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UPDATE
Dear Parents/ Carers
It’s been wonderful welcoming new families in recent weeks and hearing how
students have settled so quickly into our Encounter family. I’m really glad to hear
these stories from students in Foundation to Year 12; this is such a wonderful
reflection on who we are and how we value people.
Speaking of people, our College Board agreed last year that we would continue
discussions about our future with the guidance of three key words: People,
Planet, Purpose. People have always been a priority and we want that focus to
remain. Planet points us to sustainable practices and attitudes which will shape
the future for our kids and their precious world. We also want to ensure we are
active and engaged in the outdoors in a variety of ways. Finally, Purpose points
us back to why we are at Encounter: to ensure learning is relevant and
meaningful for all young people and also to live knowing God’s love and grace
is freely offered for all.
To help inspire and direct our conversations, I’ve organised a professional
learning trip to Hobart for Tori Weiss (Head of Junior School), Penny McKenzie
(Head of Middle & Senior School, and Tyna Newman (Business Manager) from
this Saturday to next Tuesday. Amongst other activities, we will visit a school, the
Green Hub Sustainability Centre and the City of Hobart, speaking with people
who are industry leaders in sustainable practices and thinking, especially as they
relate to education. I’m excited to pursue this pathway and am encouraged
that so many members of our Encounter family are also committed to living lives
that are more sensitive to our planet and our children’s future.

Week 5 Term 1
Friday 26th February
• Night on the Green - 4-8pm
All Welcome!

Week 6 Term 1
Monday 1st-3rd March
• Year 11 PE Camp
Monday 1st March
• SSSA Surfing Round 1
Wednesday 3rd March
• SAPSASA Swimming

Year 4-7 at Strathalbyn

Week 7 Term 1
Monday 8th March
• Adelaide Cup Public
Holiday

Friday 12th March
• Sports Day @ Encounter
Oval

SAVE THE DATE
Sports Day!
12th of March
Encounter Bay Oval
Coffee and Tea available from
the College’s GPS Café each
Friday from 8:45am

I look forward to sharing more with you when I return.
Kelvin
Kelvin

We acknowledge the Ramindjeri and Ngarrindjeri people in their past, present and future

FROM THE HEAD OF MIDDLE & SENIOR SCHOOL
Dear Parents and Carers,
Next week the College undertakes the IB evaluation, a process
undertaken every 5 years. It is a reflective exercise which
involves the entire school community. Teachers, parents,
students, and the College board have all been consulted to
ascertain whether the College meets the IB standards and
practices. The process both assesses and supports the school,
as it allows us to reflect on how we can continually improve
the delivery of our teaching and learning to ensure that our
students are being provided with both teaching and learning
that is of an internationally recognised standard. We thank
those who have provided feedback and look forward to
sharing the results of this comprehensive process once our
feedback has been received.
This year in Middle and Senior School we are consolidating
our focus on providing our students (and their families) with
timely feedback on their learning. Utilising our learning
management system SEQTA, teachers are providing students
with timely feedback on their assessments. This feedback
should provide students with direction on what they have
done, how they are going and where they should be heading
in each subject area.
The aim of feedback is to provides students (and families) with
timely direction, rather than waiting until the end of term report.
Evidence suggests that students who engage with the ongoing
feedback provided by teachers have improve assessment
performance, and it can improve a student’s
confidence, self-awareness and enthusiasm for learning.
Parent/teacher conferences will still take place this term,
but the ‘real time’ nature of continuous feedback negates
the need for a mid-semester report. In addition to the regular
feedback, we will still be providing a comprehensive written report at the end of each semester
Having spent time with our Year 7’s in Robe this week I am reminded why learning outside the classroom is something
Encounter embeds across F-12. Young people are blessed with many gifts and talents and seeing them shine working in
teams, surfing, raft building and caring for each other is such a privilege. We thank our teaching staff for their efforts over
the week, spending time away from their own families to facilitate such a wonderful opportunity. We look forward to our
Year 8 camp later in the term, and further opportunities across other year levels as the year progresses.
On a final note, in the Gospel of Matthew, Jesus compels us to welcome the stranger (Matthew 25:35). Welcome in this
context involves both an attitude and an action. The new students this year who have joined us this year have experienced
this attitude and action and have settled beautifully, and this is a wonderful reflection on the student body here at
Encounter.
I wish you every blessing for a wonderful fortnight.
See you all at Night on the Green!
Penny McKenzie
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Staff Devotion
By Jo Eastaff

INTRODUCING...
Ryan Byrne

Please watch this clip
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D38S9o_6qnc&feature
=youtu.be

Hi everyone!

