
2022 Blessings 
KELVIN GRIVELL | PRINCIPAL 

We made it! 

While I appreciate there will be some 

ongoing impact of COVID beyond 2022, I 

am hopeful and confident I will never use 

that word in an Encounter publication 

again. 

Although reflecting upon the last three 

years reminds us of a complex period in 

time, my overwhelming sense is of relief, 

hope and expectation about the year that 

will dawn in about three weeks time. 

In spite of the challenges that saw us start the year in remote learning 

mode (yes, that was THIS year!) the past four terms have had blessings 

beyond belief. It’s for this reason I encourage you to focus on what God 

has bestowed upon us this year. Perhaps as a family you could create a 

list of 22 amazing things to be thankful for in 2022. If you’re really clever 

and creative, perhaps you could identify a full 2022 blessings. 

One of my 22 gifts worthy of sharing with you is the sense of community 

and connection I continue to identify with at Encounter. After enjoying 

the very best eleven weeks on the road with Skye and our kids earlier 

this year, I was still so excited to return to this place. Every member of 

the Encounter family contributes to that sense of belonging, and I thank 

you for your playing your part.  

I extend to you all a prayer of love, peace and joy for your Christmas, 

New Year and the time spent with family and friends. I look forward to 

seeing you all in late January when we return for another year together. 

Sincerely,  

Kelvin 

TERM 4 | WEEK 8 | 2022 

TERM 4 | WEEK 8 

Friday 9th December  

◼ Middle School Awards & Year 

6 Transition Ceremony, 9am 

◼ Year 6 Graduation & 

Morning Tea, 9.45am 

◼ Closing Shine, 2.30pm 

◼ Final Dismissal, 3.15pm 

◼ Encounter Hoops Classic, 4pm 

HOLIDAYS 

Friday 16th December   

◼ Early Learning Last Day  

Tuesday 20th December   

◼ Front Office closes for the 

Christmas holidays 

2023  

Wednesday 18th January  

◼ Front Office reopens 

Wednesday 25th January  

◼ College Shop Open, 9am-3pm 

Thursday 26th January  

◼ Australia Day Public Holiday 

Friday 27th January  

◼ College Shop Open, 9am-3pm 

Monday 30th January 

◼ Foundation to Year 7 commence 

Tuesday 31st January  

◼ Years 8-12 commence 

◼ F-12 Opening Shine, 9.15am 

◼ Foundation Schultüte 

Ceremony  
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2023 Term Dates 

Term 1 

◼ Commences Monday 30th January 2023 

 Foundation to Year 7 commence 

◼ Commences Tuesday 31st January 2023 

 Years 8-12 commence 

 F-12 Opening Shine, 9.15am 

 Foundation Schultute Ceremony  

◼ Public Holiday: Monday 13th March 2023 

◼ Good Friday: Friday 7th April 2023 

◼ Easter Monday: Monday 10th April 2023 

◼ Concludes Thursday 13th April 2023 

◼ Parent Teacher Interviews: Friday 14th April  

Term 2 

◼ Commences Monday 1st May 2023 

◼ Public Holiday: Monday 12th June 2023 

◼ Concludes Friday 30th June 2023 

Term 3 

◼ Commences Monday 24th July 2023 

◼ Concludes Friday 29th September 2023 

Term 4 

◼ Commences Monday 16th October 2023  

◼ Concludes Friday 8th December 2023 

All remaining key calendar dates will be 

published at the start of 2023 

College Shop Opening Hours 

The College Shop will be open for uniform 

sales on the following days: 

◼ Monday 12th December: 8.30am – 9.30am 

◼ Tuesday 13th December: 8.30am—9.30am 

and 2.30pm—3.30pm 

◼ Thursday 14th December: 8.30am – 9.30am 

and 2.30pm – 3.30pm 

◼ Wednesday 25th January: 9.00am—3.00pm 

◼ Friday 27th January: 9.00am—3.00pm 

www.encounter.sa.edu.au/college-shop 

Staff Devotion | Emily Palmer 

I love parties, and this time of year there seem to 

be a lot of them! Christmas is definitely a great 

time to celebrate and for many of us it is a good 

reason to reconnect with loved ones, enjoy 

some fabulous food or get away on a well-

deserved break.  

At the very first Christmas Luke tells us the angels 

celebrated the birth of Jesus praising God 

saying, “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and 

on earth peace to those on whom his favour 

rests.” And the wise men celebrated by bringing 

presents of gold and frankincense and myrrh 

(Matthew 2:11).  

