid for 5 years and are continuously monitored. 

It is an offence to: 

  work or volunteer in a child-related role without a working with children check 

  work or volunteer in a child-related role if you're 'prohibited from working with children' 

 employ a person or volunteer for a child-related role who doesn’t have a valid working with children 

 check, or is prohibited from working with children. (Reference:  https://dhs.sa.gov.au/) 

 

WHAT THIS MEANS TO VOLUNTEER AT ENCOUNTER LUTHERAN COLLEGE 

 any person who has a Police Clearance prior to June 30 2019, now has to complete the DHS Screening 

 to check if you are recorded as a current Volunteer having completed the Screening Check,  

Encounter Volunteer Training and have a current “Reporting Abuse and Neglect - Education and 

Care” (RAN-EC) Certificate, contact Carolyn Brunt - Volunteer Coordinator  

carolyn.brunt@encounter.sa.edu.au 
 

TERM 1 VOLUNTEER TRAINING DATES: 
Thursday 6th February 6pm 

Friday 7th February 9am 

Both training sessions will be held in the Nest and bookings are NOT required. 

 

 

Encounter has an amazing Parents & Friends  

Committee who not only successfully raise a large amount 

of funds for our College, but provide assistance at key 

events ensuring that our community is presented with a  

welcoming and friendly atmosphere.  

This group also provides friendship and sense-of-belonging 

to the families of Encounter. 

If you would like more information regarding the P&F please 

contact Narelle Camm Community Relations at 

narelle.camm@encounter.sa.edu.au. 

Please also feel free to com along to the AGM on Tuesday 

11th February at 7pm in the College Nest. 

https://www.legislation.sa.gov.au/LZ/C/A/CHILD%20SAFETY%20(PROHIBITED%20PERSONS)%20ACT%202016/CURRENT/2016.49.AUTH.PDF
https://dhs.sa.gov.au/
mailto:carolyn.brunt@encounter.sa.edu.au
mailto:narelle.camm@encounter.sa.edu.au
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CALLING ALL EQUESTRIAN  

ENTHUSIASTS 

Encounter is excited about the future of our 

Equestrian Team in 2020 and we encourage any 

students interested in joining this team, to please 

contact Kris Hancock 

kris.hancock@encounter.sa.edu.au. 

Congratulations to Zara Harrington (pictured) 

who competed in the Interschool Section of the 

January 19th Competition at Southern Vales  

Dressage Club, placing third in her group (score 

63.3%). This was the first competition on the  

Interschool calendar and we look forward to  

seeing some more great results and new riders 

from Encounter on the Interschool circuit as we 

start the school year.  

INSTRUMENTAL TUITION 

Encounter Lutheran College offers a variety of  

instrumental tuition options during college hours with 

the following trained tutors: 

 

Ali Dunbar: Voice                                                              

admin@totalmusicaustralia.com.au 

Don Crook: Drums                                                           

0419 807 441 

Matt Jorgensen: Guitar, Bass Guitar & Keyboard    

admin@totalmusicaustralia.com.au 

Kym Koop: Voice                                                               

kymkoop@gmail.com  (waitlist) 

Lindy Laundy: Piano                                                        

0419 865 180 

Guy Mansbridge: Brass, Clarinet & Saxophone     

0410 411 684 

Luke Ridley: Guitar & Bass Guitar                               

admin@totalmusicaustralia.com.au 

 

Some vacancies are available for 2020. Please  

contact tutors directly or email Rochelle Grenfell on  

rochelle.grenfell@encounter.sa.edu.au for further  

information. If you have interest in learning an  

instrument that is not offered at Encounter during  

college hours, recommendations can be made for 

tutors within the community. 

ANNUAL FEE ACOUNTS NOW DUE 

A reminder that annual fee accounts are due and 

payable in full by Friday 31st January (tomorrow) to 

be eligible for the annual payment discount on the 

tuition fee portion. 

Thank you to all those families who have made their 

payments already. 

The Finance Team 

SCHOOL DROP OFF/PICK UP TIMES 

Please note that students are not to be on the Col-

lege grounds prior to 8.30am.  

Students who arrive prior to this will need to  

register with YMCA’s OSHC service (see below).  

Similarly, students who are unable to be  

collected from school by 3.30pm should also  

attend OSHC (Years F-6) or register with  

Homework Club in the Nest (Years 7-12). 

Before School Care   6.30am - 8.45am 

After School Care  3.15 - 6pm 

Vacation Care   6.30am - 6pm 

Pupil Free Day    6.30am - 6pm 

For Bookings call 8200 2516 between 9.30am - 5pm 

mailto:kris.hancock@encounter.sa.edu.au
mailto:admin@totalmusicaustralia.com.au
mailto:admin@totalmusicaustralia.com.au
mailto:kymkoop@gmail.com
mailto:admin@totalmusicaustralia.com.au
mailto:rochelle.grenfell@encounter.sa.edu.au
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Encounter Luteran College  
Invites you to our Community 

Shrove Tuesday Pancake Breakfast 

Tuesday 25th February 
8-8.45am 

ALL WELCOME! 



 

  

 

Encounter Lutheran College  
Invites you to our Community 

Shrove Tuesday Pancake Breakfast 

Tuesday 25th February 
8-8.45am 

ALL WELCOME! 

COMMUNITY NEWS 


