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From the PRINCIPAL

Week 4 Term 1

Monday 17th February
 Year 5 Camp - El Shaddai
 PePP Talk - Yrs 10,11 &12 Boys
 Junior School Street Smart
Presentation

The day-to-day of school life is exciting, chaotic and full of joyous
moments and interactions. In many ways, it’s the very best part of
working with young people as a member of a team who love what they
do.
Another aspect of my role is to take a strategic view of our future and to
consider the best pathway to arrive there. It would be odd to get behind
the wheel of a car and to aimlessly drive (and then wonder why I ended
up in the wrong place) and it’d be equally foolish to do the same with
navigating a school into the years beyond 2020.
With that in mind, I plan an annual interstate trip with Tyna Newman
(Business Manager), Penny McKenzie (Head of Middle & Senior School)
and Tori Weiss (Head of Junior School). I contact schools that might be
aligned with our values, be of a similar size, have similar priorities or they
simply might be doing something quite outstanding that we might also
want to explore. The school visits always provide great stimulus for
discussion and dreaming and there are always observational gems that
ultimately inform our practices, our culture or the development of our
master plan.
This week we are heading to Melbourne to visit Candlebark (author,
John Marsden’s school), a school that integrates risk, resilience and
outdoor learning into its culture and its curriculum. Our other school visit
will be to Geelong Lutheran College, where Sue Ellis (our former Head of
Junior School) is been serving in her third year.
As we seek to make the best decisions for Encounter’s future I look
forward to being inspired by others and to then continue discussions with
all Encounter stakeholders. I can’t wait to share with you what we see
and hear in the coming weeks.
KELVIN

Tuesday 18th February
 Year 5 Camp - El Shaddai
Wednesday 19th February
 Year 5 Camp - El Shaddai
 Year 7/8 AFL Come & Try
Sessions

 SAPSASA Southern Fleurieu
Swimming Carnival

Friday 21st February
 JS Shine Year 4
 Volunteer Training
The Nest 9am

———————————————————————————

Week 5 Term 1 2020

Tuesday 25th February
 Shrove Tuesday Pancake

Breakfast 8am - all welcome

 Year 7 Camp - Robe
Wednesday 26th February
 Year 7 Camp - Robe
Thursday 27th February
 Year 7 Camp - Robe
Friday 28th February
 Year 7 Camp - Robe
 Shine - Foundation Bible
Presentation

 NIGHT ON THE GREEN
4-8PM COLLEGE OVAL
ALL PROCEEDS OF THE NIGHT
TO THE KI MAYORAL
RELIEF & RECOVERY
BUSHFIRE FUND

From the Head of Junior School
If you were able to attend the Parent Information
Night last week, you would have heard Kelvin and I
talking about the intentional move we are making in
the Junior School toward embedding 'play' more
purposefully into (and throughout) the school
day. Play is critical for children at all stages of their
development and much research has been done on
the importance of giving children time to play. Jean
Piaget (one of the most famous child psychologists
of all time) once said: "Play is the work of
childhood." As most primary educators would attest,
it is indeed, one of the most important ways children
make sense of the world around them.
One of the ways we spoke about embedding play
into the school day is in the mornings before school
even begins. Students are encouraged to drop their
bags at their classrooms and head out into the
playground. Parents are especially welcome to join
their children in their play activities. It has been
fantastic seeing families laughing, chasing, skipping
and having fun together.
Some teachers have already experienced an
increase in students coming to school earlier in order
to play. Others have reported things, such as
increased and prolonged focus on learning as well
as more settled behaviour once in class.
Other benefits research tell us we can look forward
to includes:

increased energy

improved coordination

enhanced social skills

improved creativity and thinking skills

reduced anxiety and stress-related
behaviour leading to improved mental health

greater self-regulation better sleep
While this change is embraced by some children,
naturally it is a big change and a bit overwhelming
for others. If this is the case for your child, you are
welcome to use the Nest as a quiet grounding
place. Inside the Nest, children will be encouraged
to a more 'quiet' form of play such as colouring,
playing with puppets or reading. Again, we would
be delighted if you chose to join your children in
these pursuits.
(For those parents worried about missing out on
seeing what your child is up to in class - know you
are welcome to come in after school. Learning will
also be documented on Seesaw which means you
can access this learning from home.)
TORI WEISS

