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Week 1 Term 1
Monday 31st January
• 1st Day Term for Foundation
to Year 7

You've made it! I've made it! The kids have made it! Hip Hip Hooray!
In a year that has once again been complex and crazy, I also look back to the
countless highlights that have made my year memorable for all the right reasons.
It seems like an age ago I joined the Year 8 students in Melbourne just before
Easter, in a very brief window their city wasn't shut down. What a week that was!
Our College musical of Alice in Wonderland Junior was another landmark of
2021, with equal measure of expected and surprising talent on stage at
Hopgood Theatre. Jumping on my bike with a group of eager Year 1 students
and riding to Chiton Rocks together and exploring the beach was a wonderful
adventure. In terms of the more conventional day to day Encounter life, seeing
our Year 6 and Year 9 students confidently engage with parents as they shared
their learning from Exhibition and Community Project was profound. It was a
reminder of how our young people are becoming leaders of the future and
being so active in improving our ever-changing world.
I know in these brief examples I've barely scratched the surface, but simply
typing these memories has brought a smile to my face. Working for, with and
alongside young people is the very best thing in the world and I'm so glad I've
been able to enjoy it this year, once again.

Tuesday 1st February
• First Day of Term for Year 8 Year 12

Wednesday 2nd February
• MS/SS ID Photos
Week 2 Term
Tuesday 8th February
• Year 11/12 RAP - Road
Awareness Program

• Junior School Foundation Year 6 Information Night @
6.00pm

Wednesday 9th February
• Middle & Senior School

‘meet and Greet’ @ 6.00pm

Wednesday 10th & 11th
February
• House Leadership Workshop

Thank you for your support of our precious and unique Encounter family
throughout 2021 and I pray you and your family have the most blessed Christmas
and summer break between now and the end of January.
May the peace, joy, love and hope of Jesus be with you all,
Kelvin

We acknowledge the Ramindjeri and Ngarrindjeri people in their past, present and future

FROM THE HEAD OF JUNIOR SCHOOL
Dear Parents and Carers,
It has been a very busy finish to another productive year in the Junior School! It was
wonderful to be able to welcome new students to our community, this week, in
preparation for the 2022 school year. It also gave our existing students time to get to
know their new teachers and meet their new classmates.
Transition is a really important part of what we do at Encounter. It has been designed
to give students reassurance about the coming year, so they know their teachers,
where their classrooms will be and what to expect from the school day. Ideally, all
children should be able to go into the holiday period feeling hopeful about what lies
ahead, and excited for a new school year.
As well as Transition, we had our annual Christmas Encounter which was a beautiful
opportunity to share the message of Christmas with our wider school community.
The students enjoyed sharing their carols with their audience and the finale was just
fantastic.
Our graduating Year 6's finished with a lovely celebration and reflection of their time in
Junior School. They have been an amazing cohort and we wish them the very best as they move into Middle School.
While we are incredibly proud of all our Year 6's, the following Year 6's were especially honoured in our final College Awards
Ceremony:
Leadership Encouragement Award

Lily Milosevic

Academic Excellence Award

Caleb Hood

Lion’s Spirit of Encouragement Award

India Crabtree

Academic Endeavour Award

Charlie Richards

MAYO Award

Alicia Whittaker

As well as farewelling our students, reports were also emailed to families. Please read these alongside your child's Seesaw
journal. It will provide a richer context for the comments and grades assigned by your child's teachers.
In closing, thanks to all our Encounter families for another great year. We have enjoyed partnering with you in your child's
learning and on behalf of all staff in the Junior School, wish you and your family a very happy and blessed Christmas.
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Staff Devotion
By Emily Palmer

Expressions of Interest for Budding
Sailors!

As we move ever closer to Christmas, I am reminded by the
message on various glitter covered cards and brightly
coloured tree decorations of the festive season themes:
faith, hope and love. Again, this year we have been met
with so much uncertainty which has a tendency to rock our
hope for the future. I’ve also been hearing a lot of negative
rhetoric about Generation Z and Alpha being “hope-less”.
The current year 12s are the first to graduate having faced
two years of COVID interrupted learning. What hope does
this generation have when there is so much uncertainty?

