
 

Term 3 Week 4 
 

Wednesday 12th August 
 SAPSASA Year 6/7 Netball & 

Football Carnival 
 

 

Friday 14th August 
 SHINE Year 5  
_______________________ 

Term 3 Week 5 
 

Wednesday 19th August 
 SSSA Girls 9-A-Side Football  

 
Thursday 20th August 

 Year 2 Narnu Farm Camp 
 
 

Friday 21st August 
 Year 2 Narnu Farm Camp 

 SSSA Open Boys & Girls  
Basketball  

 SHINE Year 3  
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As I write this letter I am seated rather carefully in a chair having run the 

Jamieson Ultra in Block 69 with a group of eager and courageous Year 5-9 

students. After being on the move for six hours I, like the other young  

people and adults participating, will have my fair share of sore spots and 

aches for the next few days.  

It is far from a cliche to say it was all worth it. It was. Really! I may be  

walking gingerly, slowly and awkwardly for a few days, but each time I 

take a step I’ll think of the encouraging words shared between students, 

the gritting of teeth that enabled just one more lap to be completed and, 

finally, the looks of satisfaction on all faces at the end of the day. 

I’m sure you can relate to the reality that pain is sometimes inevitable 

when something worthwhile is at stake. Sometimes it’s physical pain, but 

on other occasions it may be mental or emotional toil. One of the  

inspirations for acquiring Block 69 was to address what we often see in 

young people and their lack of resilience or their capacity to dig deep 

and keep pushing. Clearly Encounter is not aiming to be a boot camp or 

seeking to replicate the practices of defence force training, but pushing 

ourselves and our kids so they can wrestle with discomfort will usually  

provide an outcome down the track that is positive and productive. 

Just as our diverse and intentional camp program seeks to gently push our 

kids closer to independence, tenacity and self-belief, so too are so many 

of the activities we have planned for Block 69 in the weeks, months and 

years ahead. Thank God once again for that amazing space. 

 

 

KELVIN 

 

 

 

ENROLMENTS FOR 2021:  
 

As Term 3 rolls on and we 

continue to plan classes for 

2021, we ask that you  

contact the College asap if 

your situation is changing in 

2021.  

We are now establishing 

waiting lists in some year 

levels so would like to inform 

other families of places  

becoming available. 

This will also ensure that you 

do not incur a penalty 

term’s fees. Thank you. 



From the Head of Junior School 
It was so lovely to be able to connect with you all 

again at our recent Parent-Teacher interviews.  While 

it was a couple of big days for the teaching staff, 

they really enjoyed the opportunity to meet with you 

and discuss your child's learning.  With reports going 

out at the end of last term, as well as ongoing  

information about learning via Seesaw, we hope you 

are feeling really confident knowing where your 

child is situated in all areas of their development.  

This term, we have welcomed Ms Emily Frahn to the 

Junior School staff.  Emily is taking over Steve Moore's 

Year 2 class and is settling in well.  She has  

appreciated the friendliness of the school  

community and is looking forward to getting to know 

her new class. If you see her around, please  

continue to make her feel welcome.  

It has been wonderful to be able to resume Shine 

with the Junior School students once again.  We met 

for the first time since March, last week. Students 

were excited and many of them greeted me as they 

came into school with an exuberant "Guess what Mrs 

Weiss? We get to go to Shine today!!" Shine is such a 

special part of what we do at Encounter and it 

makes me happy knowing how valued it is by so 

many of our students.  We can't wait to welcome 

parents and carers back too - but sadly, given  

recent developments, this will be a while away 

yet.  As soon as we are able, you will be given the 

green light to come back and share such a special 

time with us once more.  

By now, you would have heard about some  

proposed uniform changes for students in  

Foundation to Year 2. Thanks to those parents who 

have sent in feedback about this.  The community 

will continue to be engaged in this process over the 

coming year.  Likewise, we will be seeking your  

feedback about our approach to reporting 

too.  Parents and carers will be sent an email over 

the next week inviting your response to some  

targeted questions about how learning is  

communicated by us.  We want to ensure we are 

meeting your needs as best as we are able, so will 

be looking to you for help in assessing how well we 

are doing with this.  Stay tuned. 

 

TORI WEISS 
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Welcome to Week 3.  

Students in 8-11 should now be planning their  

subject selections for 2021. Course counselling is 

now available to all families through Weeks 4-6 – 

appointments are to be booked through our online 

portal SOBS.  

It is a crucial time for our students and families as 

we partner together in planning each students 

unique pathway through their secondary  

schooling. It is essential that each student has a 

clear and informed plan to ensure they are able to 

maximise their gifts, talents and interests as they 

navigate their life through, and beyond Encounter.  

Encounter offers over 30 SACE subjects, and a 

wide range of vocational pathways are also  

available. Meetings with either myself or the SACE 

Coordinator, Mrs O’Donnell with students and their 

families will ensure that each student is able to 

carefully plan their subject selections for 2021 and 

beyond.  

