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Week 7 Term 1
Friday 12th March 
   • Sports Day at Encounter    
       Oval

Week 8 Term 1
Monday 15th - 18th March 
   • Year 6 Camp - Kangaroo     
        Island 
Wednesday 17th March
   • Year 7 ICT Night @ 6.00pm
Friday 19th March
   •SSSA SVF Open Boys       
     5-a-side Soccer
   •Sailing Regional Regatta

SAVE THE DATE

Year 7 ICT Night

Wednesday 17th of 
March @ 6.00pm

in the Nest

Coffee and Tea available from 
the College’s GPS Café each 

Friday from 8:45am

Dear Parents/ Carers

A few weeks ago I mentioned Encounter’s strategic focus on ‘People, Planet, 
Purpose’ and how this will shape our direction as a College. Having spent the 
best part of four days in Hobart last week, there were several conversations that 
proved to be catalysts for growth, action and aspiration.

The meeting most influential on our thinking and on our discussions since was 
with a City of Hobart Councillor, Bill Harvey, and the Manager of Smart & 
Sustainable City, Robert Stevenson. As well as being extremely generous with 
their time, they shared Hobart’s passionate focus on the environment, which has 
even been acknowledged by the United Nations. They also challenged us to 
see how we could lead the education realm in terms of environmentally 
sustainability and action.

As we continue to stand on the shoulders of giants to provide the very best 
version of Encounter we can for all young people, I invite you to share your 
insights and understandings in this area if you’re eager to do so. 

I look forward to seeing many of you at Encounter Bay oval on Friday as we 
celebrate another Sports Day together.

Kelvin
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UPDATE

We acknowledge the Ramindjeri and Ngarrindjeri people in their past, present and future
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Dear Parents and Carers,

As you may already be aware, we have just had a formal IB 
Evaluation of two of the programmes we offer here at
 Encounter from Early Learning to Year 9; The Primary Years 
Programme and the Middle Years Programme. Usually, a visiting
team consisting of a panel of four experienced IB Educators
from IB schools around the Asia Pacific would visit us here at 
Encounter. They would talk to students, parents, board members
and walk through the classrooms, looking at student work, 
exploring the learning environments and talking to teachers 
about their practice.  

All these things still happened, but due to travel restrictions 
enforced by Covid, the visit happened via the magic of 
technology.  You may have heard some funny stories about 
Mrs Puiatti and Mrs Haynes walking around with their visitors in their 
hands! Our team members (from New Zealand, Hong Kong and 
Victoria) visited classrooms, went on tours (even down to the 
Block!) and interacted with people via a platform akin to 
Facetime. 

We were given very specific feedback about how we were going
in terms of implementing the IB programmes here at Encounter.  
They commended us on the warmth that exists in our community, 
the stimulating learning environments in each year level and the 
evidence of engagement and rigour students were able to talk 
to when sharing their learning experiences.  They felt a real 
strength was the culture of collaboration that has been 
intentionally developed across the year levels and the evidence 
of students taking ownership of their own learning. Of particular 
note was the commitment of teaching staff and co-educators 
who have been working hard to remove barriers to learning so 
that all children can make valuable progress, wherever they may
be. Given the quote adjacent - we are pretty happy with that! 

Coming up on Friday is Sports Day. It is an annual 
event eagerly anticipated by many of our students. The benefits 
of Sports Day extend beyond the actual day itself and can be
applied to domains other than the most obvious 'physical' one.
In the lead up to Sports Day, as well as the day itself, students
have had the opportunity to work together with their peers, 
practice self-regulation, patience and perseverance as well as 
exercise self-control when things don't go according to plan. 
It has been wonderful seeing these skills being applied in the 
preparation for Sports Day. I'm sure you will see evidence of these
things as you traverse the grounds on Sports Day too. 

Hoping to see you there! 

Tori Weiss

FROM THE HEAD OF JUNIOR SCHOOL



Introducing...
Carolyn Hart

Hi, I’m Carolyn Hart and I am so excited to be teaching MYP 
and Senior Music at Encounter Lutheran College. 

My background includes being an Army Musician (clarinet 
& saxophone), a Registered Music Therapist (Flinders 
Medical Centre, Women’s & Children’s Hospital and NDIS), 
running community music groups (Willunga Ukuleles) and 
performing in my local community. I love playing bass 
guitar, rhythm guitar and singing, and I have a passion for 
making music education accessible to all students.
 
I have teenage daughters who are into competitive dance, 
netball & football, so don’t be surprised to find me as a 
spectator on the weekends if your opposition is Willunga! 
When I’m not running my kids around, I enjoy cooking, 
gardening, exercising, and practicing with my band.
 
We have so much musical talent at ELC. As I settle into the 
school, the various extracurricular music groups will be 
opened up. Look out for MS Band, SS Band, MS Vocal 
Group, SS Vocal Group and increasing opportunities for 
students to perform in public. 

I welcome your suggestions and questions, so feel free to 
email me carolyn.hart@encounter.sa.edu.au. I look forward 
to meeting you soon.

