
 

Term 3 Week 10 
Wednesday 23rd September 

 Year 11 PE Camp  

 Thursday 24th September 

 Year 11 PE Camp 

 Foundation Student Led  
Conference 2.30-3.30pm 

 Friday 25th September 

 Year 11 PE Camp 

 LAST DAY OF TERM 3 

 Casual Day - Funky Socks Day 

 

Term 4 Week 1 
Monday 12th October 

  TERM 4 COMMENCES  
  Year 9 Heysen Hundred 
 Camp 

  Year 8 Adelaide Camp 
  Tuesday 13th October 
 Year 9 Heysen Hundred 
 Camp 

 Year 8 Adelaide Camp 
  Wednesday 14th October 

 Year 9 Heysen Hundred 
 Camp 

  Year 8 Adelaide Camp    
   Thursday 15th October 

 Open Boys & Girls Basketball 
Finals 

 Year 5 & 6 Readers Rap  
Excursion 

 Year 9 Heysen Hundred Camp  

 Year 8 Adelaide Camp 

   Friday 16th October 
 Year 9 Camp Rest Day  

 Year 8 Adelaide Camp 
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With just over a week until the spring break, I’m starting to think about 

our family trip to Yorke Peninsula. At the time of writing it’s only ten 

more sleeps!  

What makes this upcoming trip even more exciting is that we were 

originally meant to be heading over to YP in April, just as COVID-19 

closed most aspects of life down to the very bare necessities. Even 

though I must admit to hatching a grand plan to flee Victor Harbor 

and selfishly and anonymously hideaway on holiday, my sense of 

what was right won over. Now that travel is possible within South  

Australia it seems like the most wonderful, profound and freeing  

experience to be having a driving and camping trip with our family. 

Whether a holiday, a job, a relationship, a phone call or another  

decision where it could go one way or another, opportunity always 

knocks. At times we can turn a blind eye or think it’s all too hard, but 

especially in the year that has been, I encourage you too to embrace 

anything that might be possible and to say a resounding ‘YES!’ and to 

grasp it with both hands. 

KELVIN 

ENROLMENTS FOR 2021 
 

A final reminder that if your situation for 2021 is changing and you are 

unable to continue your child’s enrolment at Encounter, we need to 

be informed in writing by the last day of this term to ensure that you 

will not incur a penalty term’s fee. Thank you. 



From the Head of Junior School 
In the last edition of this newsletter, I wrote about the 

opportunities we had been intentionally embedding 

into the school day to develop resilience in our  

Junior School children.  This week, I would like to talk 

about the importance of developing independence. 

It has become almost a cliche to say that we don't 

know what kind of future we are preparing our  

students for.  However, what we do know is it will be  

a vastly different one from ours. Our children will  

need to know how to think critically, relate to and  

collaborate with others, think creatively and to be 

able to self-manage and regulate their own  

behaviour.  

One of the ways we start developing this from a 

young age is to give children independence for their 

own behaviour and learning.  Child psychologist 

Jeanne Williams writes:  “Habitually doing things for 

your child that she’s capable of doing herself sends 

an inadvertent message that you don’t have  

confidence in her abilities,” Williams warns. The  

outcome is a child who lacks independence,  

self-esteem and problem-solving skills and who 

can’t—or won’t—do age-appropriate tasks. This is 

sometimes called “learned helplessness.”  

Some ways you can encourage independence at 

home is to identify tasks that your child can do by 

themselves.  For younger children, it might be  

brushing their own hair and teeth, putting away their 

toys and cleaning up their own spills.  For older  

children it might be cooking simple meals, mowing 

the lawn or helping with the washing.  Allowing extra 

time for these tasks, being clear about expectations 

and letting go of perfection is really important.  (The 

attached link has some great suggestions for  

age-appropriate chores. https://www.families.org.au/

article/age-appropriate-chores) 

Likewise, we will be doing the same at school. If your 

child forgets their lunch, shoes, bag, musical  

instrument - whatever.... resist the temptation to run it 

to school for them.  We know this does not mean you 

don't love them! Instead, we will be high-fiving you for 

giving your child a valuable opportunity to learn an 

important lesson for next time.   
So... starting tomorrow...let your child carry his/her 

own school bag and unpack it without help.  Don't 

run after them with forgotten library books, shoes or 

lunchboxes.  Don't make excuses for them not  

getting things done on time.  Instead, let's work  

together so we can help our children build important 

skills which will see them thrive in the future.  

TORI WEISS 
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From the Head of  

Middle & Senior School 
Beyond the curriculum, Middle and Senior School 

provides many extra curricular opportunities for our 

students.  