The shepherds had no “presents”, they simply 

brought their “presence”, celebrating with Mary 

and Joseph and telling everyone the incredible 

things they had seen (Luke 2:20).  

I wonder how you will celebrate this Christmas? I 

will be joining many in our community singing 

carols on Christmas Eve! Perhaps you will 

celebrate with presents that share love? Or even 

share your “presence” with someone who has no 

one to celebrate with? However you celebrate 

this Christmas remember the incredible gift of 

Jesus given for us, and that His life, death and 

resurrection are the greatest reason we have to 

celebrate. Merry Christmas! 

 Emily 

http://www.encounter.sa.edu.au/college-shop
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A Busy Finish 
TORI WEISS | HEAD OF JUNIOR SCHOOL 

It has been a very busy finish to another 

productive year in the Junior School! We had our 

annual ‘Christmas Encounter’ which was a 

beautiful opportunity to share what we believe 

to be the true message of Christmas with our 

wider school community. The students enjoyed 

sharing their carols with such an appreciative 

audience and the finale was just fantastic. It 

always brings a tear to my eye.  

It was also wonderful to be able to welcome 

new students to our school community this week, 

as part of our formal Transition processes. It gave 

our existing students time to get to know their 

new teachers and meet their new classmates. 

Transition is a very important part of what we do 

at Encounter. It has been designed to give 

students reassurance about the coming year, so 

they know their teachers, where their classrooms 

will be and what to expect from the school day. 

Ideally, all children should be able to go into the 

holiday period feeling hopeful about what lies 

ahead, and excited for a new school year. 

Our graduating Year 6's finished with a lovely 

celebration and reflection of their time in Junior 

School. It has been a privilege witnessing their 

growth over the years.  While we will be sad to 

see them go, they are truly ready for the 

adventures that lie ahead and we wish them the 

very best as they move into Middle School.  

While we are incredibly proud of all our Year 6's, 

the following Year 6's were especially honoured 

in our final College Awards Ceremony: 

◼ Leadership Encouragement Award (joint) – 

Kate Rogers and Isabella Johnson  

◼ Academic Excellence Award –  

Chae-Hoon Lim 

◼ Lion’s Spirit of Encouragement Award – 

Emmett Lewis 

◼ Academic Endeavour Award –  

Jaime Loxton 

◼ MAYO Award –  

Charlie Ellis 

As well as farewelling our students, reports will 

also be emailed to families. Please read these 

alongside your child's Seesaw journal. It will 

provide a richer context for the comments and 

grades assigned by your child's teachers. 

As well as farewelling our departing Year 6 

students, we also say goodbye to Sandra Thiele 

(Year 4) Robyn Ling (Art) and Carol Uznik (Early 

Learning) who are retiring; Courtney Morgan 

and Julie Mariner who are moving to schools 

closer to home and Alicia Puiatti who is taking 

up a leadership position at another Lutheran 

school. We wish these staff members all the best 

and thank them for their service to our 

community.   

In closing, thanks to all our Encounter families for 

another great year. We have enjoyed 

partnering with you in your child's learning and 

on behalf of all staff in the Junior School, wish 

you and your family a very happy and blessed 

Christmas. 

Tori  
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Year 7 Academic Award Recipients 

Christian Studies ...................................... Ivy Hajek 

Digital Technology ............................... Ruby Dyer 

Drama ................................................ Frankie Welk 

English ................................................. Frankie Welk  

Food Technology.................................. Ruby Dyer 

Health & PE ........................................Lily Milosovic 

Humanities ......................................... Caleb Hood   

Japanese ........................................... Caleb Hood 

Materials Technology ....................... Frankie Welk 

Mathematics ..................................... Caleb Hood 

Music .................................................. Lily Milosevic 

Science .............................................. Caleb Hood 

Visual Art ................................................ Ruby Dyer 

 

Year 8 Academic Award Recipients 

Christian Studies  ............................... Locky Lester 

Digital Technology ............................. Keira Bland 

Drama ................................................... Molly Welk 

English ................................................... Keira Bland 

Food Technology .......................... Ruby Stockley 

Health & PE ........................................... Molly Welk 

Humanities ............................................ Molly Welk 

Japanese ........................................ Grace Rogers 

Material Solutions ........................... Grace Rogers 

Maths ..................................................... Molly Welk 

Music ........................................... Luke McLachlan 

Science ........................................... Grace Rogers 

Visual Art .......................................... Grayson Ford 

Excellence in Specialist Sports Awards 

Dance ............................................... Clare Wright 

Basketball ......................................... Lily Milosevic 

Netball ............................................. Jessica Jones 

 

