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From the PRINCIPAL

Term 4 Week 4

A fortnight ago I received the exciting news that we have been
successful in gaining $10,000 in Grassroots Grant funding through
Landscape SA. This will enable us to begin revegetation of
approximately 10 acres of Block 69. The area we are focusing on is the
most south-easterly corner of the Block, beginning where Waterport
Road intersects with the currently closed Strawberry Hill Road. We will
fence the area to be revegetated, allowing us to manage and
eradicate weeds and conduct planting that will allow the gahnia filum
(a type of grass already in that area) to thrive. In doing so an
endemic butterfly (Sedge Skipper) and also the black-chinned honey
eater will have the best opportunity to grow in numbers.
Our longer term vision is to establish a board walk through the area. This
will protect the vegetation and will create an accessible environment
where Encounter students can learn first-hand how to love and look
after a unique and beautiful corner of God’s Creation. With the year
almost drawing to a close, Block 69 becoming part of our College
grounds and also emerging as important to our identity is undoubtedly
one of the joys of 2020.
Speaking of joys, farewelling our Year 12 students as a College
community last week was precious. I was so grateful to be able to have
parents of the Class of 2020 on site, as we honoured their contribution
and service to Encounter. Quite coincidentally, the afternoon before
we hosted the families of our incoming Foundation students. These girls
and boys, some of whom are still four years old, will eventually form the
Class of 2033. WOW! To me this was a timely reminder of each day
being important, as those 13 years must absolutely fly by. That’s certainly
what parents of the Year 12s were telling me on Friday afternoon.
It is a privilege to be on the journey with Encounter families from
pre-school age to young adults. Thanks, as always, to every single one
of you for trusting us with the nurture and education of your children.
KELVIN

Monday 2nd November
 Year 12 Exams Commence
 Year 6 Port Hughes Camp
Tuesday 3rd November
 Year 6 Port Hughes Camp
Wednesday 4th November
 Year 6 Port Hughes Camp
 JS Instrumental Evening
6pm The Nest
Thursday 5th November
 Year 6 Port Hughes Camp
 Foundation 2021Transition
Afternoon - 1.35-2.30pm
Friday 6th November
 Year 1 Adelaide Excursion
and Almost Sleepover
 Foundation 2021Transition
Afternoon - 1.35-2.30pm
 SHINE - Year 4

Term 4 Week 5
Wednesday 11th November
 Year 3 Nunyara Belair Camp
 SSSA Open Girls Basketball
Finals
Thursday 12th November
 Year 3 Nunyara Belair Camp
 Foundation 2021Transition
Afternoon - 1.35-2.30pm
Friday 13th November
 Foundation 2021Transition
Afternoon - 1.35-2.30pm
 SHINE - Year 1

BOOK CLUB DUE
Friday 30th October
(tomorrow)

From the Head of Junior School
One of the lovely things about working in an Early
Learning -Year 12 College is the variety of combined
Junior, Middle and Senior school events that occur
throughout the year. While Covid put a sudden and
unwelcome halt to a few of these planned events, it
has been good that with the necessary precautions,
things are slowly returning to some semblance of
normality.
There is something really special about a community
coming together to support and encourage our
students in pursuits that go beyond the
classroom. On Tuesday night, it was my privilege to
attend the SPRING Arts/Music Showcase aptly
named, as it 'showcased' the musical and artistic
talents of students across the College. And wow, do
we have some really talented students! There will be
more opportunities to see what I am talking about at
next week's Junior School Instrumental Evening.
Another significant event happening in the Junior
School this week is the PYP Exhibition (PYPX). The
PYPX occurs in a student's final year of Junior School
and is a culmination of learning that has been
undertaken throughout your child's primary schooling.
Each year of learning builds upon the next. The PYPX
provides an opportunity to make a difference in the
'big, wide, world' and rather than be passive
recipients of information, students are empowered
to take a stand on issues of global significance. They
are given a platform to share their learning and
action taken on their issue, with the College
community. This year's Year 6’s have done an
amazing job finding out about a range of issues and
they have been excited about the prospect of
sharing what they have learned with you all.
Special guests coming to the Exhibition include Moira
Jenkins, Mayor of the City of Victor Harbor, and staff
from Lutheran Education - SA, NT and WA.
A Christmas Encounter will be here before we know
it. It is hard to believe, but classes are already turning
their thoughts to what Christmas carol to sing to you
at this special family event. It is an exciting time to be
at school and we are so glad we are able to share
these experiences with you. Please note that at this
stage, we will be welcoming a maximum of 2 guests
per student to the concert this year.

