
Joys and Blessings 
KELVIN GRIVELL | PRINCIPAL 

Dear Encounter Families, 

As we approach the half way mark of 

Term 1, I encourage you to stop, 

pause and ponder the joys and 

blessings of the school year thus far.  

I’m sure you share my sense of the 

year being a whirlwind to this point, 

albeit with such celebration points as 

Night On the Green. What a night!  

With Sports Day close by and school 

camps happening and on the horizon, 

it’s easy to get caught up in the chaos 

of each moment, day and week without giving thanks for the little 

things.  

For me, it’s been squirting the hose on happy kids on hot days, 

greeting students each morning, welcoming new staff to our team 

and connecting with parents at various events and also each day. 

Often it’s the simple things. 

It may be personally, for your kids, as a family or on another level, 

but please do stop and reflect on the past weeks and recognise 

what has worked and also answer the question: ‘where to from 

here?’  

We’re only about nine weeks into 2023, but there’s so much to be 

excited about for all of us.  

Let’s notice it, be thankful and embrace the weeks ahead. 

Kelvin 
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TERM 1 | WEEK 6 

Monday 6th March 

◼ Foundation Vision Screening 

Tuesday 7th March 

◼ Year 7 Vision Screening 

◼ Years 9/10 Beach Volleyball 

Wednesday 8th March 

◼ Bush Kindy, 8.45am 

Thursday 9th March 

◼ Books Alive, 9.00am 

◼ Year 7/8 3x3 Basketball 

Friday 10th March 

◼ Sports Day 

 

TERM 1 | WEEK 7 

Monday 13th March 

◼ PUBLIC HOLIDAY: Adelaide Cup 

Wednesday 15th March 

◼ Prayer Breakfast, 8.45am 

◼ Bush Kindy, 8.45am 

◼ NAPLAN commences, 

Years 3, 5, 7, 9 (until 27/03) 

◼ Year 7 ICT Evening, 6.00pm 

Thursday 16th March 

◼ Books Alive, 9.00am 

Friday 17th March 

◼ Year 11/12 3x3 Basketball 

◼ Year 12 Formal, 6.00pm 

More at: www.encounter.sa.edu.au/calendar 



DEVOTION 

Staff Devotion | Your Sacred Self 

JO EASTAFF | ART TEACHER - MIDDLE & SENIOR SCHOOL 

In a mother’s womb were 

two babies. One asked the 

other: “Do you believe in 

life after delivery?” The 

other replied, “Why, of 

course. There has to be 

something after delivery. 

Maybe we are here to 

prepare ourselves for what 

we will be later.” 

“Nonsense,” said the first. “There is no life after 

delivery. What kind of life would that be?” 

The second said, “I don’t know, but there will be 

more light than here. Maybe we will walk with 

our legs and eat from our mouths. Maybe we will 

have other senses that we can’t understand 

now.” 

The first replied, “That is absurd. Walking is 

impossible. And eating with our mouths? 

Ridiculous! The umbilical cord supplies nutrition 

and everything we need. But the umbilical cord 

is so short. Life after delivery is to be logically 

excluded.” 

The second insisted, “Well I think there is 

something and maybe it’s different than it is 

here. Maybe we won’t need this physical cord 

anymore.” 

The first replied, “Nonsense. And moreover, if 

there is life, then why has no one ever come 

back from there? Delivery is the end of life, and 

in the after-delivery, there is nothing but darkness 

and silence and oblivion. It takes us nowhere.” 

“Well, I don’t know,” said the second, “but 

certainly we will meet Mother and she will take 

care of us.” 

The first replied “Mother? You actually believe in 

Mother? That’s laughable. If Mother exists then 

where is She now?” 

The second said, “She is all around us. We are 

surrounded by her. We are of Her. It is in Her that 

we live. Without Her, this world would not and 

could not exist.” 

Said the first: “Well I don’t see Her, so it is only 

logical that She doesn’t exist.” 

To which the second replied, “Sometimes, when 

you’re in silence and you focus and listen, you 

can perceive Her presence, and you can hear 

Her loving voice, calling down from above.” 

Maybe this was one of the best explanations of 

the concept of GOD. 

– This beautiful parable is from, 

" Your Sacred Self ", by Dr. Wayne Dyer. 

Jo 

Encounter Prayer Breakfast 

All parents and friends of the College are 

welcome to join us for our second regular Prayer 

Breakfast to be held in the Staff Lounge at 

Encounter Lutheran College on Wednesday 15th 

March from 8.45am until 9.30am. 

This will be an informal opportunity to pray 

together for our College community, and for our 

2023 theme of "Hope". 

Light refreshments will be available upon arrival, 

concluding with tea and coffee at the end of 

the Prayer Breakfast. 

