
 
 

Term 2 Week 7 
 

Monday 8th June 
 PUBLIC HOLIDAY 

________________________ 
 
Term 2 Week 8 
 

Monday 15th June 
 Year 10 Mock Interviews 
 Year 11 Exams  
 

Tuesday 16th June 
 Year 10 Mock Interviews 
 Year 11 Exams  
 

Wednesday 17th June 
 Year 11 Exams/Research  

Project Planning 
 Year 10 Exams  
  

Thursday 18th June 
 Year 11 Research Project  

Planning 
 Year 10 Exams  
 

Friday 19th June 
 Year 11 Research Project  

Planning 
 Year 10 Exams  
 
 
 

 

From the PRINCIPAL 
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Some of you may have seen the drone footage on Facebook of our  

students racing across Block 69 as part of the Fraser Dash. I thought it was 

spectacular. As well as being appreciative of the skill-set of one of our 

current student teachers (thanks Tyler!), it also reminded me of that 

sometimes elusive yet precious commodity of perspective. 

Being at ground level near the finish line gave me the chance to see 

weary students, winning students and also the students who I was most 

proud of: those simply out there having a go. From above, though, I  

noticed something different. While the individual runners could still be 

seen, it was similar in a way to the wildlife footage you might see on a 

David Attenborough documentary. No, I’m not suggesting our kids are 

wild animals, but there was a certain herd, flock (or gaggle?) mindset as 

I watched the large groups of students leaving the start line. 

Different perspectives are so very valuable, don’t you think? It might be 

something as simple as having a healthy perspective at this time of term 

when a potential post-COVID let-down might impact energy levels of 

adults and kids. It might be that we can have a perspective of gratitude 

that we can even mention ‘post-COVID’. Could we even imagine that 

we might be so free and healthy and safe 6-8 weeks ago. Finally, when 

we see recent headlines of protests, riots, looting and chaos in the U.S.A., 

perhaps we can see another reason for perspective. Although we  

always try to be age-appropriate in what we show and share with young 

people, being conscious of prejudice, racism and other evils in our world 

might help to give our kids a greater sense of empathy as they grow into 

citizens and servants of the world. 

It’s surely what we need more of right now. 
 

KELVIN 

SCHOLASTIC  

BOOK CLUB DUE 

Tuesday 9th June  



From the Head of Junior School 

As things slowly start returning to some semblance of 

'normal' here in the Junior School, as the term has 

progressed, we have been noticing increasingly 

some 'interesting things'.  For our students, the initial 

excitement of seeing friends and being back at 

school has been gradually replaced with some  

different, less desirable, behaviours. Children who 

have never shown separation anxiety are now  

finding it difficult to part with mum or dad at the 

start of the school day; things that would not  

typically bother a child are all of a sudden, more of 

a big deal.  There are niggles with friends or tears 

when given a direction from their teacher.  You may 

have noticed some 'interesting things' in your own 

homes - the very place, where your children feel 

most comfortable.  

In talking with my colleagues at other schools, they 

too paint a similar picture of students in their  

contexts.  This is being widely recognised as a  

delayed response to stress. While at school, we have 

been careful to maintain all the recommendations 

and guidelines put out by our advisory bodies, our 

kids are smart.  They know things are, have been 

and will continue to be, different.  They have seen a 

lot of change in a short time. And this change is  

being processed in a variety of ways.  So, for now, 

we have been prioritising learning engagements 

that promote wellbeing.  (The link between health 

and wellbeing and positive academic performance 

is well researched. Essentially, happy kids learn  

better and get along with others better too!)  

At home, do what you can to be attentive to  

wellbeing.  Commit to healthy eating, schedule 

downtime, limit time in front of screens and get kids 

to bed at a reasonable hour.  Spend time outside, 

come together as a family over a board game. 

Read, talk, laugh. And, if you notice anything 

'interesting', communicate this with your child's 

teacher, who along with all of our staff, have been 

working super hard to keep things steady, calm and 

sure for the children in these uncertain times. 

Together, we can navigate this next phase without 

compromising their wellbeing.  

Blessings 

TORI WEISS 
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As the weather becomes icy cold and winter sets 

in, it has been wonderful to see our students still 

outside in the elements – breathing fresh air and 

being active in the break times.  

Our ‘interhouse basketball’ which is occurring at 

lunchtimes is drawing many willing participants 

across Junior, Middle and Senior Schools.  

One of the most wonderful things about working 

in an F-12 College is to watch the interactions  

between the ‘big’ and the ‘little’ kids. All games 

have been played in great spirits – our new  

undercover courts are being well utilised. Many 

students in Middle and Senior school have also 

been venturing to the ‘block’ for lunchtime too. A 

chance to wander, chat, sit and connect with 

the natural environment is something special.  

