
Welcome to 2023 
KELVIN GRIVELL | PRINCIPAL 

Dear Encounter Family, 

What a joy is to have you all back 

for the year ahead, with both 

continuing and new students and 

their families making a flying start 

to our first week back. 

Although there have been 

inevitable hiccups with uniform, 

stationery orders and other quirks 

you may have had in your family, 

overwhelmingly it has been 

smooth sailing and for that I am 

most grateful. Most importantly, 

we've been able to roll out the 

welcome mat and have students 

and families on-site and able to embrace Encounter life with all its 

everyday joys. 

Although you may already be aware of upcoming Parent 

Information Nights and our Night on the Green, I encourage you 

again to be part of those opportunities to learn about the year 

ahead or to connect with other families. I extend the warmest of 

welcomes to each and every one of you and hope to see you all 

out and about in the days and weeks ahead. 

Bless you all as we journey through these first days of a new year 

alongside each other. 

Sincerely,  

Kelvin 

ISSUE 1 | 3 FEBRUARY 2023 

TERM 1 | WEEK 2 

Tuesday 7th February  

◼ Junior School Parent 

Information Evening, 6.00pm 

Wednesday 8th February  

◼ Middle School & Senior School 

Meet & Greet Evening, 6.00pm 

 

TERM 1 | WEEK 3 

Monday 13th February  

◼ Parents & Friends AGM, 

6.00pm (Staff Lounge) 

 

TERM 1 | WEEK 4 

Tuesday 21st February 

◼ Shrove Tuesday Community 

Breakfast, 8.00am 

Friday 24th February 

◼ Night on the Green, 

4.00pm-8.00pm 

 

TERM 1 DATE CLAIMERS 

◼ Year 7 Camp: 27th February 

- 2nd March 

◼ F- 2 Reading Workshop: 

Tuesday 28th February, 6pm 

◼ Foundation Parent Info 

Session: Wed 1st Mar, 6pm 

◼ Sports Day: Friday 10th 

March 

◼ Year 7 ICT Evening: Wed 

15th March, 6.00pm 



COLLEGE NEWS 

 
2023 Term Dates 

Term 1 

◼ Public Holiday: Monday 13th March 2023 

◼ Good Friday: Friday 7th April 2023 

◼ Easter Monday: Monday 10th April 2023 

◼ Concludes Thursday 13th April 2023 

◼ Parent Teacher Interviews: Friday 14th April  

Term 2 

◼ Commences Monday 1st May 2023 

◼ Public Holiday: Monday 12th June 2023 

◼ Concludes Friday 30th June 2023 

Term 3 

◼ Commences Monday 24th July 2023 

◼ Concludes Friday 29th September 2023 

Term 4 

◼ Commences Monday 16th October 2023  

◼ Concludes Friday 8th December 2023 

Staff Devotion | Peace 

KELVIN GRIVELL | PRINCIPAL 

'Peace I leave with you;  

my peace I give you.' John 14:27 

In the days in and around Christmas I must say I 

felt a great deal of peace. Peace with a full 

tummy. Peace having late starts each day. 

Peace throwing on the closest and most 

comfortable clothes I could find. Peace from my 

phone which stopped ringing and pinging with 

emails for a brief, sweet time. I think we can all 

agree peace is a wonderful thing. 

However, now that the holidays are over and 

some of the necessary noise is returning to 

everyday life, is peace left languishing or is it still 

attainable somehow?  

If we look at the words in John, we're reminded 

that it's 'my' peace that is freely offered. That is, 

God's peace. It doesn't mean that everything is 

always perfect, calm and serene, but a peace 

within ourselves and our hearts is still possible, 

even in the midst of a busy day, week or life.  

My prayer for each member of the Encounter 

Family is that you may experience God's peace 

this year, knowing you are loved and knowing 

you are enough. 

Kelvin 

 

Parents and Friends  

Annual General Meeting 

All parents to the College are welcome to join 

us for our first Parents and Friends meeting of 

the year which will be our AGM to elect the 

committee for the next 12 months. 

The meeting will be held on Monday 13th 

February at 6.00pm in the Staff Lounge (enter 

via the Student Services entrance. 

We look forward to you joining us in 2023! 