From the Head of
Middle & Senior School
I write this the morning after attending our Spring
Music Showcase. It was a wonderful celebration of
the Music and Arts Department at Encounter in
Middle and Senior School. Special guests from the
Junior School Rhythmix Choir, along with displays
from the Dance, Design and Photography subjects,
gave our audience a real insight into how students
are developing their gifts and talents through the
curriculum and extra curricular opportunities here at
the College.
Another area where our students are showcasing
their talents is in the Food and Hospitality area.
Students in Middle and Senior School have the
opportunity to volunteer in our Café – learning how
to barista, prepare food and serve customers. All
students undertake Food Technology through
Middle School and then have the opportunity to
take Hospitality through to Year 12 in our purpose
built kitchen facility. With many of our students either
working in local and/or family businesses or going
onto further study in this area, we are proud of this
pathway we can provide for them at Encounter.
On another note, with the year coming to a close, it
is important during times of high stress and anxiety to
stress the importance of wellbeing. Sleep, nutrition
and adequate hydration is vital to ensure that
students are able to facilitate optimum brain
function. Exercise and continuing to undertake
activities that students enjoy outside of school are
important in maintaining a positive mental state.
Our College Wellbeing Team is dedicated to
supporting and empowering our young people and
their families with strategies for adolescent
wellbeing. Please contact our Wellbeing
Coordinator, Tom Ling at
tom.ling@encounter.sa.edu.au for resources or
further information.
PENNY MCKENZIE

TORI WEISS
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STAFF DEVOTION
By Celeste Torok
KIND AND COMPASSIONATE PEOPLE
ARE THE HAPPIEST
"If you want others to be happy, practice
compassion. If you want to be happy, practice
compassion." — Dalai Lama
What makes us truly happy? Many people believe
that "achieving & receiving" makes for the happiest
life. But the research says otherwise.
According to the latest science, true happiness
comes from practicing compassion. It is when we
help our fellow man, when we feel connected to the
world, when we give expecting nothing in return,
when we are kind just to be kind, and when we see
people as "other-selves" instead of "others" — that life
takes on meaning and purpose.
If spreading joy throughout the world wasn't enough,
practicing compassion and kindness opens the door
to a host of health benefits. Like what? From living
longer, to alleviating anxiety, to lifting depression, to
strengthening immunity, the list goes on.
It seems that the old saying "Give... and you shall
receive" is anchored in truth. Luke 6:38.

The Mobile Dental Care SA team extend their
absolute apologies to the School Community for
the very late notice and for having to delay our
visit until next year.
Due to unforeseen circumstances, Mobile Dentist
Dr Apurv has had to rush home overseas for
compassionate support for his Mother, whilst his
Father is in a critical health condition.

JS INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC NIGHT
Our Junior School Instrumental Music Night is being
held next Wednesday 4th November at 6pm in The
Nest.
If you learn an instrument out of hours and would
like to be included please contact our Instrumental
Music Coordinator Rochelle Grenfell ASAP:
rochelle.grenfell@encounter.sa.edu.au

Please note, all performers are required to stay until
the end of the program.

NEST NEWS
Students can continue to borrow books from the
Library until Week 6.
Please ensure that all library books are returned to
the Nest from Week 7 onwards.

TECHNOLOGY AWARENESS
PARENT SESSION
Richard Rowlands from FYI Education will be
presenting to our parent community on Tuesday the
17th of November at 6pm in The Nest.
Navigating the ever-changing technology
landscape can be very challenging.
However, Richard is a well-regarded, knowledgeable
and relatable presenter who will provide lots of
practical advice on how you are able to best
support your young person as they develop into their
adult life.
Richard will be discussing topics such as:
• Length of time on technology (games/social
media)
• Developing a healthy balance of technology and
life
• Adults responsibility as role models
• Internet security
• Psychological strategies used by tech companies
to hook young people into using their product
We would love to see you there.
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FROM THE SPORTS DESK
YEAR 3/4 HOT SHOTS TENNIS

YEAR 8/9 STATE KO BASKETBALL

On Friday 23rd October, 17 Year 3 and 4 students
participated in a Tennis carnival at the Victor Harbor
tennis courts.
The students played doubles on smaller courts,
competing against Port Elliott and Victor Harbor
schools. Although we did write down the scores for
each game; it was more of a day for students to have
the opportunity to improve their tennis skills and have
fun. The students definitely achieved both of these
goals.
In the last game of the day, students were
encouraged to play dance tennis with students
busting out some groovy moves to the music while
playing tennis.
Congratulations to Jaime Loxton (Year 4) and
Milan Ferraro (Year 3) who won a prize for their
dancing tennis and Jasmine Walter (Year 4) and
Charlie Ellis (Year 4) who were awarded a prize for
their amazing sportsmanship.
MRS KERRY BRINKMANN