Young people who have been without their  

organised social and sporting activities are really 

embracing the opportunity to begin to move 

again, in a safe and positive environment.  

As we look towards our community activities  

starting up again, there is something I’ve been 

wanting to say since March. Go Crows!!!!! 

On a final note, one of our very own Middle 

School teachers, Mr Michael Keough (pictured) 

has been nominated in the Advertiser and  

Sunday Mail’s Top Teachers in SA for 2020 for  

being “extremely passionate with his teaching 

methods”.  

Congratulations Michael - we are blessed to have 

you as part of our teaching team at the College. 

Blessings for your fortnight 

PENNY MCKENZIE 

From the Head of Middle & 

Senior School 



STAFF DEVOTION 

By Heidi Knowles 
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LIVE YOUR LIFE TO THE FULLEST AND  

FILLED WITH JOY 

If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old 

things have passed away; behold, all things have  

become new. — 2 Corinthians 5:17 

 

Recently a friend gave our family a chrysa-

lis already formed on a small branch of a plant. I 

knew in a few weeks time a new butterfly would 

emerge from this small sac and carefully unfold 

itself and cling to the plant to dry its wings for  

several hours.  

My children and I have witnessed this before but it 

still is a marvel to behold. The caterpillar emerges 

from its cocoon, transformed into a completely 

new creature. Similarly, we who recognize our sin, 

confess it, receive God’s forgiveness, and accept 

Jesus Christ as our Saviour and Lord are  

transformed into new life in Him. 

The butterfly does not return to the caterpillar 

state; nor can it return to the pupa phase. When a 

butterfly emerges from its cocoon, it flies — some-

thing it couldn’t do before! The butterfly also drinks 

sweet nectar instead of gorging on leaves. 

Are you a new creation in Christ still trying to crawl 

back inside the cocoon to live as you once lived? 

Even if you could go back in time, leaves would 

no longer nourish you, and the torn cocoon would 

no longer protect you. Why? Because God has 

transformed you into a new creation. Now you 

have the blessed privilege and opportunity to soar 

in His power and do His work on this planet. So 

spread your wings into their full, beautiful glory 

and potential. It’s time to fly. 

 

Partly adapted from Devotions from the  

Garden by Miriam Drennan.  

 

STUDENT ILLNESSES 

If your child is unwell in the morning before school, 

please refrain from sending them to school until 

they are 100% recovered. COVID concerns aside, 

we are heading into the cold and flu season and 

if we can avoid unnecessary transmission of germs 

we will all benefit. Thank you :)  

COLLEGE  

HOUSEKEEPING 

LLL BANKING 

It’s that time again when interest is due on LLL  

accounts. Please bring your LLL Bank Books to  

Student Services by Wednesday 10th June to be 

sent off for interest to be added/updated. 

DECS BUS NOTIFICATION 

Next Tuesday 9th June, VH R-7 and VH High School 

are having a student-free day, therefore there will 

be NO DECDS connecting buses that day. 

The Link SA Community Bus will be running but NO 

connecting bus. 

ONLINE VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

Quite often, students conduct electronic (via 

email) surveys to gather data, collate reports 

and summarise research for their various projects 

and assignments. 

We are looking for people who would be willing 

to complete these online surveys to assist  

students in gathering varying and valuable data. 

If you are willing to be on our database to  

receive these student surveys please email  

carolyn.brunt@encounter.sa.edu.au and just 

place in the subject line “I give permission for 

surveys” 

Please note that it is not compulsory to complete 

every survey you receive and we thank you for 

your any assistance you can provide. 

  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2%20Corinthians%205:17&version=NIV&src=tools
mailto:carolyn.brunt@encounter.sa.edu.au
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TEACHING & LEARNING  

THE LEARNER PROFILE AT ENCOUNTER - OPEN MINDED 

IB Definition of Courageous:  

As part of the Learner Profile, the IB defines an Open Minded Learner as follows: 

“IB Learners critically appreciate their own cultures and personal histories, as well as the values and  

traditions of others. They seek and evaluate a range of points of view, and are willing to grow from the  

experience.” 

 

National Reconciliation Week (NRW) is acknowledged from the 26th of May to the 3rd of June each year, 

beginning with National Sorry Day. As shared by an educator who works specifically to develop  

intercultural understanding and practices, NRW is not about apologising for something we didn’t do, but 

about acknowledging and sympathising with the pain of others from situations that have occurred in the 

past.  

