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We acknowledge the Ramindjeri and Ngarrindjeri people in their past, present and future

What a busy fortnight we have had here at Encounter! Over the past 
two weeks, the College has hosted several events for students and their 
families.

Firstly, our annual Career and Subject Expo, attended by students and 
their parents, was held last Wednesday. This event is one of the ways we 
partner with our families in students’ journeys through, and beyond their 
secondary years. Students can refine their pathways with this information, 
in conjunction with individualised subject counselling. These counselling 
sessions began this week and run through the next 4 weeks, as we seek 
to personalise each student’s unique learning journey.  We are excited to 
continue to offer new subjects to our students, and details of every subject 
can be found in the Subject Guides on the College website.
 
Year 6 families attended an information session last week about the 
upcoming PYP Exhibition. This event is the culmination of our Primary Years 
Program and a wonderful showcase of student-led inquiry. The students 
are excited about sharing their learning with the wider community and I 
encourage you to attend this wonderful event.
 
Also, this week our Senior Music students attended a Jazz and 
Performance Workshop at Tatachilla, collaborating with professional 
musicians and students from other Lutheran schools. It is exciting to see our 
Music program continue to flourish and as a result of this, further subject 
offerings have been added in this area.  Our Dance program is also 
thriving, evidenced by the talent on show at our annual Dance Showcase, 
held on Tuesday evening. We are very blessed at Encounter to be able to 
offer these experiences to our students and all who attended the event 
would have been impressed at the level of skill shown. 
 
Finally, I’m thrilled to share that Encounter entered two teams in the annual 
MASA (Mathematics Association of South Australia) Quiz Night. The Year 
7/8 team of: Caleb Hood, Daniel Scotton, Frankie Welk, Charlie Richards 
were the overall winners, and our Year 12 team of: Rhett Grenfell, Lucy 
Rubie, Tara Hutchinson, Nic McLeod were named “Best Mathematics 
Team” on the night. We are very proud of these results and grateful for 
the support of the staff in the mathematics faculty for their support of this 
evening.
 
On a final note, our annual endurance event “Jamieson Ultra” is being 
held next Friday. We look forward to seeing students and families engage 
in this uniquely Encounter event on our wonderful “Block”.
 
                 Blessing for your week.
    Penny

Term 3 Week 4 
Tuesday 16th August 
 - Year 11/12 Boys        
   Statewide Basketball @  
   St Clair.  
 - P+F Meeting @  
   Encounter Lutheran  
   College 7.00pm
Wednesday 17th-19th 
August 
 - SAPSASA State Boys &  
   Girls Soccer 
Friday 19th August 
 - Jamieson Ultra

Term 3 Week 5 | BOOK 
WEEK!
Wednesday 24th August
 - Year 7 Literary Excursion     
   to VH Library
 - Junior School Music  
   Showcase @ Victor  
   Harbor Town Hall        
   6.00pm
Friday 26th August
 - BOOK WEEK DRESS UP  
   DAY
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FROM THE SACE COORDINATOR - MEL O’DONNELL
Semester 1 Year 12 Research Project Results 2022 

In Semester 1 our Year 12s completed their SACE Research Projects – a yearlong under-
taking that has helped to develop our students’ resilience, problem solving and initiative. 
The Research Project is a compulsory component of their Year 12 studies and, for most 
students, it will contribute to their ATAR at the end of this year. Each student designed a 
research question to investigate, and produced a 2000 word Outcome in answer to this 
question. 

It is testament to their hard work and perseverance that 100% of students in this Year 12 
Encounter cohort have passed this subject. It is especially exciting that 45.7% of our stu-
dents achieved a result in the A grade band, far outperforming the state average. All 
year 12 students are congratulated on their results.  

Changes and Innovations in the SACE 

In my role as SACE Coordinator here at Encounter over the last 6 years, I have been lucky 
to be at the forefront of a huge shift in the way the SACE is delivered and the flexibili-
ties that allow students to tailor their pathways to meet their interests and needs. Over 
the next few years, the SACE Board will launch their brand-new subjects to replace the 
Research Project and Personal Learning Plan and are working towards a Learner Profile 
which will offer a holistic view of each SACE graduate’s achievement that extends be-
yond a recognition of their knowledge to evidence their capabilities and skills, enabling 
them to better match with potential employers and further education providers. This is 
particularly exciting as the SACE Board recognises that students are far more than just 
their grades, and this will be the first year 12 certificate in Australia, and one of the first 
in the world, to recognise the full range of skills that students develop both in their time-
tabled learning and in the learning undertaken beyond the classroom during their final 
years at school. This new Learner Profile is currently scheduled to launch in 2024 and aligns 
very well with what we already do here at Encounter in the MYP, where we focus on 
building both subject knowledge and the five Approaches to Learning skills. It is exciting to 
know that the skills our students are investing in during their Middle School years will soon 
be just as valued by our tertiary instructions and employers as the specialist subject knowl-
edge that they will engage with in the SACE.  

Careers and Subject Expo 

We too have adapted our approach to providing parents and students with subject in-
formation since our first graduating class. This year, we held our first Careers and Subject 
Expo and it was so wonderful to see such a large turnout. Most impressive was the level of 
engagement from students on the evening; it was encouraging to hear feedback from 
the specialist teachers and external providers on the night that our students were taking 
such an active interest in their own educational and career pathways. Over the coming 
weeks, students will have further opportunities to engage in the process of mapping out 
their learning journey through their final years here at Encounter, as they consider their 
subject selections for 2023 and meet with myself and Penny McKenzie for their subject 
counselling sessions. We look forward to continuing to work in partnership with you as we 
help your child plan a pathway through their learning at Encounter and beyond.
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Staff Devotion - Susie Lush 
Seasons

Just like weather seasons, we often experience 
different seasons in our lives. Seasons of joy, 
seasons of loss, seasons of change. This year 
has felt like an extended season of sickness with 
Covid and colds affecting my family and also 
my classes. This has led to weeks of disruption, 
discomfort and uncertainty. 