Academic Endeavour Awards 

Rose Dyer ..................................................... Year 7 

Ruby Dyer .................................................... Year 7 

Liliana Ferraro .............................................. Year 7 

Caleb Hood ................................................ Year 7 

Thomas Loiterton ........................................ Year 7 

Lily Milosevic ................................................ Year 7 

Frankie Welk ................................................ Year 7 

Keira Bland .................................................. Year 8 

Grayson Ford ............................................... Year 8 

Alex Gager .................................................. Year 8 

Leila Harrington ........................................... Year 8 

Locky Lester ................................................. Year 8 

Zara McCreanor ......................................... Year 8 

Pollyanna Pitt .............................................. Year 8 

Grace Rogers .............................................. Year 8 

Ruby Stockley .............................................. Year 8 

Molly Welk .................................................... Year 8 

Otis Althorp .................................................. Year 9 

Kyla Bennett ................................................ Year 9 

Alexis Bruce ................................................. Year 9 

Tiani-Rose Jamieson ................................... Year 9 

Ella Keam ..................................................... Year 9 

Archer O'Callaghan ................................... Year 9 

Isobel Palmer ............................................... Year 9 

Amy Turley ................................................... Year 9 

Jack Van Rhoda ......................................... Year 9 

Henry Weiss .................................................. Year 9 

Wanning Yao .............................................. Year 9 



Encounter Hoops Classic 

The 6th Annual Encounter Hoops Classic returns on Friday 9th December from 4.00pm until 8.00pm in 

the Kondole which sees Staff and Old Scholars form teams and play against each other for the 

prestigious Hoops Classic Cup.  

The Encounter Hoops Classics is a Basketball event held each year to celebrate the strong 

basketball history at Encounter and to welcome back some old scholars!  

If you're an Old Scholar and would like to join the game, contact 

Sam Dunbar at sam.dunbar@encounter.sa.edu.au  

MIDDLE SCHOOL NEWS 

Year 9 Academic Award Recipients 

Christian Studies (Female) ...... Tiani-Rose Jameison 

Christian Studies (Male) ...................... Henry Weiss 

Communication Solutions (S1) ......... Jack Van Rhoda 

Communication Solutions (S2) ... Tiani-Rose Jamieson 

Community Project ................... Jack Van Rhoda  

Dance ......................................... Leila Horlin-Smith 

Digital Technology ....................... Zachary Pathuis 

Drama .................................................... Isobel Reid 

Earth & Environmental Studies ......... Kyla Bennett 

English ................................................. Kyla Bennett 

Food & Hospitality ................................ Isobel Reid 

Health & PE ............................ Tiani-Rose Jamieson  

Humanities ............................. Tiani-Rose Jamieson  

Japanese ......................................... Isobel Palmer 

Mathematics .................................... Wanning Yoa 

Music ........................................... Jack Van Rhoda 

Science ............................................... Kyla Bennett 

Sport Science ........................ Tiani-Rose Jamieson 

Visual Art ...................................... Leila Horlin-Smith 

COLLEGE NEWS 
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New Oval Takes Shape 
Over the past few months, our community would have seen a new project taking shape on the top 

corner of Block 69, visible from the top of our current oval and also as you drive towards Victor 

Harbor along Waterport Road. We're excited that over the past week, the new green turf is being 

rolled out on this new playing field which will be available to students for daily play, P.E. and major 

events ready for the start of 2023, and as a major asset for Encounter for years to come.  

New Learning & Wellbeing Hub 

We're excited about the completion of our 

brand new Year 7 & 8 Middle School Learning 

Hub, with our Year 7 students having enjoyed 

their new spaces over the past few weeks. Along 

with the six new agile learning spaces, there is 

also a dedicated wellbeing space and another 

flexible space to create opportunities for staff 

and students to collaborate.  
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Class of 2022 Gratitude Dinner 
The Class of 2022 gathered together officially for one final time at the Year 12 Gratitude Dinner held 

on Wednesday 23rd November at Victor Harbor Convention Centre. The evening was not only a 

celebration of the achievements of the Class of 2022, but a chance for the students to show 

Gratitude to their parents/carers for the support they have provided over the course of their school 

journey. The College also conveyed its gratitude for the gifts, talents and service these students 

have provided to Encounter Lutheran College during their journey.  

