
 
 

Term 3 Week 2 
 

Tuesday 28th July 
 Parent/Teacher Interviews 

3.30-8pm 
 

  Wednesday 29th July 
 Parent/Teacher Interviews 

3.30-8pm 
  

  Thursday 30th July 

 Year 10 Immunisation Dose 2 

 Volunteer Training 6pm  
The Nest 

 

Friday 31st July 
 Volunteer Training 9am 

   The Nest 

 SAPSASA Yr 6/7 Girls Netball 

 SSSA Surfing Final Round 

 SHINE Year 6 

______________________ 
 

Term 3 Week 3 
 

Wednesday 5th August 
 SSSA Girls Yr 8/9 & Open  

Girls Netball 
 

Friday 7th August 
 Year 8/9 Boys Soccer 

 SHINE Year 2  

 
COFFEE IS AVAILABLE  
FROM THE GPS CAFÉ  

EACH FRIDAY BEFORE SHINE 
FROM 8.45AM 
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Term 3 greetings to our existing families as well as the new families who 

have become part of our Encounter family this term. To those returning 

and those arriving for the first time, I hope your beginning to Term 3 is  

purposeful and positive. I have heard plenty of stories of families  

escaping to various corners of South Australia to enjoy time together with 

family and friends.  

I’m sure many of you have reflected on how strange it was commencing 

last term with most students taking part in remote learning. For staff it was 

very sombre on our first day back in April, not knowing how long we would 

be at arm’s length from our students. Although there is still a need to be 

cautious and responsible, we can also humbly celebrate the  

achievements of our State to this point, which has enabled us to return to 

school and many aspects of everyday life. It truly is wonderful to be back 

with all our staff and students to kickstart Term 3, and I have great hopes 

for how our students will engage in their learning and connect with each 

other between now and the end of September, 

I offer a reminder to you to register for Parent Teacher Interviews which are 

being held next Tuesday and Wednesday afternoon and evening. I look 

forward to seeing many of you there for these important conversations 

with teachers. I also extend an invitation to families to join us again for 

Shine on Friday mornings when this weekly time of worship recommences 

next week. Michael’s amazing coffee will be available from our GPS Café, 

so we look forward to seeing many of you for Shine, Assembly and an  

opportunity for community connection. 

I continue to be thankful for the Encounter family and the way we have 

remained united, supportive and committed to community throughout a 

unique and challenging period. I look forward to having many  

conversations with you in the weeks ahead.  

 

KELVIN 

 



From the Head of Junior School 
By now, you should have received an invitation to 

book and attend a parent-teacher interview for your 

child next week.  We are really pleased to be able to 

have this opportunity to reconnect with you all after 

what has been an interesting start to the year.    

An IB School (a school of the International  

Baccalaureate authorised to offer the Primary and 

Middle Years Program), is defined by the strong  

belief that parents and teachers are partners in their 

child's education.  We want you to be actively  

involved in your child's learning to share decisions, 

exchange ideas, build on experiences and provide 

support.  Current research tells us that parental  

involvement with their child/ren's learning has the  

potential to accelerate student achievement. We 

want that for your child/ren as much as you do! 

So why should you go to your child's Parent-Teacher 

interviews - even if you don't have any specific  

concerns? 

• So your child knows that you are interested in 

      his/her learning. Don't underestimate the  

      importance of this. 

• To find out more about your child's academic, 

      emotional and social development.  The  

      information you read on Seesaw or in your child's 

      school report tells you something, but there is an 

      added benefit in talking with the person that 

      your child spends hours with each day.  

• To reconnect with your child's teacher so that 

      they can understand more about your 

      child.  While we get a sense of who they are at 

      school, you have a unique and different  

      perspective that really helps us provide better 

      learning experiences.  

• So you can make plans together about how you 

      can best support and extend your child.  

You may feel a bit nervous about attending the  

interview. That is totally normal, and to be honest, 

teachers can sometimes feel the same way -  

especially if there are some difficult or sensitive issues 

to discuss.  The value of these interactions far  

outweighs any fleeting discomfort and it is important 

to get as much out of the interview as you can.  It is 

ok to be direct or seek clarification if you don't  

understand something your child's teacher has 

said.  Know we want for your child what you do 

too.  That is, for your child to be the best version of 

themself as they can be. 
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Welcome to Term 3. I am sure most of us think the 

holidays went too quickly. Personally, I enjoyed a 

quick visit to both Port Lincoln and Robe, as for  

obvious reasons my holiday to visit family in New 

Zealand did not go ahead. 
 

The term and semester ahead sees a number of 

our Middle and Senior School students juggle a 

changed timetable, possibly subjects they haven’t 

studied before, and even at times a change in 

teachers. This is a great opportunity for our students 

to start afresh and engage in new ideas, different 

perspectives, and even new relationships as they 

embrace the coming term. 
 

Parent Teacher Interviews will occur this coming 

Tuesday and Wednesday. This is a great  

opportunity for parents, teachers, and our students 

to reflect on the past semester, and put some 

goals in place for the remainder of the year. 
 

