
Embracing the Joys 
KELVIN GRIVELL | PRINCIPAL 

After navigating the first few weeks of 

2023 and steering past a few teething 

problems, we now find ourselves well 

and truly in routines and back into the 

swing of school once more.  This allows 

us to look further afield to what lies in 

store for the remainder of Term 1, 

which for me includes Night on the 

Green, Sports Day and the rich 

experiences of Year 6 and Year 8 

Camp. Although these 'big ticket 

items' understandably gain attention, 

sometimes it's the simple and small 

things which bring the greatest joy. 

The warm weather of this week has allowed me the precious 

privilege of heading into the yard at play times and grabbing a 

garden hose. After turning on the hose and waiting for the water to 

cool down, I've turned it to the sky and sprayed dozens of squealing 

kids to keep them cool and to send them off happily to the 

remainder of their lunch or recess. The looks on their faces are just 

amazing! Although I'm not always in the good books of a few 

teachers who don't like their students dripping into class, I figure it's a 

small price to pay for kids who are cool and happy to spring into the 

rest of their day. 

While there will be times throughout this year when days are far 

more challenging and onerous for a whole range of reasons, I 

believe it's so important to embrace the joys, to capture those 

special moments and to give thanks that we work alongside the 

young people of Encounter. 

Kelvin 
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TERM 1 | WEEK 4 

Tuesday 21st February 

◼ Shrove Tuesday Community 

Breakfast, 8.00am 

Wednesday 22nd February 

◼ Volunteer Training, 3.00pm 

Thursday 23rd February 

◼ Volunteer Training, 9.00am 

Friday 24th February 

◼ Night on the Green, 

4.00pm-8.00pm 

 

TERM 1 | WEEK 5 

Monday 27th February 

◼ Year 7 Camp (until 2nd March) 

◼ Volunteer Training, 3.30pm 

Tuesday 28th March 

Volunteer Training, 9.00am 

NAPLAN Practice Test 

F-2 Reading Workshop, 6pm 

Wednesday 1st March 

Foundation Parent Info, 6pm 

Thursday 2nd March 

◼ Swimming Carnival Strathalbyn 

Friday 3rd March 

◼ Clean Up Australia Day 

 

TERM 1 | WEEK 6 

Friday 10th March 

◼ Sports Day 

More at: www.encounter.sa.edu.au/calendar 



COLLEGE NEWS 

Staff Devotion | You are Special 

BEN CHESSER | INCLUSIVE LEARNING COORDINATOR F-6  

'But God never overlooks a single one. And he 

pays even greater attention to you, down to the 

last detail—even numbering the hairs on your 

head!' Luke 12:7 

The start of a new year sees teachers excitedly 

getting to know the students they will be 

spending the year ahead with and welcoming 

new students to the College. Building these 

relationships will guide the rest of the year. 

Teachers share with students about their 

experiences, families and adventures. Students 

share with teachers about their families, hobbies 

and dreams. Although this happens in different 

ways across the College, there is one consistent 

message we all hope our students receive: we 

want to know them because they are special. 

We see each student as special because that is 

how God sees them.  

In Max Lucado’s book 

‘You Are Special’ he 

uses wooden 

characters called 

‘Wemmicks’ and their 

maker Eli to illustrate 

how God sees his 

children. In the book, 

Eli explains to one 

Wemmick called 

Punchinello, ‘I think 

you are pretty special. Punchinello laughed, 

“Oh, me special? How can I be special? I can’t 

walk fast. I can’t jump. My paint is peeling. I 

make silly mistakes all the time and I am not a 

beautiful Wemmick like some of the others. How 

could I matter to you?” Eli looked at Punchinello 

and put his hands on those little wooden 

shoulders of his and spoke very slowly, “Because 

Punchinello… you are mine. That’s why you 

matter to me.” Punchinello had never had 

anyone look at him like this before or say 

anything so nice, much less his Maker! He didn’t 

know what to say! 

Ben 

 

 

Shrove Tuesday  

Community Breakfast 
We’re excited that our Shrove Tuesday 

community breakfast will be happening once 

again this year on Tuesday 21st February 

beginning at 8.00am outside of The Nest. 