 

There are many circumstances that have occurred, and continue to occur that highlights the importance 

of being Open-Minded to the experiences, values, feelings and beliefs of others. Therefore,  

acknowledging events such as National Reconciliation Week, exploring real-life issues in the curriculum 

and providing opportunities for students to develop their understandings of these events is an important 

part of being a student at Encounter Lutheran College.  

 

Students in the Junior School have many opportunities to connect with real-life issues in their curriculum. 

Recently, all students have engaged with learning experiences that have connected them to National 

Reconciliation Week. They have learnt more about Indigenous culture, explored some of what has  

occurred in the past and identified why acknowledging NRW is important as an Australian Society.  

 

In the Middle and Senior school staff and students work together to help students be more open to  

embracing new ideas and different perspectives. As part of National Reconciliation Week, students  

explored and reviewed the reasons for NRW. Teachers helped facilitate discussions where ideas were 

challenged, and opinions were shared. These open discussions were aimed to allow students to learn 

more about the complex history of Indigenous Australians. An open-minded classroom environment gives 

students space to explore ideas in a tolerant learning environment. 

 

Developing Open-Minded learners is of vital importance for our students at Encounter. We will continue to 

provide many learning experiences that will assist students to further develop this Learner Profile Attribute.  

  ALICIA PUIATTI                                                        ADAM PFEIFFER 

  PYP COORDINATOR                                                       MYP COORDINATOR 
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AROUND THE COLLEGE 

FRASER DASH 2020  

INAUGURAL CHAMPIONS 

The Fraser Dash was inspired by a wander and a 

wonder in Block69, where the question was posed 

by a young man called Fraser; “How long would it 

take to get from that corner to the other corner?” 

He was in the right place at the right time, so a 

race and a name was born right there. 
 

The Fraser Dash became a race for students in 

Years 3-12 starting at the Wetlands corner on 

Strawberry Hill Road of Block 69 to the roundabout 

corner (stack of hay bales) on Adelaide Road. 
 

Congratulations to all of the participants who 

signed up to take part in the very first Fraser Dash. 
 

A special mention to the following students who 

placed in their age groups on the day and have 

now set the benchmarks for future champions. 
 

Year 3-6 Girls (4 min 02 sec)  

1st Grace Roger, 2nd Kate Roger, 3rd Molly Welk, 

4th Zoe Palmer.  

Year 3-6 Boys (3 min 32 sec)  

1st Charlie Ellis, 2nd Elliot, 3rd Josiah Britton,  

4th Chase Ashcroft.  

Year 7-9 Girls (4 min 08 sec)  

1st Abbey Ellis, 2nd Lily Baxter, 3rd Rachael  

Sommerville, 4th Amelie Grivell. 

Year 7-9 Boys (3 min 02 sec)  

1st Arie Minenko, 2nd Jamie Baxter, 3rd Fraser  

Gordan, 4th Matawai Scavelis.  

Year 10-12 Girls (4 min 18 sec)  

1st Ebony Mansbridge, 2nd Briony Pannell,  

3rd Delia Althorp, 4th Molly Peier.  

Year 10-12 Boys (3 min 08 sec – restricted track)  

1st Ben Roberts, 2nd Benny Seidel, 3rd Max Burgess, 

4th Nick Baxter. 

 

SA SCHOOL SPORT 

VIRTUAL CROSS COUNTRY 

Congratulations to the team of dedicated running  

students who competed in the School Sport SA  

Virtual Cross Country on the Block this week. Despite 

the sloping terrain and natural environment the  

students completed their trails in excellent time. Well 

done to everyone that participated. A special  

mention to the following students who completed the 

distance first in their age group: 

9 Years (1500m)   

Hudson Egan and Chase Ashcroft – 9.07 min 

10 Years (2000m) 

Kate Rogers – 10.11 min 

11 Years (3000m) 

Mac Grivell – 15.49 min 

12 Years (3000m) 

Grace Rogers – 14.58 min 

13 Years (3000m) 

Abigail Ellis – 14.46 min 

15 Years (4000m) 

Arie Minenko – 18.38 min 
 

All the students results have been sent into SSSA to 

compare with other school in SA and WA.  

There is also still time if students would like to run their 

own virtual cross country course out of school hours 

between the competition dates of June 1-8. Parents 

are encouraged to photograph evidence of the run 

and send through an entry to SSSA based on the rules 

outlined. Please see the School Sport SA website or the 

link https://www.education.sa.gov.au/teaching/sport/

sports-and-competitions/school-sport-sa-home to up-

load the distance covered for their age group and the 

time achieved. It is open for all students from 5 to 18 

years.  

 

https://www.education.sa.gov.au/teaching/sport/sports-and-competitions/school-sport-sa-home
https://www.education.sa.gov.au/teaching/sport/sports-and-competitions/school-sport-sa-home