Upcoming Parent  

Information Evenings 

◼ Junior School Parent Information Evening, 

Tuesday 7th February, 6.00pm-7.30pm 

◼ Middle & Senior School Meet & Greet, 

Wednesday 8th February, 6.00pm-7.30pm 



MIDDLE & SENIOR SCHOOL NEWS 

 

 

Welcome to 2023 
PENNY MCKENZIE | HEAD OF MIDDLE & SENIOR SCHOOL 

It has been lovely to see students back this year, 

ready for the blessings of a new school year. We 

have welcomed several new staff into the sub-

school and they have settled in well. They have 

all expressed gratitude at how wonderful the 

student body is and how welcome they have 

been made to feel.  We hope this continues to 

be your experience as well and, we hope to see 

you at the Parent Information Evening next 

Wednesday (8th February) at 6.00pm, where you 

can meet your child's teachers  in person.  (The 

Junior School Parent Information Evening will be 

held on Tuesday 7th February at 6.00pm). These 

events are important to priortise as it further 

strengthens the home/school partnership 

through the secondary years of schooling. 

You may have heard and seen some coverage 

in the news and on social medial these past few 

weeks about new artificial intelligence, such as 

ChatGPT and the potential use (or misuse!) in 

education.  

When exploring this platform myself, I asked the 

question “What is ChatGPT?” 

This was the first part of the response that was 

generated: 

ChatGPT is a cutting-edge artificial intelligence 

language model developed by OpenAI, one of 

the leading research organizations in AI 

technology. This advanced language model has 

been trained on an enormous amount of text 

data from the internet, making it capable 

of generating human-like text responses to 

questions and prompts. 

How amazing! Rather than fear this technology 

and its impact on our learners, we are excited 

about how we can harness it for our students' 

benefit. As always, our approach is to adopt 

what is best for our students, so we are 

considering way to utilise this technology to 

enhance learning. Key staff are undertaking 

professional learning this weekend to ensure that 

Encounter students and teachers can embrace 

all possible opportunities presented by this 

technology. Stay tuned! 

Whilst the concept of AI used for learning seems 

almost unreal, (and so very different to our own 

education), education today is about 

preparing our young people for real life and 

their world (not ours). Tools such as calculators, 

computers and even web searches were once 

‘new’, yet these are now incorporated into 

every day life. By exploring and adopting this 

new technology, we can role model how to 

positively embrace change. We look forward to 

sharing further information around this in the 

year ahead. 

On a final note, I look forward to continuing to 

work with you throughout 2023 and beyond as 

we partner in your child’s schooling journey. 

Blessing for your week. 

Penny 

 



COLLEGE NEWS 

 

 

Front Row: James Burrows (Year 7 Teacher), Lauren Varricchio (Early Learning Teacher), 

Sarah Wolverton (Year 6 Teacher), Chelsea Zitterbart (Year 4 Teacher). 

Middle Row: Matthew Branton (ICT Support Officer), Kalani Bates (Co-educator Trainee), 

Karen Wiese (Early Learning Co-educator), Sarah Zadow (Year 7 Teacher), Amy Norsworthy (Year 5 

Teacher). 

Back Row: Jacob Rathjen (Marketing & Events Officer), Elizabeth Bentley (Middle & Senior School 

Teacher), Judy Fincham (Year 3 Teacher), Kym Koop (Performing Arts Coordinator F-6 & 

Performance Coordinator F-6), Hayley Kerrisk (Middle & Senior School Teacher), Jay Bland (Early 

Learning Co-educator), Georgia Martin (Middle & Senior School Teacher). 

New Faces | Introducing our new College Staff 

We’re delighted to be able to introduce you to our new Encounter staff team members for 2023! 

In upcoming issues of Hearts & Minds for 2023, we’ll introduce each of these wonderful people to 

you with a staff profile. Please welcome these new faces as you come across them!  



MUSIC NEWS 

 

 

Rhythmix Choir 

For Years 3-6 

Begins in Week 2 

(Tuesday 7th February)  

Rehearsals: TUESDAYS at 

LUNCHTIME (1.25pm, after 

eating time) in THE BEAT BOX  

Open to to anyone in Years 3-

6 who loves to sing and be 

part of a team.  

Just turn up!  