We will once again be adding our own twist to 

the day by serving bacon and egg muffins, with 

gluten free options (as well as a small amount of 

pancakes). 

We hope to bring the true meaning of the day 

to light, rather than it simply being known as 

‘pancake day’. Everyone from our community 

is welcome, and we hope you can join us for 

the day as we come together before Lent 

begins. 

The Brew Box Coffee Van will also be available 

at the end of the front Kiss n Drop area for 

parents to purchase a coffee from 8.00am 

onwards. 

 #Jesusdidnteatpancakes #connect #belong 



JUNIOR SCHOOL NEWS 

 

 

Primary Years Programme 
TORI WEISS | HEAD OF JUNIOR SCHOOL 

In the Junior School at Encounter, as many of you 

would know, we are an IB school that offers the 

Primary Years Programme, which you will usually 

hear referred to as the PYP. Students also do the 

Middle Year Programme (MYP) in 7-9. It is a 

'transdisciplinary' curriculum framework that aims 

to offer learning experiences that are open-

ended and based on real-world contexts. The 

PYP is based on the premise that children aren't 

'empty vessels' to be filled with knowledge that 

teachers deem worthwhile, but instead, 

are partners in the learning process and are 

more than capable of being responsible for their 

own learning.  

We therefore approach most of our teaching 

and learning through a style of learning called 

'inquiry' which engages students to be active 

participants in their learning. You can read more 

about inquiry learning here: 

www.edutopia.org/blog/what-heck-inquiry-

based-learning-heather-wolpert-gawron 

A ‘transdisciplinary’ curriculum, simply means 

that our units 'transcend' the individual subject 

areas. Unlike other schools in the South Coast, 

that teach subjects in distinct subject areas, we 

look for ways to link them in ways that are 

meaningful for students. So instead of doing 

Science, HASS, Digital Technologies etc. we look 

at how we can organise the content of the 

Australian Curriculum into units that make sense 

to our students.  We do this through six 

transdisciplinary themes that are undertaken in 

every IB school across the world. These are called 

Units of Inquiry or UOI's.   

You will see on Seesaw, and hear your children 

talking about the following units: 

◼ Who we are 

◼ Where we are in place and time 

◼ How we express ourselves 

◼ How the world works 

◼ How we organize ourselves 

◼ Sharing the planet 

Students learn about different facets of these 

same 6 themes each year. Each year they build 

on their prior learning and focus on a different 

and increasingly complex lens as aligned with 

what is in the Australian Curriculum for each year 

level. 

An important part of the PYP is the opportunity 

for students to 'do something' with their 

learning.  Ideally, this will lead to them taking 

meaningful action in their community and the 

wider world, as a result of what they have 

learnt.   By responding to their learning in this 

way, we hope students become lifelong learners 

who thrive and make a difference in the world 

around them. They are our future after all!  

This does set us apart from other 'traditional' 

schools as we aren’t viewing subjects in isolation. 

Just as we would in the real world, we want 

students to utilise a range of disciplines as they 

learn. For example, we may be building their 

English skills to correctly write a procedure as 

they perform a scientific experiment, which they 

then record as a podcast. 

A way we can ensure the PYP provides rich and 

deep learning opportunities is through our 

parents. We want our students to hear first-hand 

from 'experts' about the units we’re learning 

about. We want our kids to see demonstrations, 

learn from guest speakers or even just see 

pictures of your work, home or hobbies. When 

we introduce a new unit to you on Seesaw and 

you think you could value add something to the 

unit, we’d love to hear from you! It is so much 

more engaging hearing from you, than reading 

things from a book or watching a clip on 

Youtube.  