For catering purposes, please RSVP via the 

following link and indicate your complimentary 

hot beverage preference. 

RSVP: https://forms.office.com/r/khq9bQvSiS  

by Tuesday 14 March. 

https://forms.office.com/r/khq9bQvSiS
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Opportunities & Experiences  
PENNY MCKENZIE | HEAD OF MIDDLE & SENIOR SCHOOL 

Here we are, already at the end of Week 5! Our 

year is in full swing, with Year 7 camp this week, 

Sports Day preparations well underway and our 

Year 12 students preparing excitedly for their 

Formal at Blues Restaurant later in the term.  

Whilst it is very busy, after the events of the past 

few years we fully appreciate these opportunities 

to be able to offer these milestones for our 

students. We are grateful for the Encounter 

community and the opportunity to share these 

celebrations with you. We are especially grateful 

to be able to offer extracurricular camp 

experiences for our young people. Developing 

skills such as personal organisation, self-

awareness, team building, and resilience are all 

critical skills for the emerging future. The 2020 

Report of the Review of Senior Secondary 

Pathways into Work, further Education and 

Training recognises the range of skills and 

attributes young people need to thrive in a 

changing work world, including those gained 

from experiences outside the classroom. 

Our camps are intentionally planned to provide 

students with the opportunity to continue to 

develop these skills and capabilities, and they 

form an integral part of our curriculum. 

 This year we are also providing our Senior 

students with camp opportunities beyond the 

curriculum; including our Central Australia Camp 

in Term 2, the New Zealand Ski Trip also in Term 2, 

and the Japan Trip in Term 4.  

If you would like further information about these 

opportunities, please contact the College 

administration. 

I look forwarding to seeing as many of you as 

possible on Sports Day next week. Go YILKI!! 

Penny 

Ntaria Trip 2018  Japan Trip 2019  Ski Trip 2016 
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travel and try different restaurants – we are 

spoiled to live in such a beautiful region and we 

like to make the most of it!  

What is your favourite place that you have ever 

visited and why? Prague – I have a Czech 

brother-in-law and his homeland is the most 

overwhelmingly beautiful place I have ever 

visited. 

What is one fun fact / something you may not 

know about me: I am also a qualified remedial 

massage therapist. 

What are some words of wisdom you would like 

to pass on to current students? It’s a waste of 

energy to focus on being better than others, and 

it’s an investment of energy to focus on being 

better to others.  

Introducing Kym Koop 
What is your role at Encounter: Junior School  

Performing Arts Teacher (Music, Drama and 

Dance), Performing Arts Co-ordinator F-6, 

Performance Co-ordinator F-6 

What is the favourite thing about your job? Being 

part of a wonderful team and community 

What drew you to Encounter Lutheran College? 

Four years ago I began teaching voice at 

Encounter because I had it on good authority 

(my husband!) that it was a wonderful place to 

serve. 

What were you doing before coming to 

Encounter? Teaching voice in various schools 

and other places, running choirs, being a session 

musician, working on musicals, university 

lecturing, lots of things! But always hoping one 

day to plant my feet in one place and feel at 

home. 

What were your first impressions of Encounter 

Lutheran College? There is an authenticity and 

incredible generosity of spirit among staff, 

students and the wider community. Also, there is 

real coffee! 

Describe yourself in three words:  Loving, 

hopeful, cheeky 

What do you do for fun or relaxation? Time with 

my family (husband Josh and 10yo son, Mylo) is 

very restorative for me and we love to hang out 

at home, but we also see performances and 

Volunteer Orientation  

Volunteers support the College through a wide 

variety of roles. If you have been unable to 

attend a recent Volunteer Orientation Session, 

please contact Lauren McKee at 

people@encounter.sa.edu.au and we will 

arrange an additional timeslot for you. 

Further information is available at:   

www.encounter.sa.edu.au/volunteer-with-us/ 

Please note: We no longer have a COVID-19 vaccination 

policy, so any restrictions based on vaccination status have 

now been removed.  

Free Online Parenting Workshop 
The Resilient Parent with Dr Justin Coulson 

Thursday 9th March, 

7.30pm (ACDT)  

(30-minute LIVE 

webinar PLUS 7-day 

recording access).  

To find out more or to register, go to: https://

happyfamiliesfamilyeducation.ac-page.com/

the-resilient-parent 

mailto:people@encounter.sa.edu.au
https://www.encounter.sa.edu.au/volunteer-with-us/
https://happyfamiliesfamilyeducation.ac-page.com/the-resilient-parent
https://happyfamiliesfamilyeducation.ac-page.com/the-resilient-parent
https://happyfamiliesfamilyeducation.ac-page.com/the-resilient-parent
https://happyfamiliesfamilyeducation.ac-page.com/the-resilient-parent
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Night on the Green 2023 
Oh what a night it was for Night on the Green 

2023! After a very hot and windy start to the day, 

we were incredibly blessed with the most 

beautiful of evenings as our College community 

came together last Friday night to celebrate, 

connect, relax and enjoy a wonderful evening 

together!  

