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From the PRINCIPAL
Week 8 Term 4

Monday 30th November
 Year 10 Port Lincoln Camp
Tuesday 1st December
 Year 10 Port Lincoln Camp
 Year 3 Student Led Conference
Wednesday 2nd December
 Year 10 Port Lincoln Camp
 Year 2 LEGO Animation
Incursion

With less than a fortnight of school and less than a month until Christmas,
I think we can safely say the countdown is on.
In a year where the word ‘unprecedented’ doesn’t quite reach the
gravity of our reality, I’m sure there have been many who have scorned
2020. As much as we could all count down the hours or days until the
clock strikes 12 on December 31, for now we will just have to wait.
As we approach Christmas, many of you would be familiar with the word
Advent, which reminds us of this time of year, but also refers to a sense of
anticipation. In this context, the waiting is for Christmas and for Christ
himself, the vulnerable child who ultimately led a life on earth that is still
an example to many several thousand years later.
I absolutely share a sense of impatience about racing to the finish line
and wishing good riddance to a complex period in all of our lives. However, I do also invite you to pause and to look at the Christmas story and
the messages of peace, hope, joy and love which might inspire us today,
tomorrow and into the year ahead.
Blessings,

KELVIN

Thursday 3rd December
 Year 10 Port Lincoln Camp
 Year 2 LEGO Animation
Incursion

 Early Learning Graduation
2.30pm The Nest

Friday 4th December
 Year 10 Port Lincoln Camp
 SHINE - Year 3
 A CHRISTMAS ENCOUNTER
12.45PM & 2PM

———————————————————————————

Week 9 Term 4 2020

Monday 7th December
 Foundation 2021 Full Day
Transition

 Junior School Transition Day
 Year 7 & 8 Bowling
 Year 9 Beach House Excursion
Tuesday 8th December
 Foundation 2021 Full Day
Transition

 Junior School Transition Day
 Year 8 First Aid Course
Wednesday 9th December
 Last Day of Term 4
 Awards Ceremony & Transition
Ceremonies (Middle & Senior)
9am Kondole
- Followed by Year 6
Graduation Celebration
& Morning Tea
 Closing Service 2.30pm



From the Head of Junior School
The end of the year is almost upon us. While it has
been an unusual year in a lot of ways, there have
been many moments amongst the strangeness that
have made me so grateful to be a part of this
wonderful community. The staff and I thank you for
your patience, support and encouragement.
As we start winding up the 2020 school year, we turn
our thoughts towards what lies ahead in 2021. Class
allocations have now been finalised. As explained in
previous correspondence, your child will be
spending a lot of time with students from across the
cohort. Sometimes in small groups, sometimes as
bigger groups and sometimes as the whole cohort.
They will also have access to both year level
teachers.
The first step in a smooth and successful transition is
to reassure your child that whoever they are placed
with, they will be ok. This year's teachers have spent
an inordinate amount of time considering your
child's needs for next year and have carefully
placed your child into the group of children that
they believe to be the best fit for them both socially
and academically. Thank you in advance for
trusting us with this process. It is not one we take
lightly.
One of the significant events that help our JS
students prepare for the following year is Transition.
Our youngest members of Encounter have already
commenced this process and are having a
wonderful time getting to know their new school,
teachers and classmates. On Monday and Tuesday
of Week 9 (7th & 8th December), it will be the Years
1-6 students' turn. They will meet with their cohorts,
be introduced to their new teachers and spend time
getting to know new students joining our Encounter
family. By so doing, we hope that the Christmas
holidays will be anxiety-free and see all of our
students looking forward to coming back to school
for another exciting year of learning.
On Wednesday (the last day of school), the students
will return to their existing classes and finish the year
together. If your child is planning on writing
Christmas cards we ask that you wait until this day to
bring them in.
Lastly, may you find time to spend with your children
these coming holidays. May you enjoy the break
from school routines. Most of all, may you have a
blessed Christmas time with your children celebrating the birth of Jesus. Happy Christmas.
TORI WEISS