If you want to learn more about the PYP, you 

can visit: www.ibo.org/programmes/primary-

years-programme/ 

Enjoy your week, 

Tori 

https://www.edutopia.org/blog/what-heck-inquiry-based-learning-heather-wolpert-gawron
https://www.edutopia.org/blog/what-heck-inquiry-based-learning-heather-wolpert-gawron
https://www.ibo.org/programmes/primary-years-programme/
https://www.ibo.org/programmes/primary-years-programme/
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Middle & Senior School Extra Curricular Activities 
Staff Member Activity Time and Room/Space 

Susie Lush 
Musical 

Monday after school and some Lunchtimes 

Jon Grear Monday after school 

Carolyn Hart Musical Monday after school Room 206/207 (Sometimes 214/5) 

Carolyn Hart/Emily Palmer Shine Band Friday Lunchtimes 

Carolyn Hart MS Band Friday Lunchtimes 

Hayley Kerrisk Musical Monday after school 

Elizabeth Bentley Musical Monday after school and some Lunchtimes 

Ryan Byrne Morning Shooting TBA 

Tim Britton 
Maths & Science Help Wednesday and Thursday Lunch Room 302 

John Davidson 

Mel O'Donnell English Help Friday Lunchtime in Room 205 

Tom Ling 
Surf Club Thursday 

Steve Manners 

Wellbeing Staff Wellbeing HUB MS Tuesday, SS Thursday - Wellbeing HUB 

Sarah Zadow Card/Board Games Club Lunchtimes Year 7 block above Wellbeing room. 

Rochelle Grenfell Book Club MS Thursday Lunchtime - NEST 

Jo Eastaff Textiles Group Wednesday Lunchtimes 

Troy Wegener Development Basketball program Thursday Lunchtimes 

Andrew Weiss 
Biology / Psychology Monday Lunchtimes - SS Lab 

Kalani Bates 

Jen Biscoe Sailing Wednesday after school 

Tim Wormald Lofi & Lit - Chill beats and reading/
writing help Monday Lunchtimes 

Yu Cameron Japanese Help Tuesday Lunchtimes Room 208 

Georgia Martin 
Amigurumi - tiny crochet toys (Chill 

music and learning a cute new 
craft) 

Thursday Lunchtimes - Art Room 

James Burrows Chess club Friday Lunch in 317 

Jesse McKinnon Sporting Activities Monday Lunchtimes on oval 

Michael Keough Youth Environmental Group Friday Lunch in 219 

Sam Dunbar Program shooting Wednesday Morning 7:45-8:20 

Dan Sawade Inklings: Tolkein Reading Club Thursday Lunch Heysen room 

Adam Pfeiffer Musical Props Students Invited when set design begins - See Mr. 
Pfeiffer to register interest 

Kristine Hancock Equestrian Coordinator Paperwork and rides on the block as organised 

Nyree Davis MS/SS Gardening Club Wednesday Lunchtimes 



MIDDLE & SENIOR SCHOOL NEWS 

 

 

Talkin' 'bout the car CAWASH! 

The CAWASH (Come And Work After School 

Hours) is on again for 2023. 45 minutes from 

3.15pm to 4.00pm, Monday to Thursday, gives 

Middle and Senior School students an 

opportunity to smash out some work before 

they go home.  A supervised time in room 203 is 

also an opportunity to ask questions and get 

help with subject matters and homework.  So 

join us after school while we are “Working at the 

CAWASH, yeah”, and if you smash it out, you 

won’t have any homework left to do at home! 

Marten Jak 

NEWS FROM NEST 

Library Bags are compulsory for 

Junior School students 

Our students are very fortunate to visit our 

school library (The Nest) each week and 

choose from an amazing collection of books for 

their research and/or free-choice.  

To prevent our valuable resources being water-

damaged or smothered in mashed banana in 

school bags, Junior school students are required 

to use a library bag.  Children can bring a bag 

of choice from home, or library bags can be 

purchased from our Uniform Shop.  These 

practical, water-proof bags come in an array of 

bright colours and are available for $10.50.  

Junior School Class Libraries 

Our College Board approved in the 2023 

budget, the purchase of up to $2,000 worth of 

books PER YEAR LEVEL for classroom libraries. 

These books have been selected by teachers 

and students, and will remain in classrooms. As 

you can imagine, $2,000 buys a lot of books 

and students have been very excited with the  

addition of these resources for their enjoyment 

and education.   

