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UPDATE
At the risk of you falling asleep within my opening sentence, I thought I’d offer
an insight about the LESNW (Lutheran Education SA, NT, WA) AGM I attended
last Friday evening. If I’m entirely honest, it wasn’t the first thing I would plan for
the end to my week, but we all have a cross to bear and this was a meeting I
was required to support and be invested in.
With my cynicism set aside, I reflected on the fact many of you would not know
the connection we have to Lutheran schools beyond our own school
boundaries. We are linked with Lutheran schools across Australia in many critical
ways, but even more intrinsically with all Lutheran schools in South Australia,
Northern Territory and Western Australia. We are upheld and supported
financially, legally, educationally and in developing the leadership and
wellbeing of staff and students. Put simply, we have a strong foundation that
strengthens and sustains as being part of a system of Lutheran schools. We have
been able to flourish in recent years with the support of our regional office and
we will continue to look strategically into the future with that certainty.
It is true that day to day life is quite removed from what takes place in terms of
oversight and support in our Head Office in North Adelaide. However, I hope it
provides you with even greater confidence in Encounter’s future that we are
part of something much greater and are able to stand on the shoulders of giants
as one of many Lutheran schools across our diverse and wonderful country.

Kelvin

Term 2 Week 3
Tuesday 11th-21st May
• NAPLAN Years 3,5,7+9
Thursday 13th May
• Year 8 Immunisations
Dose 1
• Year 10 Immunisations
(Men. B) Dose 1
Term 2 Week 4
Monday 17th May
• NAPLAN Catch-up
Week
Wednesday 19th May
• Alice In Wonderland College Musical at
Hopgood Theatre
Norlunga - 2.00pm and
6.00pm
• Year 3 Student Led
Conference
Thursday 20th May
• Alice In Wonderland College Musical at
Hopgood Theatre
Norlunga - 6.00pm
Friday 21st May
• SSSA Open Boys/Girls
Baskeball
Coffee and Tea available from
the College’s GPS Café each
Friday from 8:45am

We acknowledge the Ramindjeri and Ngarrindjeri people in their past, present and future

FROM THE HEAD OF JUNIOR SCHOOL
Did you know that according to lead author and PhD candidate
Tassia Oswald of the University of Adelaide, the typical Australian
child averages about seven-and-a-half hours per day of screen time?
Wow!
The concern about children spending too much time indoors on
screens has become so extreme that Richard Louv, child advocacy
expert (and author or ‘Last Child in the Woods’), has named the crisis
‘nature deficit disorder’. His concern is that our children just aren’t
getting outside and therefore not getting the benefits that an
outdoor environment provides! What emerging research does show
us, is that children who spend time outside achieve more
academically, have greater wellbeing are more attentive and less
anxious than children who spend their time indoors.
This is great news for Encounter students, who have been getting
outside even more since we purchased the Block. We have certainly
been seeing the tangible benefits for ourselves. Teachers have
reported calmer, more engaged children, more focus once they
return to the classroom and increased positive social interactions.
Research tells us what time in the Block will also do for students’ minds:
•

It builds confidence. Students learn to navigate space, and
learn more about their place within it.

•

It promotes creativity and imagination. Unstructured play
allows children to interact in meaningful ways with their
surroundings. They can think more freely, explore boundaries
and design their own learning engagements independently.

•

It teaches responsibility. Children experience firsthand what
happens when their environment is carefully looked after.

•

It provides different stimulation. All senses are activated. Louv warns that time spent indoors leads to a narrowing of
sensory experience, time outdoors does just the opposite.

•

It promotes inquiry. Nature creates a unique sense of wonder that leads to more questions.

•

It reduces stress and fatigue.

•

It promotes engagement with the natural environment. Students observe seasonal changes and become attuned to
their surroundings.

We set about asking our children about their thoughts about what they experienced when they engaged with the Block.
Responses have not been prompted but arise out of genuine reflections. We hope you enjoy hearing from them too.

Click here to watch the Encounter Students on Block 69:
https://youtu.be/SI8nfpTo6KI
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Staff Devotion
By Jess Andrews

INTRODUCING...
Andrew Weiss

1 Corinthians 16 verse 14
“Do Everything in Love.”

Hi, I’m Andrew Weiss and I am a new addition to the MS / SS
Teaching team at Encounter. I teach Senior Psychology and
Biology as well as MS Science and Year 9 Christian Studies.