From the Head of Middle &
Senior School
Social, economic and technological change is
reshaping the world of work. It is no secret that
schools and families are working together to shape
the students of today and have them ready for a
world that is yet to be imagined. The IB, SACE and
Australian Curriculum all include capabilities that
help develop skills and attributes required to assist
them in taking their rightful places in this
world. Making connections between subjects,
learning and work – the application of ‘real life
learning’ is something that Middle and Senior
School takes very seriously.
In Middle School the explicit teaching of the IB
Approaches to Learning has been embedded
across the curriculum in Year 7-9. This will be
particularly evident in our Interdisciplinary unit next
week.
Cross curriculum perspectives and SACE
capabilities are also mapped through our
curriculum in Year 10-12. With our focus firmly fixed
on the futures of the young people in our care, at
the heart of Encounter is sharing the love of Christ
through our interactions with each other and our
focus on the restoration and grace in relationships.

As we farewelled our Year 12’s last week the love
and care they have for each other wholly
demonstrates this. Encounter is a special place and
we are grateful to share it with our students and
their families.
See you next year!
PENNY MCKENZIE
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STAFF DEVOTION
By EMILY PALMER

OLD SCHOLAR CHECK IN

DO NOT BE AFRAID

Since graduating from Encounter in 2016, I went
straight to university where I studied a Bachelor of
Human Movement at Uni SA. I graduated from this
course last year and I am now currently
completing a Masters of Secondary Teaching. I
am set to finish this course next year and will have
a major in Health and Physical Education and a
Minor in Mathematics.

I was listening to the radio station Life FM recently and
the presenters Luke and Susie were discussing the BIG
issues in our world at the moment: COVID 19, the US
Presidential elections, climate change and their
implications for us here in Australia. How will they
impact our work, families and education? What will
life be like for us in the future? It is difficult to predict
local real estate trends at the moment let alone our
lives long term! Our times feel so uncertain.
And yet I am reminded as we look toward Christmas
that Christ’s birth, life and death were predicted well
in advance, "therefore the Lord himself will give you a
sign: The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son,
and will call him Immanuel," (Isaiah 7:14).
These things were in God’s plan and under his control.
We can then also trust the words of Scripture, “My
times are in your hands; deliver me from my enemies
and from those who pursue me. Let your face shine
on your servant; save me in your unfailing
love,” (Psalm 31:15). So, whatever our “enemies”
might be we can know with assurance that “our times
are in HIS hands” and that we are not in it alone, “It is
the Lord who goes before you. He will be with you; he
will not leave you or forsake you. Do not fear or be
dismayed,” (Deuteronomy 31:8).

JESSE MCKINNON - CLASS OF 2016

Until then, you will find me working at the Hotel
Elliot where I have been working part-time since
school.
I have also been playing football for South
Adelaide Football Club and have just finished my
4th season in the Senior Squad.
At the beginning of this year, I was lucky enough
to sneak in a trip to America with my girlfriend for a
month which was my first taste at travelling had an
amazing experience.
I am looking forward to finishing my studies and
beginning my teaching career in 2022!

A CHRISTMAS ENCOUNTER
Our Junior School Christmas Concert is going ahead
next Friday in the Kondole. There will be two
concerts this year to allow for social distancing –
12.45pm and 2pm.
Only two tickets per family (not per session). Please
refrain from booking the second ticket if you do not
require it. Door lists will be marked off upon arrival.
To Book: https://sobs.com.au/pt3/parent.php?
schoolid=1299
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COLLEGE HOUSEKEEPING
STATIONERY ORDERING FOR 2021

2021 TERM DATES

LIGHTHOUSE BOOKS

TERM 1

A reminder that Stationery Ordering through our
provider, Lighthouse Books, is now open for the
2021 school year. Please note the following
important dates to ensure you receive the
applicable discounts and avoid unnecessary
administration/late fees.
Important dates to note:
 All Year 7 to 12 orders received by Thursday
24th December 2020 will include a 20%
discount on most stationery items.
 Late orders (strictly after 24th December 2020)
will incur a $12.95 late fee, which includes the
existing Administration Fee to cover the
additional ordering, packaging and
distribution.
Please head to www.lighthousebooks.com.au to
place your order.

