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From the PRINCIPAL

Term 2 Key Dates
5th June
Encounter Cross Country
15th - 16th June
Year 10 Mock Interviews
15th - 19th June
Year 11 Exams/Research
Project Planning
This week it almost felt like the start of 2020 again, as we awaited and
then welcomed our full student cohort back to 64 Adelaide Road once
again. Although there weren’t the summer tans and the growth spurts as
noticeable, it was a joy seeing familiar and loved faces arriving back for
school, along with the majority of their peers.
It feels in one sense as though school has been in a partial coma for a
few weeks. The vital signs were still evident (teachers were working
furiously as most students still engaged in their learning remotely) but
there just hasn’t been the full sense of life and love that we appreciate
so much about the Encounter community.
We truly hope the remainder of 2020 will be far more predictable and
the hurdles we face won’t be quite as confronting and unfamiliar.
However, there will still be a strange sense of things not quite being the
same as we approach various key events (eg Grandparents Day) and
they pass us by in the calendar without us acknowledging them in the
usual manner.
However, rather than dwelling on the disappointment, let’s focus on the
volumes of people power we have and simply embrace being back
together and celebrating learning and life together. It could be far
worse that it is and many people were expecting school closures in the
many months rather than a blip on the radar.
For the remainder of Term 2 and 2020 let’s get back in the saddle and
make up for lost ground as we gallop through the weeks ahead.
Yeehaa!
KELVIN

22nd - 26th June
Year 12 Trial Exams
26th June
Last Day Term 2
3.10pm Dismissal

From the Head of Junior School
To say it is wonderful to have students back at school
would be an understatement! Empty classrooms
and playgrounds are not how schools are meant to
be. While the move to Encounter@Home went
smoothly, for the most part, we are very glad to be
doing what we do best and that is the face-to-face
teaching of your precious children.
The teaching staff and I have had some time to
review the last few weeks of learning at
Encounter. We soon realised that there is indeed
much from this peculiar period of time for which to
be grateful.
• We are grateful for the support and trust you as
Encounter families placed in us as we navigated
this unfamiliar territory together. Thank you for
the emails, phone calls, Zoom chats and Seesaw
posts offering encouragement and
gratitude. (We also really enjoyed hearing stories
from your time being your child's 'online teacher'
and can relate to your joys and frustrations!)
• We have loved the opportunities as educators to
'wring' the most out of the professional
development opportunity this period has given
us. While face-to-face, 'hands-on' learning
remains our preference, it did allow us to learn
new things about the tools we were already
using in the classroom. I am so proud of how our
staff are now using Seesaw, Google apps, Zoom
etc. in richer ways to personalise and tailor
learning. As one student told me this week, "I
love being back at school with my friends. I also
love how my teacher is still using Seesaw for
learning tasks. That way if I have to go over it a
few more times than the other kids, I am not as
worried about feeling dumb."
• We have also loved seeing the increased
independence of our returning students and the
way they are approaching new, unfamiliar tasks
with increased confidence. One teacher texted
me just last night, "Our kids have proved they are
ready for anything. Today they were given a task
in which they were able to present their
understanding using Scratch and
animations. They were doing things I didn't even
know how to do..." How brilliant is that?
It’s also great to see students socialising, working out
their differences, cooperating, communicating,
playing, exploring and just enjoying being together
again. #silverlinings
TORI WEISS

TORI WEISS

From the Head of Middle &
Senior School
Welcome back to Term 2!
As we navigated through the recent COVID-19
situation, it struck me clearly how much a school
is really only a ‘building’. A school community is a
thriving hub of students, teachers and families
and that is what we really missed during the
recent crisis. It has been heart-warming to see our
students return to ‘normal’ school routines. We
are proud of their resilience and adaptability, and
grateful for the ongoing support of our families
and community.
Term 2 brings Year 10 Mock Interviews and exams
in Week 8, Year 11 exams and Research Project
seminars (Week 8) and Year 12 mid year exams
(Week 9). Semester 2 begins in Week 9, which for
Middle and Senior school students means a
timetable change.
Our Year 12 College leaders are busy this week
planning for lunchtime sport activities, which will
begin in Week 3. First up is a basketball
tournament, which includes students from Junior,
Middle and Senior School – played on our new
undercover courts. Our usual lunchtime activities
will also restart in Week 3.
On another note, Encounter now has a
designated Careers website. It is a ‘one stop
shop’ for students and families looking for
information about the SACE, Workplace Learning
and Post School options. Please visit
https://www.encounterlutherancareers.com/ to
see the offerings. We are thrilled to be able to
provide our student and parent community with
this information as they are the most important
partners for students in planning their pathway
through, and beyond secondary schooling.