Thank you to all of our families who came along 

and supported the night, and also to the many 

stall holders, food vendors and entertainment 

acts for partnering with us.  

Thank you to: 

Our entertainment acts: Encounter music 

students, Sunday Brunch Band, The Amazing 

Drumming Monkeys. 

Our stall holders: Encounter staff and students, 

Victor Harbor Lutheran Church (Plant Stall), 

Format Clothing Attire (Jamar Scarvelis). 

Our food vendors: Cinders + Soul, Billy Dohnt 

Does Catering, The Meal Hub, Shaa Koo Tuh Ree, 

Strawberries Galore, The Brew Box. 

We can't wait for 2024! 
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SPORTS DAY 2023 

the House teachers. Students need to remain in 

their House tent until the official opening. All 

student bags are to be stored in House tents. 

Lockers will be closed for the day. 

TRANSPORT & COLLECTION TIMES 

Buses 

Please note that there will be NO DECDs 

connecting buses operating on this day due to 

due to VHPS & VHHS having a Student Free Day 

(this includes the Hindmarsh Valley, Inman 

Valley, Waitpinga buses). Please note, you will 

need to make alternative arrangements if your 

child travels on the DECDs buses. We apologise 

for the short notice and subsequent 

inconvenience; however, we have only just 

been made aware of this situation. 

All Link SA buses will run as per normal, with 

students being dropped off and picked up from 

Encounter Lutheran College, but there will be 

no connecting buses. Link SA bus students will 

be dismissed by 2.55pm from the bottom oval.  

Foundation 

Sports Day is usually a very tiring day for our 

Foundation students.  Therefore, lunch will be 

from 12.00pm and they may be collected from 

12.30pm, from their classroom.  For parents 

unable to collect their children earlier, quiet 

activities will be set up in the classrooms for 

students to go on with.  

Junior & Middle/Senior School  

Students will be dismissed from the bottom oval 

by 3.05pm and may be collected as per a 

normal school day.  

OSHC 

Before and after school OSHC will run as normal. 

Students attending OSHC in the morning will be 

walked to the classrooms by OSHC staff so they 

can have their morning attendance recorded. 

CAR PARKS 

Parents and students will be able to park in the 

front and rear College car parks.  Please leave 

the Adelaide Road carpark free for staff. 

Sports Day 2023 

Sports Day 2023 is being held on Friday 10th 

March at Encounter Lutheran College. Students 

are to arrive at the College from 8.20am in 

readiness for the official opening at 8.40am.  

Students that have signed up for the 1500m are 

asked to be at the bottom oval ready for a 

7.45am start. 

In order to accommodate more track and field 

events this year, we have introduced a Pre-

Sports Day program for Years 7-12. Students will 

sign up for these events as normal during Home 

Class. These will be conducted on Wednesday 

8th March (please refer to the program). 

ATTENDANCE 

Junior School 

All Junior School students should go straight to 

their classroom at 8.20am. Attendance will be 

taken at their classroom, and their teacher will 

then walk the students to their House tents on 

the bottom oval for the official opening at 

8.40am.   

Middle and Senior School (Year 7 – Open) 

Middle/Senior School students are asked to 

arrive and go straight to their House tent on the 

bottom oval where they will sign in with one of 
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RECESS & LUNCH  

Students are to either bring or purchase their 

own recess, lunch, College hat and plenty of 

water for the day. The Foundation to Year 3 

Sports Day Program has scheduled breaks. 

Older year levels will have time throughout the 

morning for recess.  Please refer to the program. 

There will be a range of food available for 

purchase on the day, including: 

◼ Parents & Friends – sausages, soft drinks, juice 

boxes and baked goods. 

◼ Meal Hub - little pizzas, ham and cheese 

croissants, sushi, and drinks 

◼ Year 12 Food & Hospitality class – Brekky 

burgers and Bircher muesli cups. 

◼ Brew Box – coffee van 

Junior School students have the opportunity to 

pre-order before the day. Orders can be 

placed online with pre-orders closing at 9.00am 

on Monday  6th March. To place your order, go 

to: www.trybooking.com/CGLCF.  

Middle/Senior School students will be able to 

purchase sausages from the BBQ area on the 

day during break times.  

SEATING 

Please feel free to bring your own seating or 

picnic blankets. 

PARENT VOLUNTEERS (F-6) 

This year we are once again able to seek 

parent volunteers (who have completed their 

volunteer orientation) to assist where they can 

in the Year F-6 groups. For each of the 

timetabled events, these marshals will assist with 

measuring, raking, collecting projectiles and 

supporting teachers so the program runs to the 

allocated times. 