From the Head of Middle &
Senior School
Adolescence is a time where we develop and
refine our sense of self and begin to make
decisions that influence our future.
At Encounter we have carefully selected programs
and support staff in the Middle Years to support our
students as they navigate through this time and
make sense of it.
The world is asking our young people to use their
knowledge and skills that can make a change, add
value and influence other people’s decision making
and creative risk taking. Our young people face an
ever increasingly unpredictable world, where they
are bombarded with information, images and
influences.
Our Footprints program, which is run in Year 9,
allows students to navigate these issues in a single
gender, supportive, Christian environment.
Teachers are carefully chosen to guide these
students through the year, and it begins with a
“Calling” ceremony, where parents are asked to
share in the beginning of the program.
The IB MYP Community Project is another
opportunity for our students to engage with the
community through service. The project is
undertaken individually, or in groups of up to 3, and
guides students through developing an awareness
of the needs of others within the community and to
take action through service learning.
We are holding an Information Evening next
Wednesday at 6pm, for both Year 9 students and
their parents/carers where we look forward to
sharing further information and launching both of
these programs for 2020.
Blessings for your week.
PENNY MCKENZIE
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STAFF DEVOTION
By Ben Chesser

INTRODUCING …………
Rachel Grant

Mornings can be complicated times!

Hi, I’m Rachel Grant.

Different family members running around
getting ready, food for breakfast, food for the
day, showers, clean uniforms, library bags, ice
block money, the list goes on. It’s easy to fall into
the craziness of a day, and it’s even easier to
forget things off the list!
At a Changemakers professional learning day
last year, the presenter, who was very
accomplished in his own right, shared how he
views himself, the times he fails, the times he
feels he’s not enough, the times when he’s
scared. Then he shared his determination each
night to reflect on the day, but also to tell
himself to ‘forgive myself and recommit’. This
idea connected with me; to let go of the
burdens and mistakes each day and try again.
Something I love being reminded of in
Lamentations 3 is that His steadfast love never
ends, His mercies go on, every morning they are
new, great is His faithfulness.

I will be working in Student Support with the Year
9/10 cohort this year and coaching in the
Specialist Basketball Program.
I grew up in South Australia, in a small town called
Narrung (near Lake Alexandrina and the Coorong)
but completed my International Baccalaureate at
Woodcroft College.
I moved to Canberra for University and my passion
for sport led me to a Bachelor of Communications
in Sports Media. I was lucky to work in
communications for Touch Football Australia and
the Department of Agriculture but after becoming
a mum (my husband and I have 3 awesome but
loud boys) I took on a role at Canberra Girls
Grammar School, running their basketball program
for almost 10 years.
We moved to Encounter Bay in 2018 and I’ve
shifted into student support work through Port Elliot
Primary School and Kindergarten. I love working
with students of all ages, both in the classroom and
on the court, to see things that appear complex
become simple and to understand their true value
as people.
Encounter staff and students have made me feel
incredibly welcomed and it’s such a privilege to
be working in a community that so clearly reflects
the love of Christ.

NTARIA TRIP UPDATE
It is with sadness that we announce that the 2020
Ntaria trip will be postponed until 2021.
There have been a number of logistical issues
outside of our control which has culminated in the
trip not being able to go ahead this year.

SCHOLASTIC BOOK CLUB
DUE DATE: FRIDAY 14TH FEBRUARY

Please be assured that planning has already
begun for 2021, Week 6 – Term 2. Those currently
in Year 11 will be the first considered for the trip.
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FROM THE SPORTS DESK
SAPSASA DATES FOR 2020

EQUESTRIAN NEWS
Encounter’s grey pony crew, Zara
Harrington on Hermoso Amigo (Gizmo) and
Bria Hastings on Cosmo, competed in an
Interschool qualifying Combined Training
event (dressage plus show jumping) at
Adelaide Hills Dressage Club last weekend.