 



 

2023 Term Dates & Public Holidays 

Term 1 

◼ Public Holiday: Monday 13th March 2023 

◼ Good Friday: Friday 7th April 2023 

◼ Easter Monday: Monday 10th April 2023 

◼ Concludes Thursday 13th April 2023 

◼ Parent Teacher Interviews: Friday 14th April  

Term 2 

◼ Commences Monday 1st May 2023 

◼ Public Holiday: Monday 12th June 2023 

◼ Concludes Friday 30th June 2023 

Term 3 

◼ Commences Monday 24th July 2023 

◼ Concludes Friday 29th September 2023 

Term 4 

◼ Commences Monday 16th October 2023  

◼ Concludes Friday 8th December 2023 

COLLEGE NEWS 

NAPLAN Testing Dates 2023 

NAPLAN is the National Literacy and Numeracy 

Assessment that all Australian school students in 

Years 3, 5, 7 and 9 undertake each year.  It is 

the only nation-wide assessment in which all 

Australian students participate. 

The testing window this year is the 9 days 

between 15-27th March. The tests are all 

completed online (apart from Year 3 Writing). 

While we support students in being confident 

using the online system, we have a 

philosophical stance at Encounter in that we 

very intentionally, don't 'teach to the test'. 

NAPLAN provides us with one 'snapshot' that 

combined with other information, enables us to 

see whether or not our students are developing 

the Literacy and Numeracy skills necessary to 

provide the critical foundations for other 

learning. Both government and non-

government sectors have contributed to the 

development of NAPLAN materials.   

Results of NAPLAN are never interpreted in 

isolation but rather, used with all of our other 

school-based assessments and observations, to 

build a comprehensive picture of your child as 

a learner. 

If you are interested to see what NAPLAN looks 

like from your child's perspective, there is a 

Public Demonstration site available at the 

following link: www.nap.edu.au/naplan/public-

demonstration-site   

Parents do have the option to withdraw their 

children from NAPLAN. For some children, the 

stress of taking the test far outweighs any 

benefit. For other families, there is a 

philosophical objection they have with the test 

itself. If you would like to discuss the option of 

having your child withdrawn, please contact 

Ben Chesser (Junior School for Years 3 & 5) via 

ben.chesser@encounter.sa.edu.au or Jen 

Biscoe (Middle School for Years 7 & 9) via 

jen.biscoe@encounter.sa.edu.au.  

These teachers will provide you with the 

withdrawal forms necessary for students not 

sitting the test. 

Sports Day 2023 

With the addition of our brand new second oval 

on Block 69, we're excited that our Sports Day 

for 2023 will be held at Encounter Lutheran 

College on Friday 10th March. Stay tuned for 

more details as they are released.  



HOUSE CAPTAINS NEWS 

 

 

 

Junior School House Captains 
MATTHEW SULLIVAN & SOPHIE SCOTTON  | YILKI 

On Friday 9th February, the Junior and Senior 

House Captains went to Adelaide for a team 

building leaders day. First we went to the 

Central Markets where we were given a team 

challenge to buy recess for our group. What we 

bought needed to show some connection to 

our House group. For example, the Yilki group 

bought rocky road to symbolise all of the 

flavours coming together to create one big, 

sweet and tasty dessert. Just like all of the 

members of our group coming together to 

create something bigger and better. We then 

shared lunch together, choosing from some 

amazing foods at the market. After lunch, we 

went to Adventure Rooms on Rundle Mall. I 

liked the challenge of the escape rooms 

because it gave each House a chance to work 

together as a team to escape. This helped us 

learn how to work as a team which is important 

when we are planning and running House. We 

felt the whole day was a success because 

each thing that we did used teamwork, 

cooperation, listening and kindness. 

By Matthew Sullivan and Sophie Scotton  

(Yilki Junior School House Captains) 

House Leaders Training Day 
TRENT LEACH & EVE MCLACHLAN | YILKI 

Last Thursday the Senior and Junior School 

House Captains gathered together and got to 

know each other a bit better by completing 

teamwork challenges and teambuilding 

exercises. There were fun activities and 

friendships made. 

Above: House Leaders Training Day last Thursday 

Below: Team Building Leaders Day last Friday 



 

Food Trucks 
◼ Shaa-Koo-Tuh-

Ree: individual kids 

Shaa-Koo-Tuh-Ree 

cups, Dutch 

Pancake Bowls, 

and  pre order 

picnic boxes. 