Wednesday 27th January - Thursday 8th April
Foundation - Year 7
Thursday 28th January - Thursday 8th April
Year 8 - 12
NB: Friday 9th April Parent/Teacher Interviews
TERM 2
Tuesday 27th April - Friday 25th June
NB: Student Free week 28th June to 2nd July
TERM 3
Monday 19th July - Friday 24th September
TERM 4
Monday 11th October - Wednesday 8th December

KEY DATES FOR TERM 1 2020
NIGHT ON THE GREEN

Friday 26th February

VOLUNTEER TRAINING

Thursday 4th February 6PM
Friday 5th February 9AM

SPORTS DAY

Friday 12th March

2021 COLLEGE FEES

YEAR 12 FORMAL

Friday 26th March

College Fee Schedules are in the process of being
finalised and will be sent out to families for the 2021
School Year shortly.

LOST PROPERTY

Please note that your user id and password are
both your child’s first and last name (no space) all
lowercase.

Please note, for those families who have
nominated to pay an annual lump sum payment,
this payment is due no later than 29th January
2021 to receive your Annual Payment discount.
All other direct debit payment plans for the 2021
School Year will commence from the 18th January.

There is a large amount of nameless Lost Property at
the moment which is now being placed each day
in the bus shelter next to the Kiss n Drop. Please feel
free to come along and identify any missing uniform
items.
The below items are located in the Front Office if
you would like to claim them as your child’s.

If you have any queries regarding fees please do
not hesitate to contact
finance@encounter.sa.edu.au.

NEST NEWS
Parents of Foundation to Year 2 students are
welcome to come into the Nest with their children
on Monday 7th or Tuesday 8th December (Week 9)
to borrow books for the
holidays.
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2020 SENIOR ACADEMIC AWARDS
Congratulations to the following students on their
outstanding academic achievements this year.

YEAR 12
Biology
Business Innovation
Chemistry
Dance
Digital Solutions
Photography
English
English Literary Studies
Essential English
Food & Hospitality
Legal Studies
Music Performance
Ensemble & Solo
Material Solutions
Mathematical Methods
Modern History
Specialist Mathematics
Physical Education
Research Project
Visual Art

Ella Thomas
Paige Rice
Ella Thomas
Georgia Riggs
Sam Ashmoore
Georgia Perry
Georgia Riggs
Mary O’Callaghan
Jessica Crabb
Meesha Whittam
Angus Holmes
Eben Newland
Stuart Scott
Niah MacLeod
Nick Baxter
Bryce Phillips
Paige Rice
Ashlee Sugrue

Legal Studies
Psychology
Research Practices
Religion Studies

Emily Reid
Angus Monaghan
Jessica Heinrich (Yr 9)
Max Burgess

YEAR 10
English
Mathematical Methods
General Mathematics
Science
Health & Physical Education
Christian Studies
Personal Learning Plan
History
Society & Culture
Hospitality
Mathematics 10A
Sports Science
Communications
Technology
Dance
Visual Art
Music

Molly Topley
Lucy Rubie
Kai McCallum
Ebony Mansbridge
Rhett Grenfell
Lucy Rubie
Molly Topley
Lucy Rubie
Lucy Rubie
Nicholas MacLeod
Tara Hutchinson
Ebony Mansbridge
Amelia Lind
Imogen Hames
Jemima Althorp
William Holmes

OPEN ACCESS ACHIEVEMENT AWARDS
Stage 2 Child Studies
Abigail Wright (Yr 12)
Stage 2 Women’s Studies
Alexandra McPhail (Yr 12)
Stage 1 Earth &
Environmental Science
Angus Hislop (Yr 11)