In Junior School Japanese this term we learnt about a
young Japanese girl name Sadako Sasaki. She survived the
Atomic Bombing of Hiroshima, however as a result of the
radiation, developed leukemia and died 10 years after the
bombing, aged 12.
Encounter’s Junior School students really connected with
her story and we talked about the paper crane being a
symbol of peace that could be spread throughout the
world. We got to making cranes – with the aim of making
1000! Our students wanted to take action so we will send
our cranes to Hiroshima Peace Park to be put on display to
share a message of Peace and Love to the people of and
visitors to Japan from Encounter Lutheran College.
God calls us to love one another and He tells that His love
shines through us to others when our actions are out of love
for others. I am so proud that our students want to share a
message of love and peace to people all over the world.
*Our Origami cranes will start being displayed in the nest
during this week (who knew it took a long time to thread
them into bunches!) upon this they will be sent to Hiroshima.
Jess

My background includes completing a Bachelor Science
(majoring in Physiology and Pharmacology) and then a
Graduate Diploma in Education both at Adelaide University.
While teaching I completed a Masters in Education focusing
on Wellbeing and Pastoral Care. I have been teaching in
Lutheran schools for over 20 years teaching a variety of
subjects including Psychology, Biology, Nutrition, Science,
Physical Education and Christian Studies.
In 2010 I took a year off from teaching to work as an
Education Officer for Australian Lutheran World Service
(ALWS) the aid organisation of the Lutheran Church. This job
involved visiting Lutheran schools to run workshops and
‘Awareness Days’ on poverty, refugees and sustainable
development. This is something I am still passionate about.
I am an ardent Brisbane Lions supporter, but I enjoy
watching any type of sport. Travel is another passion of mine
and I have been lucky enough to travel to many parts of
Australia and the world including spending a couple of
weeks in the refugee camps of Djibouti. I enjoy getting out
into the outdoors or playing or listening to music when the
opportunities arise.
I have thoroughly enjoyed my time at Encounter particularly
the community feel the College has. It is exciting to be able
to teach using the MYP and the opportunities it gives
students inquire and learn Science in a real-world context.
I look forward to being part of the Encounter community for
many more years as it continues to grow.
Andrew

Book Club Due!
Book Club is due in by Monday the 17th of May.
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COLLEGE NEWS
Walk My Way - Year 9 Camp

Canberra - Year 10 Camp

Last week, the Year 9s returned from their camp to a Guard
of Honor in celebration of their achievements. Walking over
75km across the 4 days, students had completed the
Encounter ‘Walk My Way’ from Waitpinga Campground to
Tapanappa Campground to help raise money to enable
children in refugee camps to go to school.

Our Year 10’s spent week 2 in Canberra which was fantastic
to have another Camp return to its regular location after the
events of 2020!

The group showed great independence, persistence and
teamwork as they pushed through the long trek with each
other.
If you would still like to support the Year 9's then please
donate by clicking the link below and then the donate
button on the page. Currently at $6,700, Students would
love to get to $7,000!
https://encounter.walkmyway.org.au/
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Students visited some great locations including the
Australian War Memorial, Parliament House, Questacon,
National Electoral Office, National Art Gallery and Lake
Burley Griffin to name a few.
The students committed to involving themselves in the
learning and showed appreciation for the rich history that
Canberra has to offer!

FROM THE SPORTS DESK
SAPSASA Netball

School Surfing Titles

Our SAPSASA netball girls had an excellent day last week,
demonstrating positivity, teamwork and growth!
Both divisions won two games and showed determination
and strong competition throughout the day. Thank you to
our two fantastic student umpires who gave up their time to
help out!

Round 2 of the School Surfing Titles were held last week at
Middleton Bay and Middleton Point!
The team had a successful day with the following results:
- Win U/16 boys
- 3rd in Open Mens
- Open women's made the semi-final!

A big congratulations to the team on their results!

Well done to all involved!

SAPSASA Football
Fantastic result from the Year 6/7 SAPSASA Southern Fleurieu
Football Carnival last week with the Encounter Lutheran
College boys winning all 7 games!
Great enthusiasm, teamwork and skills were on display as the
team represented the College proudly! Well done to all
involved
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COLLEGE NEWS
Student Highlight

Encounter Quest!

Congratulations to one of Encounter’s Interschool Equestrian
competitors, Ella-Rose Evans (Year 6) and her pony Little
Black Suzi who achieved two 2nd places for Combined
Training at both the recent Kircaldy Park and Canoe Tree
events and a 2nd and 3rd at a recent Interschool dressage
competition.