Last week the Year 11 students spent the week in 

Adelaide, starting with ‘sleeping rough’ and  

attending a workshop and hearing from Stuart – a 

gentleman who had lived the experience of  

homelessness. The insightful experience was  

followed by a walk the next morning after breakfast 

though the parklands where sites and monuments 

were explained to students by a guide from Baptist 

Care SA. It was wonderful to see students  

demonstrate empathy and compassion to the  

situation, and begin to understand the issues  

surrounding those experiencing homelessness.  

Students then participated in other activities,  

including visits to further education providers, an 

‘Escape Room’ experience, the Adelaide Tree 

Climb and of course visiting the Central Market for 

some nourishment! All of this, whilst navigating the 

city using Metro Cards and public transport. I was 

proud of the students’ resilience and teamwork 

throughout the week.  

Last week we were also able to hold the Encounter 

Dance Showcase at the Hopgood Theatre – what 

an incredible display of the gifts and talents of our 

young dancers!  

The week also saw RUOK Day at Encounter, with 

conversations around supporting each other and 

advocating for and raising awareness of those who 

may be struggling at the forefront of the day.  

What a week! 

This week has seen the Encounter Netball Program 

and Basketball Program involved in inter College  

competitions and will be rounded off by our annual 

and rescheduled Year 12 College Formal tomorrow 

night at Eat@whalers. 

I’d would sincerely like to publicly thank the staff  

involved for giving up their time and energy to  

facilitate and support these activities in what has 

been a challenging year for excursion and event 

planning.  

Blessings for a wonderful fortnight. 
 

PENNY MCKENZIE 

 

https://www.families.org.au/article/age-appropriate-chores
https://www.families.org.au/article/age-appropriate-chores


STAFF DEVOTION 

By Carolyn Brunt 
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Recently I watched the film  ‘Tolkien’, based on the 

true, latter childhood of the brilliant author J.R.R.  

Tolkien. 

There was one particular event, where Tolkien’s  

mentor, Professor Joseph Wright, shared an  

extraordinary message with him: 

I found myself replaying the scene several times,  

listening to the Professor’s words: 

A child points and is taught a word. “Tree”. Later he 

learns to distinguish this tree from all the others.   

He learns its particular name. He plays under the 

tree. He dances around it. Stands underneath its 

branches for shade or shelter. He kisses under it. He 

sleeps under it. He weds under it. He marches past it 

on his way to war, and limps back past it on his  

journey home. A king is said to have hidden in this 

tree. A spirit may dwell within its bark.  

Its distinctive leaves are carved onto the tombs and 

monuments of his landlords. Its wood might have 

built the galleons that saved his ancestors from  

invasion. And all this, the general and the specific, 

the national and the personal, all this he knows and 

feels and summons somehow however faintly with 

the utterance of a single sound: “Oak”. 

Our students are becoming more familiar with the 

various trees on Block 69: there’s the cubby tree 

which they love playing under, the beehive tree, the 

tree where the galahs nest in a hollow, the special 

tree which has significant Indigenous carvings. It 

gives me great delight to watch the children learn 

and observe nature, with the innocent freedom of 

growing from a child into an adult.   

It is my hope that our “Gum” and “Pine” trees create 

experiences and connections that are  

embedded in memories for their lifetimes. 

 

2021 SCHOLARSHIPS  
College Scholarships for 2021 are now open and  

available to students in Years 7-12 (in 2021). Forms are 

available from Student Services and must be returned 

by Wednesday 4th November. 

Friday 25th September (last day of term) 

will be a casual/funky socks day. 

Students are to bring along a gold coin  

donation the proceeds of which will be  

donated to our local Café Crozier. 

UNIFORM SHOP HOLIDAY HOURS  

The Uniform Shop will be open during the  

upcoming school holidays at the following 

dates and times: 

Thursday 8th & Friday 9th September.  

(second week)  

9.00am to 3.00 pm 

A FULL PROGRAM CAN BE FOUND ON THE LAST 

PAGE OF THIS NEWSLETTER. 

 

COLLEGE HOUSEKEEPING 

FUNKY SOCKS CASUAL DAY  
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STUDENT ACHIEVEMENTS 

TENNIS SUCCESSES 

Congratulations to Benny Seidel (Year 10) who has 

experienced some notable successes with his  

tennis over the last few weeks. As well as playing in 

his local clubs in both Juniors (winning his Grand 

Final matches and winning the most consistent  

trophy) and Seniors (making the Semi Final), Benny 

has been chosen to represent the Hills and Fleurieu 

at a  SA Regional Development Camp. Only 2 top 

13 years and under players and 2 top 15 years 

players were selected! This camp is hosted by  

Tennis SA at Memorial Drive and involves all  

aspects of tennis, including nutrition and  

stretching.  

Benny had also been selected to represent the 

Hills/Fleurieu in the Foundation Cup which is held in 

Berri from 28th of September till 1st of October. This 

involves both team and individual competitions.   

Good luck for these upcoming events! 