◼ The Meal Hub: 

Pork Burgers and 

Nacho Bowls. 

◼ Cinders + Soul: 

BBQ Bowls.  

◼ Does Catering: Wood oven pizzas, Paella 

combo, Paella vegan, Hot chips, Soft serve 

ice cream, Milk shakes, Hot doughnuts.  

◼ Strawberries Galore: Strawberries Galore 

◼ Taste of Paradise: Açai Bowls, Smoothies, 

Overnight Oats, Chia Pudding.  

◼ The Brew Box: Coffee van 

◼ Wurst Haus: Encounter’s famous German 

Sausage stand thanks to our Year 5 & 6 team 

◼ Sushi: brought to you by our Year 10 team and 

The Meal Hub. 

Please note: Food and entertainment offerings may be subject to 

change up until the event. 

We’re counting down to Night on the Green! 
Night on the Green is one of favourite nights of 

the year, so when we couldn’t hold it in 2022, it 

just wasn’t the same. The great news is that it’s 

back for 2023 and it’s now just days away! 

Next Friday afternoon and evening, our College 

oval will come alive to sights, sounds and smells 

of a wonderful festive atmosphere. We’ll have 

something for everyone! Bring along a picnic 

blanket and enjoy a night of family 

entertainment, great food, wine & beer and 

community spirit! 

Encounter Stalls 
◼ Early Learning: Beaded Jewellery: bracelets, 

anklets and necklaces 

◼ Foundation & Year 1: Beauty Salon: 

facepainting, nails and coloured hair 

◼ Year 2: Spin the Wheel 

◼ Year 3: Lucky Dip and Lolly Bags 

◼ Year 4: Fruit Cups and a Fruity Photobooth 

◼ Year 5 & 6: Wurst Haus German Sausages 

◼ Year 7 & Wellbeing: Fidget Toys stand 

◼ Year 8 & 9: Softdrinks and water 

◼ Year 10: Sushi 

◼ Year 11 & 12 (Coorong/Granite/Rosetta/Yilki):  

Mini Golf, Games and Epic Human Foosball 

◼ Beer & Wine Stall: Relax and unwind at our 

beer and wine stand! 



 

Entertainment on the Green 

◼ The Amazing Drumming Monkeys: The 

Amazing Drumming Monkeys Show is one of 

Australia’s most popular children’s 

entertainment acts.  Based in Adelaide (South 

Australia), the “Monkeys” have performed 

thousands of shows all over Australia and 

internationally for the past 17 years.    

◼ Sunday Brunch Band: Friends and past 

students of Encounter Lutheran College, 

Sunday Brunch will be performing live on the 

Green at 7.15pm.  

◼ Encounter Music: Performances from students 

in Years 9-12 Music at Encounter. 

Amusements on the Green 
◼ Mini Golf 

◼ Epic Human Foosball 

◼ Dolphin Game 

The Amazing Drumming Monkeys: Live on stage at 5.00pm 

Potted with Love Plant Stall 

The ever popular potted plant stall 

will be returning thanks to the green 

thumbs from members of Victor 

Harbor Lutheran Church! Purchased 

some new plants for your garden, 

with all proceeds to Encounter 

Lutheran College! 



MUSIC NEWS 

 

 

Instrumental Music Tuition at Encounter 

Our wonderful instrumental music teachers have vacancies now for 

instruments including voice, guitar, bass guitar, piano, drums, trumpet, 

French horn and trombone.   

For more information about our instrumental music team, please 

contact for Junior School kym.koop@encounter.sa.edu.au  and for 

Middle & Senior School carolyn.hart@encounter.sa.edu.au  

Download a copy of the Instrumental Music Tuition brochure: 

www.encounter.sa.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/Music-

Instrumental-Tuition-brochure.pdf 

PRESCHOOL PROGRAMS 

Join us every Wednesday morning from 9.00am at 

Encounter Lutheran College! One of the changes this 

year is that we are now able to offer these sessions at 

no cost, so no bookings or payment will be required 

to attend – just turn up! Our Bush Kindy group will now 

also meet outside of The Nest near the creek area in 

the Junior School.  