We are seeking expressions of interest from students in Years
4-6 to participate in Sailing lessons at the Goolwa Aquatic
Club one afternoon a week during daylight savings. These
lessons will be run by qualified instructors. If your child is
interested in learning to sail, please email
harrison.sires@encounter.sa.edu.au. More information will be
available early in Term 1 once we have determined if there
is enough interest in this opportunity.

Several weeks ago, I had the privilege of listening to the
baptism testimonies of 12 young people, many from the
Encounter Lutheran community. Their bold and firm
declarations of faith, filled me with a deep sense of hope for
this generation. And again recently, at the final year 12
SHINE the emotionally charged speeches of our former
college captains shared the hope they have for each
other’s future.
I am hopeful for young people like these who show, despite
uncertainty and many “hope-less” messages, the courage
to trust in God who knows the plans HE has for our hopeful
future.
Emily Palmer

Staff Farewells and Welcomes
As 2021 draws to a close we farewell and thank the
following outgoing staff:
Tanya Brooks - Early Learning, 10 Years,
Narelle Camm - Community Relations & Marketing, 6 Years,
Teagan Lamont - Middle and Senior School, 1 Year,
We wish them well in their future endeavors.
We also look forward to welcoming:
- Niki Aluricht - Foundation
- Bridget Brandt - Middle School &Year 7 Home Class
Teacher
- Jesse McKinnnon - Middle School & Year 8 Home
Class teacher
- Julian Schubert - Community Relations
- We also belatedly welcome Peter Scholfield who
joined us a few weeks ago in the Finance Team.
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LESNW Student Leadership Day
Recently our new Middle/Senior College Captains and
Prefects went to Unity College in Murray Bridge for a Student
Leadership Day.
Students collaborated and further developed their
leadership capabilities with students from across Lutheran
Schools in Adelaide. It was a fantastic day for our leaders as
they prepare to step into their roles in 2022.

FROM THE SPORTS DESK
Student Highlight

SSSA Year 8/9 Cricket

Congratulations to Ella-Rose who participated in the
Interschool Equestrian State Championships on the
weekend. She did fantastic as the lone competitor from the
school.
She placed:
2nd in both her prelim 1C & 1B Dressage coming making her
Event Reserve Champion. This also put her Overall Discipline
Reserve Champion for the weekend in all the primary
dressage.

In warm conditions on Tuesday 30th November, the Year 8/9
boys cricket team participated in the Super 8’s competition
at Encounter Bay. A few lads were brought out of retirement
to join our current cricketers to form a really competitive
team. The boys won two out of three matches, finishing as
Runners Up overall across the Fleurieu SSSA Zone. Well done!

Ella also won her Combined Training making her Event
Champion & coming Overall Discipline Reserve Champion.
She also placed 3rd for her both her 80cm showjumping
classes, coming a narrow 3rd overall for primary
showjumping just missing out on reserve champion again by
2 points.
Her effort by herself gained her 8th overall in school place
out of 20+ schools, & she was in the top 10 out of all students
competing for the weekend overall.
She made the State Team for Nationals however due to
Covid it was cancelled. However she has recently been
offered a place on a State Junior Showjumping
development squad. Which begins the weekend before
Christmas.
Well done Ella-Rose!
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F or mor e i nf or mat i on or t o r egi s t er
v ht enni s cl ub01@gmai l . com
pl ay . t enni s . com. au/ v i ct or har bor t enni s cl ub
The Victor Harbor Lutheran Church wishes the staff, students
and families of Encounter Lutheran College a restful holiday, a
blessed Christmas and a Happy New Year and invites staff
students and families to joyfully celebrate the really good
news of Christmas at an interactive family Christmas Eve
Service on Friday 24th December 7.00pm at the Lutheran
Church Centre 21a Adelaide Rd, Victor Harbor
Young children are invited to come dressed as angels,
shepherds or wise men. (some costumes may be available
preservice on the night) . Our Christmas celebrations will
continue with worship at 9.30am on Christmas Day and a
simple devotional service 9.30am on Sunday 26th December.
For more information ‘like and follow’ victorlutheran on
facebook. www.facebook.com/victorlutheran or call the
church office on 8552 5380.
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