Carolyn Hart
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Staff Devotion
By Robyn Ling

Easter Mercy

The Easter long weekend is fast approaching. You can feel it 
in the air, and you can see it in the shops. I am very much 
looking forward to the break and spending some time with 
family and friends. Easter is also a time of reflection for those 
who take seriously the spiritual significance of the season.
A word which keeps coming to me as I reflect on this season 
is ‘mercy’. It is not a commonly used everyday word, but it 
carries a weight of significance. The dictionary describes it 
as ‘compassion or forgiveness shown towards someone 
whom it is within one’s power to punish or harm.’ (Oxford) 
We understand mercy from a parenting point of view, as we 
continue to show love and mercy to our children who often 
fail us. God constantly shows His mercy to us as he offers 
forgiveness for all the times we do not live up to His 
standards. At Easter we are reminded of the forgiveness 
offered to us because of the death and resurrection of 
Jesus Christ. 
In Ephesians 2:8-9 the Apostle Paul reminds his reader that 
“God is so rich in mercy, and he loved us so much, that 
even though we were dead because of our sins, he gave us 
life when he raised Christ from the dead. (It is only by God’s 
grace that you have been saved.)” (New Living Translation)
My God
Ever forgiving
Remember no more
Christ my Saviour
You are merciful

Robyn

We are so happy to see our Community being involved with 
our Chicken Feed buckets as part of our sustainability work. 

Whilst it is great to see, we do seem to have a shortage on 
the buckets being returned! If you do have one at home, 
please return it to the College at your earliest convenience 
so other people can utilise them!

Rememeber Feed, Rinse & Return! 

Chicken Feed Buckets
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IB EVALUATION RECAP
IB Evaluation Visit

Encounter continues to be an International Baccalaureate (IB) World School, being authorised to offer the Primary Years 
Programme (PYP) in the Junior School and Middle Years Programme (MYP) from Years 7-9. Last week, we were evaluated 
to ensure that the integrity of these programmes is sustained and that educational developments are evident. We had 
four experienced IB Educators who ‘visited’ Encounter remotely, through video conferencing software. The Visiting Team 
members explored learning spaces, and spent time in interviews with School Leadership, Teachers, Support Staff, Students, 
Parents and the School Board. The purpose of this visit was to identify which Standards and Practices (provided by the IB) 
that we are implementing well and which ones require further focus to further improve the learning and teaching at 
Encounter. 

The verbal feedback that we received at the end of this process was very affirming. It was acknowledged that we have a 
very warm, caring community, while providing engaging, rigorous learning experiences for our students. The intentional 
development of a culture of collaboration with all stakeholders (parents, students and staff) was commended, along with 
the intentional way in which we work to be supportive and inclusive of all students. Our learning environments were also 
acknowledged, with students having access to outstanding indoor and outdoor spaces to enhance their learning. 

We look forward to receiving our written report with further findings to support our future directions so we can continue to 
deliver learning and teaching that is engaging, challenging relevant and significant to our learners at Encounter. 

Alicia Puiatti        Adam Pfeiffer
PYP Coordinator       MYP Coordinator
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FROM THE SPORTS DESK

SSSA Tennis 
Our tennis players from Year 8 – 11 travelled to Happy Valley 
recently to participate at the SSSA Zone Tennis and had a 
successful day out. Tom John (Yr 10) and Benny Seidel (Yr 11) 
formed a formidable partnership to win the Year 10-12 
competition. Oliver (Yr 8) and Zach Martin (Yr 9), along with 
Henry Weiss (Yr 8) and Max Rubie (Yr 8), partnered in the 
Year 8/9 boys competition and come second in each of 
their pools. Fantastic effort boys! 
Thank you also to Mrs Haynes for going along on the day.

School Surfing
Encounter Surf Club members headed off to the first State 
School Surfing Competition held at Middleton Bay and Point 
on Monday the 1st of March. 16 of our Students attended to 
compete  in White Water Girls, U/16 girls, Open Girls, U/16 
boys and Open Boys. The Surf Club members also judged 
heats as well as took photos, vidoes and drone footage of 
each heat surfed by an Encounter surfer. Our members 
represented the school with a strong team approach and 
were leaders amongst the 19 other schools who competed.
We are very excited to announce that Encounter won the 
Open Boys division as well as winning the U/16 Boys division. 
Our year 8 Girls also made the semi final for U/16's and round 
2 for the Open girl division.
Results:
1st Open boys: Zach Palmer (Yr 10) and Indi De Bono (Yr 9)
1st U/16's: Fraser Gordon (Yr 9) and Leo Torok (Yr 8)
4th U/16 Girls: Leila Horlin-Smith (Yr 8) and Karly Wood yr 8 )
 
Thank you to all our surfers involved for creating a strong 
team culture for School Surfing!

SAPSASA Southern Fleurieu 
Swimming
A very enthusiastic team of swimmers attended the SAPSASA 
Swimming at Strathalbyn Pool in perfect sunny conditions last 
Wednesday. Well done to the students who competed in 
various events against the schools in our region in their age 
group. 