Blessings for your week.
PENNY MCKENZIE
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COLLEGE
HOUSEKEEPING

STAFF DEVOTION
By Kerry Brinkmann
Turn a question into a blessing.
As Term 2 approached, I realised there are a lot of
questions like: How has Coronavirus changed our
school routines, our view of the world?
What inspiring message can I deliver to uplift the
community and reassure everyone that we will come
through stronger than before?
So where can I go to find some answers? The
Bible of course.
Isaiah 41:10 So do not fear, for I am with you, do not
be dismayed, for I am your God. I will strengthen you
and help you.
This is one of my favourite verses because it
reinforces the message that God is always there for
us in the good times and the challenging times.
When we have faith and trust in God then anything is
possible.
There is a hymn ‘Count your blessings’ which
reminds us to stop looking at what we don’t have, to
stop dwelling on the problems that ultimately just
pulls us down BUT to count the blessings.
So here are some of the blessings that I have
received over the last few challenging months.
• To appreciate my family and how lucky that they
are healthy and that I can spend time with them.
• The time to sit down and ring distant friends who I
haven’t had much of a chance to catch up with.
• To work with the incredible Encounter staff who
have been supportive and encouraging, who
have been focused as a team to do the best
they can for every student in our community.
• The excitement of finding a pack of toilet paper
after not seeing any in the shop for over a month.
• To watch and listen to some creative music
challenges set for students via see saw and yes
that includes the recorder playing one note over
and over again.
• Watching the Rhythmix Choir singing ‘Abide With
Me’.
These are only just a few examples.
It’s amazing that when you start writing down the
blessings, how many there are.
So my challenge for all of you is to sit down either by
yourself or as a family and write a list of blessings.
God bless everyone!

COLLEGE CARERS PROGRAM
WE NEED CARING PEOPLE
We are still needing people to come on board
and become a class carer. If you think you would
be able to:
• Keep their ‘ear to the ground’ regarding

families that may need support
• Coordinate with staff the provision of food

for
families in need
• Support for teacher – birthday and

Appreciation Day
• Attend and promote parent get-togethers

after shine (and other social events if they
are so
inclined)
• Gifts / cards for new babies, illnesses, leaving

the school etc (will be provided by Wellbeing team )
• Attend 4 meetings a year
• Have completed volunteer training and

associated checks
• Be confidential and discreet.

then we would love to hear from you.
Please contact Donna Barnett – Junior Wellbeing
Support Officer.
donna.barnett@encounter.sa.edu.au

SCHOLASTIC BOOK CLUB
NOW ONLINE FOR THIS TERM!
View your virtual catalogue online at:
Scholastic.com.au/Book-Club/virtual-catalogue-1/
Place your order on LOOP as per normal by:

18th May

Order will still be delivered to the College.
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EXTRA-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES FOR MIDDLE & SENIOR SCHOOL
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TEACHING & LEARNING
THE LEARNER PROFILE AT ENCOUNTER - Communicators
IB Definition of Communicators:
They understand and express ideas and information confidently and creatively in more than one language
and in a variety of modes of communication. They work effectively and willingly in collaboration with others.
With the widespread adoption of online learning as the venue for education over the recent weeks,
students have been adapting to a form of communication far different to that of a traditional classroom
setting.

Online communication incorporates forms of communication where students do not always need to be
directly available to exchange information, but rather respond at their own convenience which, apart from
video link meetings, is the norm when it comes to online learning. Learning platforms such as discussion boards
and feeds can be an effective way to engage students, share learning experiences and track class
conversations.
With technological change comes new environments for students, parents and teachers to navigate and
new sets of skills to learn. Across the globe, educators have been seeking innovative ways to redesign
classrooms and implement curriculums that are responsive to societies that are connected online.
During the COVID-19 pandemic, being able to effectively communicate in varying environments and
differing modes is a skill that all individuals have required, and will continue to need, whether it be students or
adults. Being able to actively listen, respond, collaborate, defend your position and clearly articulate your
points of view in an online environment has highlighted the importance of effective Communicators. This
Learner Profile attribute requires constant reflection, especially as we return to face to face learning and
teaching.
The challenge is to bring being a Communicator front and centre into the conversation at home and at
school.
Some questions that may assist with this include:

•

What does it mean to be a communicator? What are the different ways in which we communicate?

•

What is the role of communication in our society? How does it impact your family? Community? World?

•

What is our responsibility to be communicators? What is our responsibility to own our voices as
communicators?

•

What is difficult about being a communicator? How do we overcome these challenges?

•

We look forward to continuing to develop this Learner Profile attribute across the Encounter
Community.

ALICIA PUIATTI

ADAM PFEIFFER

PYP COORDINATOR

MYP COORDINATOR

TERM 2 | ISSUE 1 | 2020

AROUND THE COLLEGE
BACK TO SCHOOL!
It was wonderful to see so many students return to
Encounter this week where they could once again
enjoy face-to-face, innovative learning and play
with their beloved friends and peers.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
To celebrate our mums and special people
in our lives, a coffee van will be at the
College next Monday.
Come along from 8.30am and grab your
free coffee and yummy caramel slice.
We wish all of our Mums, Grandmas, Nanas
and friends a wonderful Mothers’ Day this
coming Sunday.
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