SEE YOU THEN  

Mrs Koop 

Instrumental Music Tuition at Encounter 

A variety of instrumental lessons are available during college 

hours with the following outstanding tutors: 

Voice 
  

Ali Dunbar admin@totalmusicaustralia.com.au 

Charlotte Turner charlotteturner.11@outlook.com 

Piano / Keyboard 
  

Lindy Laundy 0419 865 180 

Elaine Henn elainehenn60@gmail.com 

Oska Kumnick admin@totalmusicaustralia.com.au 

Matt Jorgensen admin@totalmusicaustralia.com.au 

Drums 
  

Don Crook 0419 807 441 

Jacob Schilling admin@totalmusicaustralia.com.au 

Guitar / Bass Guitar 
  

Oska Kumnick admin@totalmusicaustralia.com.au 

Matt Jorgensen admin@totalmusicaustralia.com.au 

    

Trumpet, Trombone, 

French Horn 

  

Jason Ding jasondingtrumpet0323@gmail.com 

For more information about our instrumental music team, please 

contact for Junior School kym.koop@encounter.sa.edu.au and 

for Middle & Senior School carolyn.hart@encounter.sa.edu.au. 

mailto:admin@totalmusicaustralia.com.au
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COLLEGE NEWS 

 

 

2023 Netball Program 

Welcome back to the start of 2023! I hope you 

have all had a great holiday and are ready to 

commence the new year refreshed and 

inspired.  

Below is some key information and dates 

regarding the Netball Program this year: 

• Trials will be held next week on Wednesday 

8th February in the Kondole. Students will find 

out what squad they are training in (Intensive 

Training Squad or Development Training 

Squad) after the trials are completed. 

 Year 7-10 students will be taking part in 

trials in lesson 5 and 6  

 Year 5 and 6 students will be taking part in 

trials during lunchtime.  

• The ITS will be training each Wednesday in 

lesson 5 and 6 in the Kondole. For those 

students enrolled in Year 9/10 Sport Science 

this aligns with your prac time. For other 

students, this will mean you need to keep in 

touch with your teacher and up to date with 

the classes that you will miss during those 

lessons.  

• The DTS will be training on Wednesday 

lunchtimes in the Kondole.  

• It is expected that students wear Netball 

Program/PE uniform each Wednesday and 

come to the sessions ready and organised.  

As I mentioned at the end of last year, I will be 

taking maternity leave from the end of February 

for the reminder of the year. We have been 

very fortunate to appoint Ms Emily Frahn to the 

Coordinator and Coaching role for 2023. Some 

of you may already know her as a familiar face 

in the Junior School and for those of you that 

don’t know her, please see below for a short 

introduction to her before you meet her in 

person next Wednesday! 

I am looking forward to spending the first month 

of the Netball Program with you all. 

Please let me know if you have any questions.  

Alana Johnson 

Netball Program Coordinator  

Shrove Tuesday  

Community Breakfast 

We’re excited that our Shrove Tuesday 

community breakfast will be happening once 

again this year on Tuesday 21st February 

beginning at 8.00am outside of The Nest. 

We will once again be adding our own twist to 

the day by serving bacon and egg muffins, 

with gluten free options (as well as a small 

amount of pancakes). 

We hope to bring the true meaning of the day 

to light, rather than it simply being known as 

‘pancake day’. Everyone from our community 

is welcome, and we hope you can join us for 

the day as we come together before Lent 

begins. 



MIDDLE & SENIOR SCHOOL NEWS 

 

 

Talkin' 'bout the car CAWASH! 

The CAWASH (Come And Work After School Hours) is on again for 2023. 45 minutes from 3.15pm to 

4.00pm, Monday to Thursday, gives Middle and Senior School students an opportunity to smash out 

some work before they go home.  A supervised time in room 203 is also an opportunity to ask 

questions and get help with subject matters and homework.  So join us after school while we are 

“Working at the CAWASH, yeah”, and if you smash it out, you won’t have any homework left to do 

at home! 

Marten Jak 

NEWS FROM NEST 



JUNIOR SCHOOL NEWS 

 

• A parent must remain 

at the beach for the 

duration of the lesson 

to assist with supervising 

their child each week. 

• If Kombi Surf must 

postpone a lesson due 

to unsuitable 

conditions, they will 

add a session to the end of the program. 

Bookings: 

If you agree to the information provided above, 

you can contact Meg Keelan from Kombi Surf 

on 0424 605 699 or surf@kombisurf.com.au to 

book your child’s spot (phone contact 

preferable).  