The book of Lamentations found within the Bible 
describes a period of suffering for the people of 
Jerusalem after their city had been destroyed 
by the Babylonians. Despite its content, this book 
contains some of my favourite verses: 

Yet this I call to mind 
and therefore I have hope: 

22 Because of the Lord’s great love we are not 
consumed, 
for his compassions never fail. 
23 They are new every morning; 
great is your faithfulness. 
24 I say to myself, “The Lord is my portion; 
therefore I will wait for him.” 

25 The Lord is good to those whose hope is in 
him, 
to the one who seeks him.  
 
I am reminded that there is always hope, that 
God abounds in compassion for us and that 
He will hold us in the seasons of uncertainty. My 
prayer is that you will know God’s presence and 
comfort through all seasons of your life and that 
if you are in a season of struggle, to hold on 
because seasons change.

Research Project results
In Semester 1 our Year 12s completed their SACE 
Research Projects – a yearlong undertaking that 
has helped to develop our students’ resilience, 
problem solving and initiative. The Research 
Project is a compulsory component of their 
Year 12 studies and, for most students, it will 
contribute to their ATAR at the end of this year. 
Each student designed a research question 
to investigate, and produced a 2000 word 
Outcome in answer to this question. 

It is testament to their hard work and 
perseverance that 100% of students in this Year 
12 Encounter cohort have passed this subject. It 
is especially exciting that 45.7% of our students 
achieved a result in the A grade band, far 
outperforming the state average. All year 12 
students are congratulated on their results. 

- Mel O’Donnell (SACE Coordinator) 

Goods To Go orders
A friendly reminder to all our families that use 
Goods To Go. 
 
Please update the year level of your child for 
which your are ordering for. We are having 
a number of orders come through with the 
wrong year level and it causes confusion and 
disruptions when they are handed out at Lunch. 

Thank You.
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COLLEGE NEWS

The Nest Staff Books: Nyree 
Davis
A quick guide to ‘colours and numbers’ in 
foods! Recognising MSG, Annatto, Nitrites and 
many of the hundreds of other ingredients put 
in to food to make it look good, taste good 
and last longer; but… essentially not great for 
growing bodies! Important and powerful tools 
for label reading and supporting healthy eating 
practices. 

Preschool Programs
We are extremely excited to introduce to you 
our new preschool programs at Encounter 
Lutheran College.

• BUSH KINDY: At Encounter, we believe that 
children grow and learn best whilst engaging 
with nature.Therefore, we’re very excited to 
announce our new Bush Kindy program for 
preschool children living on the South Coast. 
This is a wonderful opportunity for our school to 
welcome new and existing families to connect 
and engage through nature-based learning
on our very own bush block, every Wednesday 
from 9.00am–10.00am during term time.
Book your place online at www.trybooking.com/
BZTPF

• BOOKS ALIVE: We’re very excited to re-
introduce our Books Alive program for pre-school 
children living on the South Coast. We would 
love to welcome new and existing families to 
connect and engage through books and book-
related activities in a warm and
nurturing environment, every Thursday from 
9.00am– 9.45am during term time.
BOOKINGS ESSENTIAL. To find out more or to 
make a booking, https://www.trybooking.com/
BZSZI

Mayors’ Short Story 
Challenge 2022
Congratulations to the following students who 
have been short-listed for the Mayors’ Short Story 
2022 Awards:

Annie Kairl (Year 4), Frankie Welk (Year 7), Tiani-
Rose Jamieson and Mackenzie Treacy (Year 
9). They will attend a Presentation afternoon 
later this month when the overall winners will be 
announced.



encounter.sa.edu.au

FRIDAY 26TH AUGUST
ENCOUNTER DRESS UP DAY

COME AS A BOOK CHARACTER
OR USE THE THEME FOR INSPIRATION 

 

"Dreaming with 
eyes open"

Book Week
2022



COMMUNITY UPDATES

A Local Girls Cricket League Is Coming

 in October 2022! Be Part of the Fun!

First, Get Your Friends Together and Register Now at http://bit.ly/portelliotgirlscricket

 

Then Join us at 10:30am on Sunday 23rd October at Port ELliot OVAL for a Fun morning of

activities ahead of games from october 30th to december 10th

 

After That, We'll start playing short, fast games where everyone gets to bat, bowl and

field all in the same day! Plus, All playing equipment is Provided for you !

 

contact peccyoungbloods@gmail.com for more information.

 

 

Mondays in Term 3, Weeks 5 to 10 (except for Week 9) 

 5:00-6:30pm 

Group Leaders: Rachel Althorp (Speech Pathologist) and Kerri 
Vowles (Clinical Psychologist).  

• Therapy group for teens aged 13-18 years 
• Social/Peer relationship skills 
• Recognising strengths and increasing confidence 
• Learn how to cook some healthy snacks/meals 
• Supportive, inclusive environment 

 

Cost: Dependent on number of 
participants, and to be advised based 
on NDIS rates. Minimum 5-week 
commitment.   
 

Venue: Bucklands Community Centre,         
650 Port Elliot Road, Port Elliot.  
 

Interested? To register, or for further information please call 
8358 1114 or email reception@talkspeechpathology.com.au 
Limited places available. Registration essential prior to 
attending. 

     

22nd August  

29th August 

5th September 

12th September 

19th Sept NO TEENS GROUP  

26th September 
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COMMUNITY UPDATES 