Students and families should also have access to 

our virtual Careers Expo, where universities and  

further education providers have provided  

information regarding their offerings for 2021.  

Further hard copies are available in the NEST.  

Information sessions for Year 12 students who are 

looking at universities next year have been held 

and SATAC booklets have been distributed. It’s an 

exciting time for us here in Middle and Senior 

School.  

I wish you a blessed and safe week. 
 

PENNY MCKENZIE 

From the Head of  

Middle & Senior School 

IB EVALUATION 

On Tuesday you would have received a  

communication about our upcoming IB  

Evaluation. We encourage you to take this  

opportunity to provide us with some feedback 

about the teaching and learning at Encounter 

through completing the following short survey:  

https://forms.gle/wJMFuvki34Q1yg849 

 

https://forms.gle/wJMFuvki34Q1yg849


STAFF DEVOTION 

By Lucy Cameron 
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5 simple ways to reconnect with God 

In the midst of our busy lives, it is so easy for us to get so 

focused on getting things done that we become  

disconnected. Not just from those around us or the  

purpose behind our to do lists. We can also become 

disconnected from God, even in the midst of doing 

things for Him.  

There have been times when I was serving, giving and 

growing in my faith and my relationship with God had 

no bounds. Then there have been those other times 

when I look less to God and more to myself. Focused on 

how I am going to get something done or what my next 

steps should be. There have also been times when I 

looked to my husband to be the answer or give me the 

answer I am looking for. 

We have all done this. Started to lean more on our own 

abilities and understanding. Or looked for others to give 

us the answers or assurances we need that can only 

come from God. It is in those times and other times 

when we notice ourselves seeking or feeling  

disconnected. With these five intentional and simple 

steps, we can both reconnect with God and grow in 

our faith. 

1 Reconnecting With God Starts With Prayer 

Draw near to God and He will draw near to you.  

James 4:8a (NKJV) 

2 Self-Evaluation 

Examine and test and evaluate your own selves to see 

whether you are holding to your faith and showing the 

proper fruits of it. 2 Corinthians 13:5a (AMPC) 

3 Do A Fast 

“Yet even now,” declares the Lord, “return to me with 

all your heart, with fasting, with weeping, and with 

mourning; Joel 2:12 (ESV) 

4 Start A Daily Devotional 

But they delight in the law of the Lord, meditating on it 

day and night. Psalms 1:2 (NLT)  

5 Join A Small Group 

And let us consider how to stir up one another to love 

and good works, not neglecting to meet  

together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one 

another, and all the more as you see 

Hebrews 10:24-25 (ESV) 
 

By Ayanna (Beyond Committed)  

https://beyondcommitted.com/reconnect-with-god/ 

Once I graduated Year 12, I wasted no time and 

began to study Primary School teaching at Tabor 

University as well as continuing to work at the Horse 

Tram. During this season I was also completing 

grade 8 Bass guitar and grade 5 Electric guitar. 

Whilst studying at Uni, I was never settled or fully at 

peace that this is what I wanted to do, but I knew 

that I loved working with young people, so I 

pushed through. A measly 9 weeks into my Uni 

course I found myself quite unhappy and falling far 

behind in my studies and decided to look for other 

options.  

My guitar tutor and now employer Matt Jorgensen, 

gave me an opportunity to work and study with 

him as a music tutor and to enrol in a London 

based course called the Rock School Level 4  

Performance Diploma majoring in the Bass guitar. 

At that point I had no idea that I could study 

something that I considered a hobby and turn it 

into a certified qualification recognised in over 52 

countries. I began learning the pedagogy of how 

to teach music and started my teaching career of 

Bass and Guitar in late 2017.  

The last 3 years have been a wave of teaching, 

performing and study, as I have now completed 

grade 8 Electric guitar and my level 4 Diploma in 

the Bass. A real milestone and honour was being 

asked to perform a Bass piece I composed for my 

Diploma graduation ceremony at the University of 

Adelaide. An experience I'll never forget.  

Currently I am still teaching music and studying 

towards my Licentiate Diploma (Honours), which 

will conclude at the end of this year as well as 

growing a wedding and functions business among 

other projects.  

 

Psalms 37:4 says; "Take delight in the Lord, and He 

will give you the desires of your heart".  I want to 

encourage any young person to follow your 

dreams and work hard in pursuing them- even if 

they seem like they are off the paved path. To 

achieve a goal and come out with a Diploma or 

qualification is very rewarding and satisfying. 

OLD SCHOLAR CHECK IN 

Luke Ridley - Class of 2016 

mailto:https://beyondcommitted.com/reconnect-with-god/
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AROUND THE COLLEGE 

What is a Wellbeing Support Officer? What does 

that mean and who, really, is our wellbeing  

support officer? 

Wellbeing Support Officer is the formal title of my 

role here at Encounter, and my name is Donna 

Barnett. The informal role I play is affectionately 

called “school mum”, and the students simply 

know me as Donna. 

