
Learners and Learning 
KELVIN GRIVELL | PRINCIPAL 

Dear Encounter Families, 

For those of you who were able to join 

us last Friday for Sports Day: thank you! 

It was a wonderful day, it was great to 

have it back 'at home' and the 

examples of team spirit and support 

for one another were so special to see 

first-hand. 

A couple of weeks ago I was invited to 

head to Brisbane to join an 

educational advisory group from 

Lutheran schools across Australia. A 

team has been working to develop a 

new document for learners and learning that will be relevant for all 

of our schools.  

Although there will be much more detail to the final published 

document, the four aspirational pillars are for learners in all schools 

to be purposeful, compassionate, adventurous and relational. I 

wonder if some or of these are particularly compelling for you. I also 

wonder if you can recognise the context of school and the 

workforce of the future and see how relevant each of these are and 

will continue to be. 

One of the most valuable aspects of being one of 140 Lutheran 

learning communities across Australian is our sense of unity and 

system. There are great minds and hearts working in a common 

direction and I'm glad all of us at Encounter will have the 

opportunity to be inspired to see learning from a new perspective.  

Kelvin 
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TERM 1 | WEEK 7 

Friday 17th March 

◼ Year 12 Formal, 6.00pm at 

Blues Restaurant, Middleton 

 

TERM 1 | WEEK 8 

Monday 20th March 

◼ NAPLAN continues (until 27/03) 

◼ Junior School Swimming Lessons 

commence (until 06/04) 

Tuesday 21st March 

◼ Year 11/12 Beach Volleyball 

Wednesday 22nd March 

◼ Bush Kindy, 8.45am 

◼ Year 3/4 Author Zoom Session 

◼ Year 11 Stage 1 Drama 

Production Evening 

Thursday 23rd March 

◼ Books Alive, 9.00am 

Friday 24th March 

◼ Surfing Championships 

 

TERM 1 | WEEK 9 

Monday 27th March 

◼ P&F General Meeting, 6.00pm 

Tuesday 28th March 

◼ Year 6 Camp (until Friday) 

Friday 31st March 

◼ House Day (Sports Uniform) 

More at: www.encounter.sa.edu.au/calendar 



DEVOTION 

Encourage One Another 

YU CAMERON | MIDDLE & SENIOR SCHOOL TEACHER 

“Encourage one another and build each 

other up, just as in fact you are doing”. 

- 1 Thessalonians 5:11 

Sports Day is one of my favourite days on the 

school calendar. It is a day where we, as College 

community, come together and celebrate what 

our students can do outside of the four walls of a 

classroom. Many of our students love the day, 

trying their best in events, helping staff and doing 

what they can on the day for House pride and 

points. However, I also acknowledge that Sports 

Day can be daunting for many students. It is a 

day where they may feel they are forced into 

doing things they do not want to, or pushed out 

of their comfort zone. I feel at Encounter, even 

those who do not love Sports Day still get 

involved as part of their House, and celebrate 

others success. Throughout the day, I often have 

students tell me how they got involved by 

encouraging others, helping staff and lifting 

others spirit. The energy and enthusiasm the 

students show on this day is always very 

infectious. I am always amazed and so proud of 

the level of encouragement displayed 

throughout the day from students and staff. I can 

honestly say, I have never been to a school 

where House spirit shines through like it does 

here. It is always so heart-warming to see our 

Middle and Senior students cheering on their 

younger peers and supporting the Junior School. 

They demonstrate what it truly means to be a 

supportive compassionate environment 

community. It’s a reminder that we are all in this 

together, and we need to lift each other up.  

At Encounter, staff and student encouragement 

is not limited to sports day. Every day you see 

staff supporting other staff and students, and 

students supporting staff and other students.  I 

believe Encounter has built a wonderful culture 

of support and encouragement. I pray that even 

when students leave Encounter, they continue 

encouraging one and other and build each 

other up.  

Yu 

 

A Year of Hope 

At Encounter Lutheran College, we are focussing 

on the theme of HOPE across 2023. As an 

inspirational way to start your week, we'd like to 

share with you a hopeful verse or quote to carry 

you throughout the coming week. 

If you have a photo from across our local region that 

you would be happy to share with us, or a favourite 

verse or quote on Hope, we invite you to email it to 

us at: communications@encounter.sa.edu.au  

Prayer Breakfast Diary Dates 

Prayer Breakfasts will continue to be held 

once per term and open to all members of 

our Encounter and wider local community.  

Upcoming dates for the remainder of 2023 

are as follows: 

◼ Term 2 - Thursday 8th June, 8.45am 

◼ Term 3 - Wednesday 23rd August, 8.45am 

◼ Term 4 - Tuesday 21st November, 8.45am 

The mornings commence at 8.45am with 

refreshments in the Staff Lounge, and 

concludes with coffee by 9.30am.  

mailto:communications@encounter.sa.edu.au
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Benefits of Outdoor Time 
TORI WEISS | HEAD OF JUNIOR SCHOOL 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

What a wonderful day we had here at Encounter 

last Friday celebrating Sports Day.   