This term we will recommence some excursions, 

and larger gatherings at school, as life returns to 

something similar to what it was pre-Coronavirus. I 

know the students will look forward to these  

opportunities. Of course we are aware that our 

colleagues in Victoria are experiencing a different 

term ahead. While they are socially distancing, 

wearing masks, and at time isolating I am  

reminded the following piece written by composer 

Paul Williams: 

“When you go out and see the empty streets, the 

empty stadiums, the empty train platforms, don't 

say to yourself, "It looks like the end of the world." 

What you're seeing is love in action. What you're 

seeing, in that negative space, is how much we do 

care for each other, for our grandparents, for the 

immuno-compromised brothers and sisters, for  

people we will never meet. 

People will lose jobs over this. Some will lose their 

businesses. And some will lose their lives. All the 

more reason to take a moment, when you're out 

on your walk, or on your way to the store, or just 

watching the news, to look into the emptiness and 

marvel at all of that love. 

Let it fill and sustain you. It isn't the end of the 

world. It is the most remarkable act of global  

solidarity we may ever witness”. 
 

JON GREAR 

 

 

Have a great fortnight. 

JON GREAR 

 

From the Acting Head of  

Middle & Senior School 



STAFF DEVOTION 

By Katie Nuttall  
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“For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, 

nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things 

to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor 

anything else in all creation, will be able to  

separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus 

our Lord.” (Romans 8.38-39) 

Adrian Gibb, the Archives Researcher for the  

Anglican Church Southern Queensland, wrote in 

response to the above reading, “Paul is reminding 

us that God loves unconditionally, wastefully, and 

fully. God loves us because God loves us – no 

qualifications. Not even angels, not even life, in all 

its twists and turns, can keep us from the love of 

God. This is a message of supreme comfort. As 

Christians, as human beings, we fall down  

sometimes. We fail and we feel like we are losing 

the race we are meant to win. Nothing, present or 

past, not even our own failings and insecurities, 

can stand between us and the love and  

acceptance of God. And, of course, it is that  

example of love and acceptance that we must 

engage in on earth, also, as in Heaven, to further 

work towards the Kingdom.” 

Take comfort in knowing God is with us always. 

 

Hello everyone! 

My name is Alicia Puiatti and it has been wonderful 

to be part of the Encounter Community now for 

two terms, where Jesus is central to all that occurs. 

I live in the Adelaide Hills, am married to Jason and 

am Mum to 2 young children, Ethan and Addie.  

Previously I have taught at Concordia College, St 

John’s Campus in Highgate for 13 years.  

At Concordia I had various roles including  

classroom teaching and leadership roles in the  

areas of Wellbeing and Curriculum. I am also a 

Workshop Leader for the International  

Baccalaureate (IB) Primary Years Programme 

(PYP), which means I facilitate workshops for  

educators across the Asia Pacific region to help 

them learn more about the PYP.  

My role at Encounter is Primary Years Programme 

(PYP) Coordinator. It involves oversight of the  

Learning and Teaching in the Junior School,  

focusing on the what, how and why of learning. I 

also help to ensure we are meeting the  

requirements of the IB and the Australian  

Curriculum as mandated by ACARA. A great  

proportion of my time is spent working with the 

teachers in the Junior School, to ensure that  

learning experiences are engaging and moving all 

learners forward. 

I am passionate about learning and developing 

learners who have the skills, dispositions and  

understandings to help them be successful in the 

future. It has been a pleasure to connect with so 

many in this community already, and I look  

forward to continuing this. 

INTRODUCING 

Alicia Puiatti 

DRESS UPS NEEDED 

The Foundation class is looking for donations of 

dress up clothes for their imaginative play times. 

They could be old dance costumes, dresses that no 

longer fit or items of clothing that are interesting  

in sizes 4 - 10.  

Fun hats, bags and accessories would also be 

great.  

All donations can be dropped into the Gallery. 

SCHOLASTIC BOOK CLUB  

DUE 

FRIDAY 7TH AUGUST 
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AROUND THE COLLEGE 

ONLINE COLLEGE SHOP 

We are very excited that our new online College 

Shop is now live on our website. Families can now 

order uniform items online with a “click and  

collect” facility. 

Follow this link to access the online facility. 

https://www.encounter.sa.edu.au/college-shop/  

 

Our Uniform Shop is still open on Tuesdays and  

Thursdays: 8:15am – 10am & 2:30 – 3.30pm.  

Students have until Friday 4th September to  

complete the Premier’s Reading Challenge for 

2020. 

FROM THE NEST 

BOOK WEEK 2020 

We  will be celebrating the Children’s Book  

Council of Australia Book Awards during Term 3, 

Week 6 with a fun dress-up day on Friday 28th  

August!   

Come dressed up as your favourite book  

character or be creative with the theme for this 

year ‘Curious Creatures, Wild Minds’ 

COMMUNITY PROJECT FOR  

LEUKAEMIA FOUNDATION 

As part of her Year 9 Community Project, Nunu 

Darrie has won the support of staff members Mr 

John Davidson and Ms Jo Eastaff and fellow  

student Will Powell-Humble who will be shaving 

their heads for a cure! 