The annual Encounter Quest was held in the Nest in the last
week of Term One,
with one student from each year level representing their
house.

All of her scores were qualifying scores allowing her to
compete in the State Championships in June and potentially
qualify for the State Team.

The theme this year celebrated the ‘International Year of
Fruit and Vegetables’, and students were required to take
part in a quiz as well as work together to achieve various
tasks

Go Ella!

A big Thank You to all involved!

P+F Mothers Day Stall
A huge thank you to our amazing volunteers for assisting at
the Mother's Day Stall. We appreciate your patience and
enthusiasm in helping our young people select gifts for their
beautiful mum's & grandma's.
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MAKE-A-WISH FUNDRAISER

Wear What
YOU Wish
When? 28/5 Friday Term 2 Week 5
Why? Wear What YOU Wish day is being held to
raise money and awareness for the Make-A-Wish
foundation. Make-A-Wish is a foundation that
gives kids with life-threatening illnesses a wish.

Wear What YOU Wish day
if you want to be superman, wear a tutu or
just wear casual.
Wear What YOU Wish day is a day to show
everyone who you are.

IF YOU DRESS UP BRING A GOLD COIN DONATION
Please remember to stay within the schools casual day dress
code

PRESENTATION OF

Music and Lyrics by Sammy Fain and Bob Hilliard, Oliver
Wallace and Cy Coban, Allie Wrubel and Ray Gilbert,
Mack David, Al Hoffman and Jerry Livingston
Music Adapted and Arranged and Additional
Music and Lyrics by
Bryan Louiselle
Book Adapted and Additional Lyrics by
David Simpatico
Based on the 1951 Disney film “Alice in Wonderland”
and the novels “The Adventures of Alice in Wonderland”
and “Through the Looking Glass” by Lewis Carroll
Licensed exclusively by Music Theatre International (Australasia).
All performance materials supplied by Hal Leonard Australia.

Join Encounter Lutheran College students as they travel down the rabbit hole and
join Alice, one of literature’s most beloved heroines, in her madcap adventures.
Featuring updated songs from Disney’s thrilling animated motion picture, Disney’s
Alice in Wonderland JR.is a fast-paced take on the classic tale.

Hopgood Theatre | May 19th-20th

BOOK TICKETS - CLICK HERE

BOOK NOW! SELLING FAST!!!!

https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/back-to-the-swinging-60s-tickets-142465535251?aff=ebdssbeac

Victor Harbor
Arts and Culture Centre
Following the purchase of the iconic Victa Cinema,
a new concept design for an Arts and Culture Centre
has been prepared for community feedback.
20 ARM ARCHITECTURE | VICTOR HARBOR ARTS & CULTURE CENTRE

Our vision / The Victor Harbor Arts and Culture Centre will become a
beacon of the town’s rich and storied history in cultural and artistic activity.
Combining iconic buildings / The proposed Arts and Culture Centre builds
upon the rich built and cultural heritage of Victor Harbor. It combines the Town
Hall, Old Mechanics Institute, Librarian’s Residence and the Victa Cinema.
Accessible and flexible design / The centre comprises a Proscenium
Theatre that seats 343 people, a Flexible Theatre that can be used in a
number of different ways, associated back of house to connect it all together,
along with the refurbishment of the Victa Cinema.

FOYER

21 ARM ARCHITECTURE | VICTOR HARBOR ARTS & CULTURE CENTRE

GALLERY

23 ARM ARCHITECTURE | VICTOR HARBOR ARTS & CULTURE CENTRE

FLEXIBLE THEATRE

Find out more and have your say
Provide your feedback on the Arts and Culture Centre
proposal before 5pm on Monday, 7 June 2021:

Scan to view the
project animation

•

Online: visit www.yoursay.victor.sa.gov.au

•

Complete a hard copy survey: hard copy surveys
and consultation information packs are available
from the City of Victor Harbor Civic Centre,
Victa Cinema or Coral Street Art Space

•

Drop-In Sessions: talk to the project team at the
Victa Cinema on Monday, 31 May 2021 between
12pm-2pm and 4pm-6pm

22 ARM ARCHITECTURE | VICTOR HARBOR ARTS & CULTURE CENTRE

PROSCENIUM THEATRE

24 ARM ARCHITECTURE | VICTOR HARBOR ARTS & CULTURE CENTRE

Find out more at www.yoursay.victor.sa.gov.au or call 8551 0500

Community Notice Board