• Spaces are limited to 14 participants and will 

be allocated on a first in, first serve basis.  

• Confirmation of your child’s position will only 

be secured by making full payment to Kombi 

Surf within  

24 hours of speaking to Meg or Dan to book 

them in. If payment has not been received by 

this time, your spot may be offered to the 

next person in line due to the high demand 

for positions. 

• There is a lot of fresh water coming out of the 

Murray at the moment.  We have been 

teaching all summer and are following 

advice from SA Health, etc. If you are unsure 

about whether or not your child will want to 

surf in the current conditions, please go 

check out where Kombi Surf operates before 

you book. It will continue to evolve and 

hopefully only get better. Please ring Meg for 

further information. 

We look forward to seeing you in the water in 

Term 1!  

Tori Williams & Meg and Dan Keelan 

Encounter Junior School Surf School 

Coordinator/Kombi Surf Owners 

Encounter Junior Surf School  

Term 1, 2023 

Thank you for your interest in Term 1’s Encounter 

Junior Surf School.  We are excited to offer this 

program again with the support of Kombi Surf! 

Our surf school received a lot of interest in Term 

4 and was a huge success, with participants 

taking to the water and quickly learning surf 

skills.  

Please read the information below which 

outlines the conditions before booking.  

• Term 1 Surf School will be offered on Mondays 

4.00pm – 5.30pm. Spaces are limited, with 14 

places only.   

• All lessons are held at the 2nd Carpark, Surfer’s 

Parade Middleton and students should arrive 

10 mins prior to lessons to get their wetsuits on 

and surfboards (provided by Kombi Surf) 

organised. 

• The lessons will be offered to Years 2 – 6. Year 

2 students must have a parent or carer with 

them in the water to support them throughout 

all lessons (Kombi surf will supply a wetsuit free 

of charge for parents/carers). Years 3 - 6 will 

not need a parent in the water unless they 

choose to.  

• The program will start Term 1, Week 3 (From 

Monday 13 February) and run for 5 weeks.  

• Absence from lessons should be 

communicated with Kombi Surf via phone on 

0424 605 699 as soon as possible (preferably 

no less than 24 hours before the start of the 

lesson). Make up lessons will only be available 

when absence is due to illness or injury and 

communicated to Kombi Surf prior to the start 

of the missed lesson. Only 1 make up per 

surfer will be available and must be 

negotiated with Kombi Surf. 

• Lesson fees are $190 per participant for 5 

weeks, payable directly to Kombi Surf. Kombi 

Surf can also now accept the Government 

Sports Vouchers to redeem up to $100 in 

sporting fees. If you haven’t used yours this 

year, you can for the surf school! 



VICTOR HARBOR LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Blessing of the Backpacks 
As we start the new school year…  

Victor Harbor Lutheran church shares a unique partnership with 

Encounter Lutheran College. 

The Victor Harbor Lutheran Church worships every Sunday in 

the Lutheran Church Centre at 21a Adelaide Road Victor 

Harbor starting at 9.30am and continuing until approx 10.30am. 

The Church is just down the road  from Encounter Lutheran 

College opposite Victor Harbor Toyota.   

This Sunday 5th February at 9.30am, the Victor Harbor Lutheran 

Church invites staff and students from Encounter Lutheran 

College to bring their school bags to worship at the Victor 

Harbor Lutheran Church.  The worship will include an 

opportunity for students and staff to receive a special blessing 

and gift to mark the start of the new school year.   

Enquiries to Pastor Nigel  

nigel.rosenzweig@encounter.sa.edu.au  

mailto:nigel.rosenzweig@encounter.sa.edu.au


COMMUNITY NEWS 

 

Encounter Bay  

Cricket Club 

Registrations are live for our 

Woolworths Cricket Blast program! 

Cricket Blast is for kids aged 5-10 

and is the best way to introduce 

them to cricket. 

The Blast program will run at 

Encounter Bay Oval on Sunday 

mornings from 9.00am-10.00am for 6 

weeks, February 19th to March 26th. 

Registration is $75 and is eligible for 

sport vouchers. 

Register online today! 

www.playhq.com/cricket-australia/

register/3eabe8 

https://www.playhq.com/cricket-australia/register/3eabe8
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