As the ‘school mum’, or wellbeing support  

officer, my role at the college is to provide an  

extra layer of care and love for the students, their 

families and the staff at our college. I can help 

with settling children into class at the start of the 

day, provide a safe place for them to simply be, 

and many other things that support their health 

and wellbeing. I even accept crazy challenges 

from the students (eg. Handstands). 

I also run the ‘Seasons for Growth’ program here 

at Encounter, which guides children to  

understand their own journey through big life 

changes. 

Lunchtimes on Monday, Wednesday and Friday 

see me open wide the doors to my room and it 

fills with laughter and creativity as children come 

in to chat, draw, play board games, French knit, 

play with puppets or cuddle the big tiger! 

I have been here at Encounter for several years 

now, in student support across both Junior and 

Middle School, and this year moved into this new 

position in the Junior School. My background is in 

nursing and midwifery, and many of you might 

recognise me from my 14 years facilitating the 

Childbirth and Parenting program through the  

local hospital. I recently completed further studies 

in Adolescent Health and Wellbeing. 

Outside of my role at Encounter, I am kept busy 

being a mum to Nic and Tom who are in Middle 

School, being a soccer mum and team  

manager, and currently enjoying discovering the 

joys of big long walks, with or without my dog  

Hazel for company. 

If you have any concerns regarding the  

wellbeing of your child here at Encounter, 

please let your classroom teacher know, and 

we can work together to best support you 

child. My aim is for every child at our college 

knows that they are cared for and loved here. 

OUR JUNIOR SCHOOL “MUM”   

DONNA BARNETT 
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AROUND THE COLLEGE 

JAMIESON ULTRA MARATHON 

Our inaugural Jamieson Ultra was run on 

Wednesday 5th August with over 20 students 

and staff taking the challenge on under perfect 

weather conditions. 

Congratulations to Josh Vella who ran 45.3km 

and Grace Rogers and Abi Ellis who both ran a 

marathon. 

Collectively, participants ran the equivalent of 

Adelaide to Melbourne!  

ENCOUNTER’S GREATEST SHAVE 

As part of her Year 9 Community Project, Nunu 

Darrie organized and gained the support of 3 

members of our community who offered their 

locks to be shaved off in support of finding a cure 

for Leukemia.  

It was an exciting and emotional event and  

students really supported one of their fellow  

students and two teaching staff in this  

generous act of kindness.  

A huge shout out to student, Will Powell-Humble, 

and staff members Jo Eastaff and John Davidson 

- thanks to their efforts over $2500 was raised - not 

bad when the target amount was originally $400.  
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FROM THE SPORTS DESK 

CROSS COUNTRY CHAMPS 

On Sunday 2nd August, Abi Ellis, Grace Rogers, 

Kate Rogers and Charlie Ellis ran in the Little  

Athletics State Cross Country Championship, 

which was held at Bonython Park, Adelaide.  

The results achieved were Abi (U13s) placing 7th,  

running 3km in a time of 12.40, Grace (U12s) 

placing 3rd, running 2km in a time of 8.49, Kate 

(U10s) placing 3rd, running 1.5km in a time of 

5.37 and Charlie (U10s) placing 1st and  

becoming the Under 10 Boys State Cross Country 

Champion 2020, running 1.5km in a time of 

5.09.  All four did fabulously well and should be so 

proud of their achievements. 

NETBALL PROGRAM SHINES 

On Friday July 31st, some of our Year 6/7 Netball 

Program students participated in SAPSASA 

Statewide Netball at Seaford Secondary College. 

The girls demonstrated outstanding effort,  

commitment and sportsmanship throughout the 

day, winning two out of three games. 

Congratulations on a fantastic day full of smiles, 

great competition and team spirit!  

Thank you to Belinda Jamieson for umpiring on 

the day and for our amazing parent supporters. 

Go Encounter!  

COURTNEY MORGAN 

MOTO GP CHAMPION 

Congratulations to Encounter Lutheran College 

year 7 student Ryder Gilbert for his moto GP  

success. Ryder is currently coming 1st in the state 

for junior titles and is getting ready to travel  

interstate to Darwin for a national contest.  

We wish Ryder all the best for the rest of the  

competitive year. 

U16 SURFING CHAMPS 

A big Congratulations to Fraser Gordon and Zach 

Palmer for winning u/16’s for school surfing at  

Middleton point on Friday. They surfed incredibly 

well and worked together as a team. Fraser and 

Zach finished the year with two 1st place’s and 

took home the trophy for Encounter Lutheran  

College. 

A great effort from Bailey and Leo Torok, surfing in 

the opens and making the quarter finals against a 

much older competition. 

STEPHEN MANNERS 



COMMUNITY NEWS 
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Feel free to  

drop your Bread Bag Tags and  

Plastic Bottle Tops into the  

Front Office. 