All 3 participants have nominated a dollar figure 

for their locks and once that sum is reached as a 

school community, the shave begins! 

A donation box is located at the Front Office for 

anyone who would like to donate to this worthy 

cause. 

VOLUNTEER TRAINING 

Volunteer Training will be taking place next week 

in The Nest: 
 

THURSDAY 30TH JULY AT 6PM  

FRIDAY 31ST JULY AT 9AM  

If you have any enquiries about Volunteering at 

the College or the status of your volunteer  

registration, please contact Carolyn Brunt at 

carolyn.brunt@encounter.sa.edu.au  

https://www.encounter.sa.edu.au/college-shop/?fbclid=IwAR3bXw21e17IOl1KWUiwRwK9atNZVZOnxtnSgzh-gxQv6uKpOrqJLSeTJa8
mailto:carolyn.brunt@encounter.sa.edu.au
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TEACHING AND LEARNING 

INQUIRERS 

As part of the Learner Profile, the IB defines an Inquirer as follows: 

“IB Learners nurture their curiosity, developing skills for inquiry and research. They know how to learn  

independently and with others. They learn with enthusiasm and sustain their love of learning throughout life.” 

There are many opportunities for students to develop their skills and dispositions as an inquirer at Encounter. 

Towards the end of last term, our Early Learners, Foundation and Year 1 students all spent significant time in 

Block 69, engaging enthusiastically in this environment. Exploring how various structures can be created,  

developing an understanding of floating and sinking in the natural creek, working out the best way to cross 

the creek without getting wet and exploring the formulation of mud all provided students with an opportunity 

to develop as an inquirer.  

There are also many moments for students to develop as inquirers daily in classrooms. Year 2 students have 

participated in a Living Library, where they developed their understandings about ways to care for our  

natural world from various experts. In Year 3, students have participated in many hands-on experiences to  

understand the properties of heat and why these are important in daily lives. Year 4 students shared a  

culmination of their inquiries through articulating their understanding of how aesthetics influence thoughts 

and feelings. These are just a few examples of the experiences that students are a part of that occur  

regularly in the Junior School.  

In the Middle and Senior School inquiry allows students take control of their own questions and research as 

they explore and present their own findings. This helps students to foster a deeper understanding of what is 

covered in class and connects their learning to ‘real world’ experiences. Students also have the opportunity 

explore the connection between being an inquirer and asking questions and the potential obstacles we can 

face when conducting an inquiry. Block 69 has also been a valuable asset in the pursuit of knowledge and 

understanding with most classes taking the opportunity to explore the learning potential the environment has 

to offer, again developing their inquiry skills and dispositions.  

At Encounter we believe that if students get learning ‘in their hands’ they will in turn get it ‘in their heads’. We 

will continue to strive to provide many engaging learning experiences so that students can continue to  

develop as inquirers.  

  ALICIA PUIATTI                                                               ADAM PFEIFFER 

  PYP COORDINATOR                                                              MYP COORDINATOR 



COMMUNITY NEWS 
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Feel free to  

drop your Bread Bag Tags and  

Plastic Bottle Tops into the  

Front Office. 

SPELD SA Inc. are holding free workshops this Friday and Saturday at Mt Compass.  

Follow the link below to book your place at one of these sessions. 

https://www.eventbrite.com.au/o/speld-sa-inc-17735681765  

 

 

SPELD SA Inc 

SPELD SA is a non profit organisation that provides advice and  
services to children and adults with specific learning difficulties and 
those who care for, teach, and work with them.    Our Mission: To  
advance the education and general welfare of individuals with specific 
learning difficulties, such as dyslexia, through the provision of quality  
information and professional services to individuals, families, schools 
and other organisations. 

 

GRATEFUL GRANDIES AND FRIENDS 

The College has suggested an activity that we may be interested in helping them with - gardening.  

Ideally they would like us for a couple hours per week or fortnight doing some regular garden 

maintenance  - weeding, garden preparation, sweeping leaves etc.....just remember that you need 

to have completed your volunteer training and relevant checks to participate. 

This could be a fun project where we meet other grandies and friends, help the college and get 

that depleted vitamin D we may be lacking. 

If you feel that you have the time and inclination for this project please contact Carolyn Brunt 

(carolyn.brunt@encounter.sa.edu.au) to organise a time that suits you. It is hoped that we might 

have a team of volunteers ready to start by the middle of this term. 

Thanks from  

Mal Morgan (0437991397)  and Merilyn Harrington (0405789824):  (contact people for Grateful  

Grandies and Friends) 

https://www.eventbrite.com.au/o/speld-sa-inc-17735681765
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/o/speld-sa-inc-17735681765
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/o/speld-sa-inc-17735681765
mailto:carolyn.brunt@encounter.sa.edu.au
tel:0437991397
tel:0405789824