FURTHER YEAR 12 AWARDS

YEAR 11

2020 PRINCIPAL’S AWARD
Georgia Riggs

English
English Literary Studies
General Mathematics
Mathematics A&B
Essential Mathematics
Music
Japanese
Chemistry Sem. 1
Sem. 2
Business Innovation
Biology
Sem.1
Sem. 2
Specialist Mathematics
Modern History
Digital Solutions
Dance
Physical Education
Physics
Sem. 1
Sem. 2
Hospitality
Mathematics C

Zoe Bruce
Molly Peier
Yuki Woidt
Max Burgess
Jordan Minenko
Michaela Pitman
Max Burgess
Max Burgess
Tahlia Haythorpe
Briony Pannell
Max Burgess
Tahlia Haythorpe
Molly Peier
Briony Pannell
Ella Brinkworth
Madison Moseley
Max Burgess
Tahlia Haythorpe
Tahlia Haythorpe
Zoe Bruce
Molly Peier

In addition to the Academic Awards
presented at our recent Year 12 Gratitude
Ceremony, the following Awards were
presented to their worthy recipients:

SPIRIT OF ENCOUNTER SERVICE AWARD
Sponsored by the Lions Club of Victor Harbor
Sam Baxter and Ella Thomas
College Captains
LONG TAN YOUTH TEAMWORK AND
LEADERSHIP AWARD
Sponsored by the Australian Defence Force
Georgia Riggs
ADF FUTURE INNOVATORS AWARD
Sponsored by the Australian Defence Force
Mason Ford
THE LUTHERAN WOMEN OF SOUTH AUSTRALIAN
-NORTHERN TERRITORY ENCOURAGEMENT
AWARD
Ashlee Sugrue
SEE OPTOMETRY – SCIENCE & COMMUNITY
AWARD
Stuart Scott
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FROM THE SPORTS DESK
EQUESTRIAN UPDATE
INTERSCHOOL COMPETITION
On the 12th and 13th September, Encounter was
represented for the first time at the Equestrian
Australia Interschool State Championships, held at
Strathalbyn Showgrounds.
Zara Harrington came away Reserve Champion
overall for Secondary 60 cm Combined Training
(dressage + showjumping) and placed 8th in her
Secondary Intermediate Preliminary Dressage
event. Bria Hastings and Ella-Rose Evans both
completed great dressage tests for their Primary 60
cm Combined Training, both with scores well above
60%, which is an excellent result. Unfortunately a
couple of mishaps in the showjumping phase saw
them both eliminated, but that is the reality of
equestrian and a part of the learning experience.
Overall, it was a great experience for our fledgeling
equestrian team and something to build on for next
year. I want to thank and congratulate all of the girls
for the hard work they put into preparing themselves
and their ponies for the State Championship event.
They did Encounter proud.
The above results are for the two-day Championship
only. Our riders have also competed in events
throughout the year to both qualify to ride in the State
Championships and to accrue points individually and
for the school. It has been great to see Encounter on
the official Interschool Leaderboard this year. The
2020 National Championship was unfortunately
cancelled due to COVID-19, so next year’s Nationals
are what everyone is aiming for now. These will be
held in Werribee, Vic and I know a few more of our
students are keen to get involved with the aim of
qualifying for Nationals next year.
SOCIAL RIDES
On a less competitive note, our equestrian group has
been taking advantage of the new space that is
Block 69 with a few weekend rides ‘On the Block’.
What a great space for riding horses, with natural
jumps (these provided loads of fun!), creek beds and
plenty of open space. Our group also enjoyed a ride
in Kuitpo Forest earlier in the year. We look forward to
many fun rides both on the Block and elsewhere next
year. Students do not need to be riding competitively
to participate in our fun rides and coaching clinics,
although they do need to bring their own mount.
Anybody who is interested in being part of the 2021
Interschool Team and/or participating in social rides
and clinics is encouraged to get in touch with Nikki
Harrington (0405 122 044) or Kris Hancock via the
College Office. Equestrian Expression of Interest forms
are also available on the college website.
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COMMUNITY NEWS

Christmas Blessings
from
Encounter
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12.45pm and 2pm

- 2 seats per family

Bookings via SOBS https://sobs.com.au/pt3/parent.php?schoolid=1299