Early Learning Graduation 

The first chapter of the Encounter 

journey concluded on Monday 

afternoon when our Early Learning 

children had their graduation together 

with their parents and special friends in 

The Nest at Encounter! The children are 

now looking forward to attending 'big 

school' in 2023, and we all look forward 

to seeing many of the students in our 

Foundation class in the new year! Well 

done to the children on such a lovely 

performance of the songs they 

presented to their families!  
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Ballet Honours | Student Achievement 

Congratulations to Ida-Rose Melia for sitting her grade 5 

ballet exam. Ida received honours and a special 

medallion. Special medallions are awarded by the 

examiner to candidates who they believe show 

outstanding technical skill, artistic ability and potential 

for the future. Ida also received the highest score in 

Australia and is the 2022 recipient of the Collis Maxwel 

Scholarship Award.   

2023 Tours 

2023 Ntaria (Central Australia Trip) 

Expressions of interest are now open for the Ntaria 

(Central Australia Trip). Dates 25th May to 2nd 

June 2023. Cost approximately $600. Please 

register your interest with Mrs Davis 

(nyree.davis@encounter.sa.edu.au)  

2023 Japan Trip 

Expressions of interest are now open for the Japan 

Trip in 2023. Dates are still to be confirmed but 

approximately 7th October to  20th October 2023. 

Cost Approx $4,500. Non-refundable deposit of 

$300 due by Friday 16th December. Please 

register your interest with Mrs Cameron. 

(yu.cameron@encounter.sa.edu.au)  

2023 Ski Trip 

Expressions of interest are now open for the Ski Trip 

in 2023 to Queenstown, New Zealand. Cost $3,000 

(with $950 non-refundable deposit required by 

16th December 2022). Dates 2nd July - 7th July. 

Please contact Mr Pfeiffer for a registration form. 

(adam.pfeiffer@encounter.sa.edu.au)  

2023 Book Lists Orders 

A reminder to place your stationery order for the 

2022 school year by Friday 16th December to 

avoid a $12.95 late fee. 

Orders are to be made online at 

www.lighthousebooks.com.au  

◼ Go to www.lighthousebooks.com.au  

◼ Select your SCHOOL and YEAR LEVEL IN 2023 

◼ Type in your User ID/Student ID (Students First 

Name and Last Name up 12 characters all 

lower case no spaces) 

◼ Type in your Password -  Student First Name 

and Last Name up to 12 characters all lower 

case no spaces. 

For more information, please refer to the 

instructions in the previous newsletter, or for 

further assistance, please email 

booklist@lighthousebooks.com.au  

Superbikes Racing Achievement 

Congratulations to Ryder Gilbert (Year 9) who is having 

his best year of racing road bikes to date, with his 

success this year in the state championships saw him 

racing in the Australian Superbike Championships 

recently. Ryder has been racing road bikes for four 

years and competes in both the Supersport 300 and 

junior categories, seeing him adjust from a 300 class 

bike to a 150 quickly when racing in both categories 

on the same day. Well done Ryder on a huge 

achievement!  

mailto:nyree.davis@encounter.sa.edu.au
mailto:yu.cameron@encounter.sa.edu.au
mailto:adam.pfeiffer@encounter.sa.edu.au
https://order.lighthousebooks.com.au/Orders
mailto:booklist@lighthousebooks.com.au
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You’re invited to be a part of the 

Victor Harbor Christmas Pageant 

on the Encounter Float! 

Can you believe that next month we will be 

celebrating Christmas?! I’m sure that all of us 

are starting to get busy with all the events and 

jobs that appear at this time of year. I know that 

in my family we have so many Christmas 

traditions, I’m guessing that there are lots of 

families that are the same, it makes the 

craziness of this busy time even more special. 

I am hoping that we can create a new tradition 

as a community this year, as Encounter 

Lutheran College and Victor Harbor Lutheran 

Church come together and prepare a 

Christmas float for the Victor Harbor Christmas 

Pageant. We would love to invite you to be 

part of the fun on the 10th December.  

We have some wonderful costumes for children 

to wear, or come dressed up as an Angel, Wise 

man or Shepherd. Parents are also invited to be 

part of the float, we’d love to see lots of families 

from our gorgeous community. We will be 

meeting at the Bridge Terrace playground 

(near skatepark) at 4.00pm on the 10th of 

December to get ready and jump on our float. 

If you’d like to be part of our first combined 

float, please send me an email 

(slhutchy11@gmail.com), with number of 

participants, name/s and if you require a 

costume.  

I’m so excited to be part of this year’s pageant 

and represent our wonderful communities. 

If there are any questions, please don’t hesitate 

to contact me! 

Sharnie Hutchinson 

Grateful Grandies &Friends Coordinator 

mailto:slhutchy11@gmail.com
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