We are specifically asking for parents to support 

these groups (with teachers) from 9.00am - 

2.00pm.  If you would like help, please identify 

which group you would like to assist on the day 

by adding your details to the following online 

form by Monday 6th March.   

F-6 Volunteer Signup Form: https://

forms.office.com/r/Y6x8wreZeZ  

SPORTS DAY MAP 

EVENT SCHEDULE 

Download a copy of the event schedule and 

information via the following link:  

www.encounter.sa.edu.au/wp-content/

uploads/2023/03/Sports-Day-2023.pdf 

If you have any questions about Sports Day 

please feel welcome to email your child’s class 

or homeroom teacher. Alternatively, you can al-

so email the PE staff below.  

Thank you for your help and support,  

Sports Day Team:  

◼ Troy Wegener: 

troy.wegener@encounter.sa.edu.au    

◼ Leah Reid: leah.reid@encounter.sa.edu.au 

https://www.trybooking.com/CGLCF
https://www.encounter.sa.edu.au/volunteer-with-us/
https://www.encounter.sa.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/Sports-Day-2023.pdf
https://www.encounter.sa.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/Sports-Day-2023.pdf
https://forms.office.com/r/Y6x8wreZeZ
https://forms.office.com/r/Y6x8wreZeZ
https://www.encounter.sa.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/Sports-Day-2023.pdf
https://www.encounter.sa.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/Sports-Day-2023.pdf
mailto:troy.wegener@encounter.sa.edu.au
mailto:leah.reid@encounter.sa.edu.au
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Rosetta House Captains Update 
TYLER, BELLA, DAISY AND LOUIS | ROSETTA 

On Friday 17th February, we held our first House 

for 2023. During this time our new Junior School 

and Senior School captains were introduced to 

their fellow House members during a time of 

sharing and getting to know one another. 

Shrove Tuesday was a wonderful event for our 

Encounter community, it was great to see so 

many friendly faces here at school bright and 

early to come together and acknowledge the 

beginning of Lent. A big thankyou to all the 

volunteers who made this morning possible. 

Coming up in House this week, we will be out on 

the oval participating in fun activities and games 

in preparation for Sports Day on Friday 10th 

March. We look forward to seeing everyone 

enjoying this time and getting into the spirit for 

Sports Day the following week. 

We hope that you all are as excited as we are. 

The Rosetta House Captains, Tyler, Bella, Daisy 

and Louis 

PARENTS & FRIENDS 

Sports Day Volunteers needed  

Sports Day is coming up again, and it’s time for a 

volunteer call-out for our biggest fundraising events of 

the year—Sports Day! 

This year, Sports Day will be held at the College. 

Timeslots are available for 30-60 minutes for roles such 

as servers, BBQ chefs, or set-up and pack-up. For 

more information, contact Kim on 0468 416 388 or via 

the P&F Facebook group:  www.facebook.com/

groups/ELCParentsandFriendsCommittee 

Volunteer orientation is required.  

Next P&F Meeting 

The next Parents and Friends meeting will be held on 

Monday 27th March at 6.00pm in the Staff Lounge. 

Everyone welcome! 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/ELCParentsandFriendsCommittee
https://www.facebook.com/groups/ELCParentsandFriendsCommittee


VICTOR HARBOR LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Like or follow the Victor Harbor Messy Church facebook page to stay up to date. 

www.facebook.com/victorharbormessychurch 

The countdown continues to the arrival of Messy 

Church in Victor Harbor! The first gathering will 

be on Sunday 26th March from 3.30pm – 

5.30pm. 

Messy Church is a fun, family friendly gathering 

for all ages valuing hospitality, creativity and 

celebration. People of all ages are welcome. It 

is perfect for children and families who have 

never been to church before.  Arrive at the 

Lutheran Church Centre 21a Adelaide Road 

Victor Harbor any time from 3.30pm.  

You can expect to find a diverse community 

with every child accompanied by an adult. 

When you arrive you will receive a friendly 

welcome and be invited to explore the ‘Messy 

Easter’ theme for the day through a wide range 

of fun and creative activities. Activities may 

include: craft, sporting games, food, science 

experiments and nature experiences just to 

name a few. This will be followed by a short 

celebration with a story, song and prayers. Our 

gathering will conclude with a simple family 

meal prepared and provided with love by our 

volunteer kitchen team for you to enjoy! You will 

be fed, satisfied and joyful and on your way 

home by 5.30pm.  

Messy Church is a perfect place to bring your 

children and grandchildren, enjoy quality family 

time and make new friends.  

http://www.facebook.com/victorharbormessychurch
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