Congratulations to Pollyanna Pitt (Yr 7) (1st 50m Backstroke, 
Freestyle Relay), Hudson Egan (Yr 5) (1st 50m Freestyle, 
Freestyle Relay) and Mitchell Andrews (Yr 4) (Freestyle Relay) 
on their successful selection for the Southern Fleurieu Team 
for 2021. 

They will go on to compete at the State Swimming 
Championships on Friday 26th March. Good luck team! 
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COLLEGE NEWS
Homegrown Cooking!
Back in October of 2020, a small group of the Year 6 
Exhibition students were part of a project to grow and cook 
their own food!

Since October, the Gardening Club have been maintaining  
and caring for the plants. During Week 6 of 2021, the Club 
harvested and cooked the tomato crop, added some 
homegrown basil and parsley to some pasta to create a 
delicious dish!

Students were pleasantly surprised with how delicious the 
homegrown food was and shared their enjoyment of the pr  
ocess.

This project is just one of many that students will participate in 
over the course of 2021 and beyond in partnership with  
ClimateClever!

Janeen Brian Visit
It was fantastic to have acclaimed author Janeen Brian visit 
Encounter last week! Students were engaged, learning and 
inspired throughout the presentation!

Encounter Lutheran College is proud 
to be in partnership with 

Book Club Orders
Please note, Book Club orders are due in Monday, the 22nd 
of March.
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Community Notice Board
 
  

 

 

The Uniting Church in South Australia (UCSA) comprises of more than 250 congregations conducting 
extensive and diverse mission activities across the state.  

The iconic Adare Camp and Caravan Park, located in Victor Harbor aims to provide exceptional Christian 
hospitality to church and school groups, community organisations, wedding and caravan park guests.   

An opportunity exists for a Junior Casual Kitchen Hand to join a small group of highly capable staff for 
approximately 10 hours per week. 

The Junior Casual Kitchen Hand is an integral part of the catering team and will have emphasis on 
presenting healthy, appetising meals to guests in accordance with Uniting Venues SA policies and 
procedures and to provide exceptional Christian hospitality. 

Reporting to the Head Cook, the Junior Casual Kitchen Hand key tasks are:   

� Cleaning, dishes, tidying and setting up the dining room and kitchen areas. 
� Assist in the preparation and service of appetising and nutritious meals in accordance with current 

hygiene standards. 
� Any other tasks needed to help in the smooth running of the kitchen. 

 
The successful applicant will be interested in pursuing a career in the hospitality industry, have a friendly, 
outgoing personality and be comfortable communicating with both staff and guests. In addition, they 
must have an understanding of food handling and safety principles and a willingness to support the ethos 
of the Uniting Church.   

Applications close Friday the 19th March 2021. 

Enquiries can be made via the switchboard to the Centre Manager at Adare on 8552 1657. 

Please forward applications addressing the selection criteria of the Position Description & Person 
Specification to Mark Lee, General Manager Uniting Venues at enquiries@uvsa.org.au. 

 
 

 

 

 

Housekeeper (Casual)  

Adare Camp and Caravan Park 

� Casual role – approximately 10-15 hours per week 
� Location – Victor Harbour 
� Working environment - professional and caring  

 
The Uniting Church in South Australia (UCSA) comprises of more than 250 congregations 
conducting extensive and diverse mission activities across the state.  

The iconic Adare Camp and Caravan Park, located in Victor Harbor, aims to provide 
exceptional Christian hospitality to church and school groups, community organisations, 
wedding and caravan park guests.   

An opportunity exists for a casual Housekeeper to work within a well-established and 
highly capable team of housekeepers. 

The Housekeeper role is an important part of the Adare housekeeping team and has an 
emphasis on the provision of hygienically clean and well-presented rooms and facilities 
to assist Uniting Venues SA to provide exceptional Christian hospitality.  

Reporting to the Team Leader – Housekeeping, the key tasks of a housekeeper include:   

� Clean rooms, hallways, lounges, toilets, and other areas so that a high standard 
of cleanliness is maintained and that health standards are met 

� Empty rubbish bins and transport waste to industrial waste bin 
� Carry linen, towels, toilet items, and cleaning supplies, using wheeled cart 
� Maintain knowledge of WHS issues related to housekeeping as well as the 

organisations policies and procedures 
 
The successful applicant will be required to have significant experience in a similar 
position and / or hold a Certificate II or higher in Cleaning Operations as well as: 

� Demonstrated knowledge of methods, practices, equipment and chemicals used 
in housekeeping operations 

� Demonstrated knowledge of safe and efficient cleaning practices  
� Understanding of the various needs of guests with the accommodation or 

hospitality industry 
 
Experience within the camping and conference centre industry will be highly regarded.  
Well-developed interpersonal and communication skills are necessary in this role, as is a 
willingness to support the ethos of the Uniting Church.   

Enquiries can be made, via reception, to the Adare Centre Manager on 08 8552 1657. 

Please forward applications addressing the selection criteria of the Position Description & 
Person Specification to Mark Lee, General Manager Uniting Venues SA at 
enquiries@uvsa.org.au 

Applications close 5:00pm Sunday 21 March 2021. 

 