Both girls achieved qualifying scores, with
Zara coming 6th overall in her class and Bria
second. Thanks to fellow Encounter rider
Molly Welk for coming along to support the
girls.

SAVE THE DATE!
SPORTS DAY
FRIDAY 13TH MARCH
ENCOUNTER BAY
OVAL
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VOLUNTEERING AT ENCOUNTER LUTHERAN COLLEGE
VOLUNTEER PROCEDURES
The directive from the Association of Independent Schools South Australia (AISSA) for Volunteers at
Encounter Lutheran College is outlined below.
 Complete and return Volunteer Registration Form (attached).
 Obtain DHS (Department of Human Services) Working with Children Screening.
When Encounter receives your completed Volunteer Registration Form, the Department
of Human Services will contact you via email. They will send you a link that you need to
click on and follow to complete the screening process. It could take a few weeks for you
to receive another email from Department of Human Services with confirmation of your
official notification of your Screening clearance.
 All volunteers must complete online training for “Responding to Abuse and Neglect - Education
and Care” (RAN-EC for Volunteers). It takes approximately 90 minutes to complete and there is
no cost. The web address: https://www.plink.sa.edu.au/pages/signup.jsf
On completion of the online course you will be issued a Certificate.
Either email the certificate to carolyn.brunt@encounter.sa.edu.au or print and give a copy to the
Front Office.
NB: The nominated site leaders are Kelvin Grivell, Penny McKenzie and Tori Weiss.
It is compulsory you attend one of the Volunteer Training Sessions at the College:
2020 Dates
Term 1 21st February Friday 9am
Term 2
7 May Thursday 6pm
8 May
Friday 9am
Term 3 30 July Thursday 6pm
31July
Friday 9am
Term 4 - 22 October Thursday 6pm
23 October Friday 9am
When you have completed all four above requirements,
 Completed Encounter Lutheran Volunteer Registration Form.
 Received clearance from Department Human Services Screening Check
 Attended a Volunteer Training Session at Encounter Lutheran.
 Completed Responding to Abuse and Neglect – Education and Care and given a copy of
your certificate to Encounter Lutheran;
you will receive a letter of acceptance to commence your volunteer participation at Encounter
Lutheran College. The College reserves the right to decline an application.

TERM 1 VOLUNTEER EXTRA TRAINING DATE:

Friday 21st February at 9am

.

SPORTS DAY (13th March )
HELPERS NEEDED!
P&F held it’s AGM on Tuesday night and a
huge thank you to the following parents
who have taken up exec positions for
2020: Chair: Kim Baxter
Deputy Chair: Mark Watters
Treasurer: Jennifer Zwar
Secretary: Louise Cronin
We thank Nikki Harrington (Chair), Kylie Pitt
(Dep. Chair), Emma Stringer (Treasurer)
and Jessica Clapp (Secretary) for their
many years of dedicated service on the
Executive of the P&F over a number of
years.

P&F provide catering at Sports Day each year.
If you are eligible to volunteer at the
College and can spare some time on the day to assist the
P&F - we would love your help with:





Food preparation
Serving food
Cooking BBQ
Baking for the P&F Cake Stall

Please contact:
narelle.camm@encounter.sa.edu.au if you would like to assist.
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VOLUNTEERING AT ENCOUNTER LUTHERAN COLLEGE

App Instructions
Follow these instructions to
download this app and register your
child/ren. This is the only way to
order Goods To Go lunches.
Remember to adjust your child’s
year level on the app at the
beginning of the school year.
Lunches are to be collected from
the Front Office

Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays
and Fridays

Wednesdays only
Choice of Wrap or Sandwich or
Salad Bowl with a Drink and
either Fruit Cup or Cookie.
Ordering envelopes available from
the Front Office.
Envelopes must be placed directly in
the Front Office or in classroom trays
by 9am.
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Encounter Luteran College
Invites you to our Community

Shrove Tuesday Pancake Breakfast

Tuesday 25th February
8-8.45am
ALL WELCOME!
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Encounter Lutheran College
Invites you to our Community

Shrove Tuesday Pancake Breakfast

Tuesday 25th February
8-8.45am
ALL WELCOME!
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