Books Alive runs from 9.00am until 9.45am, every 

Thursday morning throughout the school term. 

Meet in The Nest at the Junior School. No 

payment or booking required, just turn up. All 

preschool-aged children are welcome to join us 

together with a parent. 

Find out more at: www.encounter.sa.edu.au/learning/play-learn-birth-to-4-years-2/ 

https://www.encounter.sa.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/Music-Instrumental-Tuition-brochure.pdf
https://www.encounter.sa.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/Music-Instrumental-Tuition-brochure.pdf
https://www.encounter.sa.edu.au/learning/play-learn-birth-to-4-years-2/


VICTOR HARBOR LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Like or follow the Victor Harbor Messy Church facebook page to stay up to date. 

www.facebook.com/victorharbormessychurch 
For more information email messychurch@victorlutheran.org  

or call The Victor Harbor Messy church office 08 85525380 

People of all ages are welcome. It is perfect for 

children and families who has never been to 

church before.  Arrive at the Lutheran Church 

Centre 21a Adelaide Rd Victor Harbor any time 

from 3.30pm.  

You can expect to find a diverse community 

with every child accompanied by an adult. 

When you arrive you will receive a friendly 

welcome and be invited to explore the ‘Messy 

Easter’ theme for the day through a wide range 

of fun and creative activities. Activities may 

include: craft, sporting games, food, science 

experiments and nature experiences just to 

name a few. This will be followed by a short 

celebration with a story, song and prayers. Our 

gathering will conclude with a simple family 

meal prepared and provided with love by our 

volunteer kitchen team for you to enjoy! You 

will be fed, satisfied and joyful and on your 

way home by 5.30pm.  

Messy Church is a perfect place to bring 

your children and grandchildren, enjoy 

quality family time and make new friends.  

The countdown has begun to the arrival of Messy Church in Victor Harbor. 

 Messy Church as a fun, family friendly gathering for all ages valuing 

hospitality, creativity and celebration. The first gathering will be on: 

Sunday 26th March from 3.30pm – 5.30pm 

http://www.facebook.com/victorharbormessychurch
mailto:messychurch@victorlutheran.org


PARENTS & FRIENDS 

 

2023 P&F Committee 

Congratulations to the newly elected P&F 

Committee following our AGM held on 

Monday night:  

• President: Kim Baker 

• Vice President: Mark Watters 

• Secretary: Brooke Fishlock 

• Treasurer: Ruth Ridley 

Special thanks to our outgoing committee 

members: Kylie Obst, Louise Cronin, Jennifer 

Zwar, Fiona Burrows.  

 

Sports Day Volunteers needed  

Sports Day is coming up again, and it’s time 

for a volunteer call-out for our biggest 

fundraising events of the year—Sports Day! 

This year, Sports Day will be held at the 

College. Timeslots are available for 30-60 

minutes for roles such as servers, BBQ chefs, 

or set-up and pack-up. For more 

information, contact Kim on 0468 416 388 or 

via the P&F Facebook group:  

www.facebook.com/groups/

ELCParentsandFriendsCommittee 

Volunteer orientation is required. Refer to 

the dates in the next column ➔ 

Volunteer Orientation Sessions 
Volunteers support the College through a wide 

variety of roles. We have some Orientation training 

sessions coming up at the following times: 

◼ Wednesday 22 February at 3.00pm 

◼ Thursday 23 February at 9.00am 

◼ Monday 27 February at 3.30pm 

◼ Tuesday 28 February at 9.00am 

Register online at:   
www.encounter.sa.edu.au/volunteer-with-us/ 

If the above session times do not suit you, contact 

Lauren McKee at people@encounter.sa.edu.au 

and we will arrange an additional timeslot for you. 

Please note: We no longer have a COVID-19 vaccination policy, so 

any restrictions based on vaccination status have now been removed.  

https://www.facebook.com/groups/ELCParentsandFriendsCommittee
https://www.facebook.com/groups/ELCParentsandFriendsCommittee
https://www.encounter.sa.edu.au/volunteer-with-us/
mailto:people@encounter.sa.edu.au


COMMUNITY NEWS 

including Jasmine 

Hutchinson (Year 7) 