This annual event is eagerly anticipated by many 

of our students and the benefits of participating 

in a College event such as this one, extend 

beyond the actual day itself and can be applied 

to domains other than the most obvious 'physical' 

one.   

In the lead up to Sports Day, as well as on the 

day, students have had the opportunity to work 

together with their peers, practice self-regulation, 

patience and perseverance as well as exercise 

self-control when things don't go according to 

plan.  It is a valuable ‘real world’ opportunity to 

build resilience when things don’t go well. 

Speaking of resilience, another way we go about 

intentionally building resilience is starting each 

day outside the classroom. This can be in the 

form of a walk around the wetlands, time in 

Block 69 or in the nature space just outside the 

Junior School. This is never time wasted, and 

presents another opportunity to both build 

resilience, which is critical for your child’s mental 

and emotional wellbeing.  It helps them cope 

with and adapt to, challenging situations such as 

stress, trauma or change.  It also calms their pre-

frontal cortex and gets them in the optimal 

learning zone.    

Other benefits of this outdoor time includes:  

Encouraging risk-taking: Outdoor play 

encourages children to take risks, which can help 

them learn how to overcome fear and develop 

problem-solving skills. This too, can help them 

build confidence and resilience. 

Building social skills: Outdoor play and nature 

experiences can provide opportunities for 

children to interact with others and build social 

skills. This can help them develop friendships, 

empathy, and communication skills, which are all 

important for building resilience. 

Promoting physical health: Spending time 

outdoors and engaging in physical activities can 

help children develop physical strength and 

endurance, which can help them cope with 

stress and other challenges. 

Encouraging curiosity and creativity: Nature play 

can stimulate a child's imagination and curiosity, 

which can help them develop a sense of 

wonder and optimism. This can help them build 

resilience and cope with challenges. 

Providing a sense of connection: Outdoor 

learning experiences can help children develop 

a sense of connection to the natural world, 

which can promote a sense of calm and well-

being. This can help them build resilience and 

cope with stress.  

 



 

STAFF PROFILE 

 

  

 

Introducing Chelsea Zitterbart 
My name is Chelsea Zitterbart. 

I am currently a Year 4 teacher and my favourite thing about 

my role is that I get to work alongside students, helping them 

make connections to their learning.  

What drew me to Encounter Lutheran College was the strong 

sense of community and belonging that I had heard about 

within the Victor Harbor community. 

Before I worked at Encounter Lutheran College, I was teaching 

at Tyndale Christian School at Strathalbyn. 

My first impressions of Encounter Lutheran College was the 

passion that all staff expressed about their role at the College.  

When I went to Encounter Lutheran School as a primary 

student, I was in Coorong.  

For fun, I enjoy taking my three dogs, Bugsy, Hero and Sage, for walks.  

To describe myself in three words, I would use: indecisive, organised and chocoholic.  

My favourite place that I have visited was Rome, I loved all things gnocchi and gelato, and I 

cannot wait to travel back there this year.  

My favourite bible verse is 1 John 4:18, “Let perfect love cast out fear”.  



SPORTS DAY 

 

 

Sports Day 2023 
Sports Day was a special occasion this year as 

we returned back to holding the event at the 

College since 2013, due to the addition of our 

new sports field on Block 69. 

While the various sports on offer were the reason 

for the day, it was also wonderful for our College 

families to come together to celebrate this 

special occasion. 

A big thank you to the many parent volunteers 

who made this day possible. From our Parents 

and Friends Barbecue volunteers, to our Grateful 

Grandies and Friends for the delicious cakes stall, 

to all of our parents who assisted with many of 

the Junior School events on the day. 