YOUNG WRITERS AWARD 

Congratulations to Harriet Wegener (Year 1) on  

being awarded Second Place in the Poetry Section 

of the 2020 Young Writers Award for her poem 

“Things In My Garden”. 

Things In My Garden 

Look closely and you will see a garden is a mystery 

A blue trampoline 

Bouncing bouncing 

A swing that makes me feel like I am flying like a bird 
 

A squeaky slide 

Waving trees 

Fruit to eat whenever I please 
 

Dribbling balls 

Posts and poles 

Step drop kick 

Shots and goals 
 

The chooks walk around all day 

Then they dig in the hay 

Eggs to eat 

And a puppy to play 
 

The door waves in the wind 

A banging clanging shed 

Sometimes we build cubbies 

With a soft comfy bed 
 

From the balcony, we see the ocean wide 

And we see the ocean’s tide 

Sometime it’s shiny 

Sometimes it’s grey 

Sometimes storms don’t go away 
 

We climb on the fence 

And talk to our friends 

Garden adventures 

Never end. 
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FROM THE SPORTS DESK 

SCHOOL SAILING 

Exciting news! School Sailing is starting again next 

term on Wednesday afternoons from the 14th of 

October!  Students from Year 6 to Year 12 are 

welcome to join. You do not need to have  

experience in sailing to join our team, just a good 

attitude and an interest in wanting to learn how 

to sail! Experienced sailors are also encouraged 

to join. 

School Sailing is an exciting, competitive sport. 

Three boats vs three boats around a set course. 

There are many tactics involved to get your 

team across the line to win the race. In Term 1 

we compete in the regional School Team Sailing 

competition with a possibility of competing in the 

state competition. Regionals are held in Goolwa, 

with the State Competition venue yet to be  

confirmed.  

Training sessions run from 4pm to approximately 

6pm at the Victor Harbor Yacht Club. Encounter 

Lutheran College students train with Victor Har-

bor High School students. It is a great opportunity 

to make new friends of all ages with a shared 

interest in sailing.  

If you are interested in joining this exciting  

sporting opportunity at Encounter, please  

contact me at jen.biscoe@encounter.sa.edu.au. 

Please note, there are fees involved for Victor 

Harbor Yacht Club membership, training and 

competitions if participating.  

Looking forward to seeing you on the water!  

JEN BISCOE 

SAPSASA STATE FOOTBALL CARNIVAL 

The School Sport State Football Carnival was held 

from 7th – 9th September for the country teams at 

Barratt Reserve, West Beach.  

Congratulations to Kobi Turner (Year 7) and Eli 

White (Year 6) who were selected amongst a 

large contingency of students who trialed for the 

15 spots in the Southern Fleurieu Team. The  

Southern Fleurieu were placed in division one and 

faced some very strong competition and close 

matches. Well done to the Kobi and Eli on your 

efforts throughout the carnival and although the 

games were challenging, the boys remained very 

positive throughout the carnival.  

 

SAPSASA STATE NETBALL CARNIVAL 

Congratulations to Tiani-Rose Jamieson (Year 7) 

and the SAPSASA Southern Fleurieu Netball Team 

on their success at the recent State Carnival in  

Adelaide.  

Tiani-Rose was selected for the team and played 

at Priceline Stadium in the country pool over three 

days. The Southern Fleurieu team were placed in 

division one, dropping only two games throughout 

the draw, and ended up finishing a very close  

second. Well done to Tiani-Rose on representing  

Encounter and the Southern Fleurieu Schools. 

ROCHELLE GRENFELL 

mailto:jen.biscoe@encounter.sa.edu.au




COMMUNITY NEWS 
 

 

  

VICTOR HARBOR  

MEALS ON WHEELS 

 

This vital service requires delivery drivers and   

kitchen staff urgently. 

Please phone 8552 2431 if you are able to lend a 

hand.   

Thank you   

 

 

 

 

 

Casual Summer Positions Available 

Coorong Cafe is located at the iconic Murray Mouth 
on Hindmarsh Island, & is about to commence its  
successful sixth season of operation, serving the local 
permanent & holiday community, day trippers &  
longer stay visitors to this amazing region. 
In preparation for the peak trading period, Coorong 
Cafe is seeking additional team members to join our 
highly motivated team.  

Ideally you will have some previous hospitality, food 
preparation &/or customer service experience. 
Essential will be your high energy, can do & flexible 
manner, & willingness to work hard & learn our  
formula for success.  
You must be  super reliable & available to work  
regular shifts on  weekends, public holidays & 
throughout the weeks across December & January, 
rostered between the hours of 9am & 8pm. 
 

In return you will earn attractive hourly rates of pay, 
be well trained & supported, & work within a fun & 
super busy team environment. 
 

To express  your interest, please send your cv &  
cover letter to coorongcafe@gmail.com by Friday 25 
September 2020. 

mailto:coorongcafe@gmail.com