People have problems- fact of life. Acknowledging that the
people with whom we come in contact have had/are
having/will have problems gives us the opportunity to help
diffuse potential confrontation or distress. Kindness can be
such a simple and effective way to lift a person’s spirit. No
act of kindness, no matter how small is ever wasted. It is a
joy to give, a joy to receive, and may make a huge
difference to someone silently suffering.
Coming from a place of Grace, we can be God’s
Instrument of Peace. This is part of one of my favourite
prayers- the Prayer of St Francis.
Lord, make me an instrument of your peace,
Where there is hatred, let me sow love;
Where there is injury, pardon;
Where there is doubt, faith;
Where there is despair, hope;
Where there is darkness, light;
Where there is sadness, joy;
Imagine our world if we all did this!
Jo

Our new Bus is here!
By now you may have seen our beautiful new Bus
parked at the back of the College!
We are so blessed to have this new piece of equipment
that will serve us well in a number of ways.
Keep an eye out around town as we are sure it will
catch your attention!
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It’s an absolute pleasure I have to introduce myself to the
College Community. My name is Ryan Byrne and I am one
of the new staff to Encounter Lutheran in 2021. I am a recent
graduate of Flinders University where I studied Education
and Health Science and most recently I have taught at
Central Yorke School in Maitland, over on the beautiful
Yorke Peninsula, where I taught Year 3 PE, Year 10 Math’s
and everything in between.
I come to Encounter to teach Middle School Mathematics
(7-10), PE and assist in the Basketball Program. Those who
know me, will know I spend most of my spare time in a
basketball stadium of some description. Before becoming a
teacher I was lucky enough to travel the State and Country
working for SA Country Basketball, which I am still involved in
to some capacity, coaching the U16 Girls State Country
Team, which will attend the National Championships in
Perth this July (hopefully!).
Through all my experience I have noticed the significant
impact relationships can have on teaching, learning and
well-being. I endeavour to create meaningful relationships
with every student I cross paths with which in turn creates a
safe, engaging and fun learning environment. In doing so, I
hope to leave my mark on the school as being a teacher
who challenges students, who is passionate and caring, but
doesn’t mind having a laugh every now and then.
I look forward to seeing you and your kids around the
community.

COLLEGE NEWS
News from the Nest

Student Achievement
Congratulations to our Encounter surfers who competed in
the Junior State Titles on the weekend.
A big congratulations to Indi Debono who won the U/16
division as well as finishing 2nd in U/18's. The competition was
held in fun conditions at Middleton Point and Indi was a
standout on the day.
Leo Torok also surfed explosively to finish 4th in U/16's and
Zach Palmer showed his local knowledge to make the U/18
final and place 4th. It's great to see Encounter Lutheran
students excel at a state level.
Good luck to Indi, Leo and Zach in the next two rounds of
State Titles as they aim to achieve their goal of representing
South Australia in the National Titles later in the year.

On Thursday 4th March, our Year 2, 3 and 4 students are
fortunate to have a visit from award-winning children’s
author and poet, Janeen Brian. Many of her books have
been translated and distributed worldwide while more than
200 stories, poems, plays and articles have been published
in children’s magazines or anthologies.
Janeen will be talking about one of her latest books: Meet
Mia by the Jetty, a story about friendship, sibling rivalry, and
discovering the world around you – and the storyline is
actually based in Victor Harbor!

Volunteers and Donations needed!
Dear Grateful Grandies and Friends
Sports Day is Friday 12th March at the Encounter Oval. This is
THE BIG FUND RAISER for the P&F and they work very hard
towards the success of the event. This year the Greatful
Grandies and Friends have been asked to run the very
popular Cake Stall on the day.
We are asking the wonderful Encounter College
Community for donations of cakes and biscuits for the stall.
Please list ingredients, and please avoid nuts. Popular in
past years have been the big biscuits, and cup cakes iced
with the individual house colours - red, green, yellow and
blue.
It is one event where you can all get behind the College,
working together to achieve a successful day. We will also
need volunteers for the stall from 10 am to 2 pm. Could you
please SMS Mal (0437991397) or Merilyn (0405789824) your
name and available time to let them know if you are able
to volunteer.
Please note that you will need to have completed the
College's Volunteer training and have the relevant checks
up to date.
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On a Surfing note, we wish our Surf Team all the best at the
upcoming Round 1 of SSSA Surfing.

COLLEGE NEWS

Encounter Lutheran College has signed up to be a
school, which means some of our students will be given the
opportunity to record, monitor, review and implement effective
initiatives to reduce our College carbon footprint.
How the ClimateClever app works

Engage Your Students, Change the world
Following extensive research, pilots, tonnes of carbon savings and hundreds of
thousands of dollars of utility savings, the ClimateClever Initiative is now empowering
Schools and Students all over Australia to reduce their carbon footprint and save
money!

Some initiatives already implemented at Encounter Lutheran are:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Banning all single use plastics
Bottles and cans recycled
Green waste from classrooms going to composting and worm farms
Food scraps being sent home in buckets to school families for chook food.
Minimising printing, photocopying, laminating.
Installation of solar panels to occur this year.

For more information check out
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www.climateclever.org

Community Notice Board

PLAYERS WANTED!!!
COACHES WANTED!!!
under12 boys/girls (born 2010, 2011)
under14 boys/girls (born 2008, 2009)
under16 boys (born 2006, 2007)
under17 girls (born 2005, 2006, 2007)
Please contact Sharon 0407 524 687 for more
information and make a start this winter season

Remember we offer zero uniform costs for our u12s
and you can get in touch too regarding other ages/teams and refereeing
Thank you, Wildcat Celtics Committee
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