On Monday 19th of October once again saw a small
determined group of College basketballers head
north to participate in a State Basketball Knockout
competition. Our Year 8/9 basketball teams had
been patiently waiting for their turn, following the
Open team’s success in Term 3.
The boys team faced a familiar challenge for an
Encounter team leaving the gates, undersized and
requiring a high shooting percentage to take the
chocolates. After wins over Victor harbor and
Tatachilla, the boys produced their finest game to
defeat Reynella East. The growth and development
witnessed in the group over this short match was truly
amazing. In heavily shorten matches players were
asked to take on advice and support while in play.
Their penultimate game would again challenge our
lack of height. After a conservative start the boys
were able lift their intensity late in the game, and find
themselves in a position to win. Unfortunately
Woodcroft also found another level and took the
game away from us. The resulting loss meant the
boys would finish second on a count back.
After an initial slow start the girls were all business in
their competition, proving to be too quick and
athletic in offensive transition and aggressive in
defense. In shortened halves they played with pace
and pressure, which saw them across their three
games, set the tone early and then have the
discipline to maintain it. Their team defense and
rotations led to countless opportunities in offensive
transition and their selfless and team-focused
attitude was a joy to watch. With two great wins,
they topped their competition against Reynella East
and Victor Harbor, and will now advance to the
State Finals in November.
Thank you to Rachel Grant (Support Staff member)
and Billy Round (Year 11 student) for their
outstanding commitment to these teams in the lead
up and during the day.
More on the finals in the coming issues.

SAPSASA YEAR 6/7 BOYS
STATEWIDE TENNIS
Our SAPSASA boys tennis team (Max Rubie, Henry
Weiss, Jack Van Rhoda and Oliver Martin) played
against both Tatachilla Lutheran College and
Flagstaff Hill Primary School last Friday.
The boys enjoyed having the opportunity to play
against other schools and displayed excellent
sportsmanship.
MRS FIONA HAYNES

MR TROY WEGENER
SPECIALIST BASKETBALL COORDINATOR
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SPORTS DESK cont.

AROUND THE COLLEGE

SAPSASA KO BASKETBALL

READERS RAP

Last Thursday the Year 6/7 Basketball teams
journeyed to Morphett Vale Stadium to play in
the SAPSASA knockout qualifiers.
The boys had a very successful day winning 5
games and losing 1 (to the eventual winners
Craigburn) under the guidance of Billy Round
(Year 11). The boys were extremely competitive
winning most of the games by a significant
margin. The teamwork shown, along with the
impressive way the boys conducted themselves,
was extremely pleasing to witness. The
improvement shown by the boys in comparison to
last year, is a testament to their ongoing
dedication to the program and their willingness to
continually improve. Continued hard work and
professional application from the boys in the
program will undoubtedly lead to greater future
success.
Following on from the success of the Open girls
and Year 8/9 girls, our year 6/7 girls also showed
their ability to bring full-court pressure and a team
-focus. Despite being under-sized and
under-aged they finished top of their pool after 4
round games, working hard as a team to counter
the height of the opposition and taking on all of
the instructions from their coaches Emily Reid and
Rachel Grant. The year 6/7 girls made their way
through 4 pool games to finish top of their pool
and then faced off against Victor Harbor R-7 in
an all-Fleurieu grand final. In the tightest of
contests they narrowly missed the win with a 2
point loss but their endeavour and willingness to
play as a team were a joy to watch. With such a
young group there is an incredibly bright future
ahead for the Encounter basketball program!
TROY WEGENER
SPECIALIST BASKETBALL COORDINATOR

Last week 16 Year 5 & 6 students competed in the
2020 Readers’ Rap which was held at Port Elliot
Primary.
The friendly competition was between other schools
of the Fleurieu and students answer quizzes around
texts that they have all read.
It was a fun experience for all involved and a great
way of combining a love of reading and
comprehending texts in a competitive environment.

CLASS OF 2020 FAREWELLED
Our Class of 2020 were farewelled at a whole of
College SHINE last Friday. It was wonderful to be able
to welcome their families to this special event to
witness students from Foundation to Year 11 giving
them a warm send off. We wish them well with their
upcoming exams.
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COMMUNITY NEWS

ATTENTION ALL ACTORS AND MUSICIANS!
Following a difficult year not being able to put SOUTH
PACIFIC IN CONCERT on stage for our community, South Coast
Choral and Arts Society (SCCAS) are looking forward to presenting this
show which highlights love, identity and the overcoming of racial
prejudices. We are looking to audition for specific principal roles,
including ensemble and orchestra.
If you are a Senior student interested in being on stage, as well as
having a community service item for school or future University
applications, or a younger student interested in the role of Jerome,
come along to our Information Night on the 11th November or get in
touch if you would like to know more! And bring along any interested
friends and family members as well!
Contact: Director, Deana Constable, 0405 216 106,
sccas2017@gmail.com, or Facebook: South Coast Choral and Arts
Society page