OVERALL HOUSE RESULTS 

First Place (1,576 points) ........................ Yilki House 

Second Place (1,399 points) ......... Rosetta House 

Third Place (1,373 points) ............. Coorong House 

Fourth Place (1,297 points) ............ Granite House 

2023 AGE CHAMPIONS 

Year 7 Boys ........................................ Hudson Egan 

Year 7 Girls ............................................ Elise Britton 

Year 8 Boys .............................................. Tyler Glass 

Year 8 Girls .................................. Tempany Hames 

Year 9 Boys .......................................... Brodie Cross 

Year 9 Girls ....................................... Grace Rogers 

Year 10 Boys .......................................... Cody Drury 

Year 10 Girls ......................................... Karly Wood 

Open Boys ................................... Charlie Humphris 

Open Girls ................................................ Lily Baxter 

COMPETITION AGE GROUP STUDENT RECORD 

100 M Run Year 8 Girls HAMES Tempany 00:13.85 

100 M Run Year 9 Girls ROGERS Grace 00:14.11 

100 M Run Open Girls BAXTER Lily 00:14.83 

1500 M Run Year 7 Boys EGAN Hudson 05:39.00 

1500 M Run Year 7 Girls ROGERS Kate 06:12.00 

1500 M Run Year 8 Boys HOOD Caleb 05:40.34 

1500 M Run Year 9 Boys WEATHERILL Blair 05:46.00 

1500 M Run Year 9 Girls ROGERS Grace 05:42.00 

1500 M Run Year 10 Girls WOOD Karly 07:22.75 

1500 M Run Open Boys MCCREANOR Tyler 05:00.30 

200 M Run Open Boys WILCOCK Harry 00:24.57 

400 M Run Year 7 Girls SMITH Amy 01:14.33 

400 M Run Year 8 Girls HAMES Tempany 01:08.19 

400 M Run Year 9 Boys WHITE Eli 00:59.62 

400 M Run Open Boys WILCOCK Harry 00:57.09 

80 M Hurdles Year 7 Girls NOTTLE Sofia 00:15.39 

80 M Hurdles Year 9 Boys FEHRMANN Elliot 00:13.71 

80 M Hurdles Year 9 Girls ROGERS Grace 00:14.03 

Discus Year 8 Boys GLASS Tyler 26.73 

Discus Open Girls BAXTER Lily 25.85 

High Jump Year 7 Boys WILSON Alec 1.48 

High Jump Year 7 Girls CLEGGETT Leila 1.26 

High Jump Year 8 Girls HAMES Tempany 1.48 

High Jump Year 9 Girls WELK Molly 1.37 

High Jump Open Boys HUMPHRIS Charlie 1.8 

High Jump Open Girls BAXTER Lily 1.45 

Javelin Year 7 Boys EGAN Hudson 21.97 

Javelin Year 8 Boys STRINGER Levi 27.14 

Javelin Year 9 Girls WELK Molly 19.2 

Long Jump Year 8 Boys GLASS Tyler 4.74 

Long Jump Year 8 Girls HAMES Tempany 4.49 

Long Jump Year 9 Girls ROGERS Grace 4.03 

Long Jump Open Boys WILCOCK Harry 5.62 

Long Jump Open Girls MANUEL Jade 4.09 

Shot Putt Year 8 Boys MILLS Riley 11.47 

Shot Putt Year 9 Boys CROSS Brodie 10.94 

Shot Putt Year 9 Girls WELK Molly 7.77 

Triple Jump Year 8 Boys GLASS Tyler 10.01 

Triple Jump Year 8 Girls HAMES Tempany 9.95 

Triple Jump Year 9 Girls ROGERS Grace 8.48 

Triple Jump Open Boys HUMPHRIS Charlie 11.14 

SPORTS DAY COLLEGE RECORDS 2023 
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HOUSE UPDATE 

The Borgas Shield 

The Borgas Shield (named after the founding 

principal of Encounter, Neil Borgas) is awarded 

at the end of the school year to the House team 

that has accrued the most points from all House 

related activities and competitions.  

The last three years has seen the Borgas Shield sit 

idly in the display case due to the impact of 

COVID on House events, but we are very excited 

to be able to bring this important part of our 

College's history back. The last winner of the 

Borgas Shield was Rosetta back in 2019. 

Points for the Borgas Shield are awarded as 

follows: 10 points for first place, 8 points for 

second place, 6 points for third place and 4 

points for fourth place. All House related 

activities/competitions contribute to the Borgas 

Shield which include Pre-Sports Day events, 

Sports Day, Encounter Quest (team reading quiz 

in the Nest) and a range of lunchtime challenges 

(e.g. Table Tennis comp, debating comp, 

Theatre sports etc). The current standings for the 

Borgas Shield are:  

◼ Granite - 54 points 

◼ Rosetta - 52 points 

◼ Coorong - 50 points 

◼ Yilki - 44 points  

Stay tuned for regular 

updates on the Borgas 

Shield points tally and all 

the fun activities and 

events that are to come in 

House.  

The House Coordinator Team  

Susie Lush (Rosetta), Justin Riggs (Granite), 

Josh Koop (Coorong) and Michael Keough (Yilki) 

You’ve got mail! 

A reminder to check your Spam or Junk email 

folder. Sometimes emails sent from the College 

will finish up in these folders. To ensure that you 

don't miss any important communication, 

please remember to check these email folders 

regularly, whitelist or mark any emails from 

@encounter.sa.edu.au as a safe sender.  

Book Club Orders 

A reminder to Junior School families that 

Book Club orders need to be in by Monday 

27th March.  

Did you know? 

Encounter’s GPS Café is open before every 

Junior School Shine from 8.40am until 9.00pm.  If 

you’re heading in to join us at Shine, why not 

grab a great coffee before-hand! The Café is 

located near the entrance of the Kondole, 

closest to the rear car park. 
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Author Visit: Kate & Jol Temple 

Wow!  Our Year 1, 2, 5 and 6 classes were so lucky 

to receive a visit from Sydney authors Kate and 

Jol Temple, who took time out from their 

commitments at Adelaide Writer’s Festival to visit 

Encounter last week.    

Kate and Jol shared their inspiration for writing 

picture books such as ‘Bin Chicken’ and also the 

very popular junior fiction series ‘The 

Underdogs’.   Both students and staff were 

laughing out loud as a giant inflatable ibis was 

passed around the library, and children 

participated in various fun activities with Kate and 

Jol.  Our students learned valuable writing tips 

and felt very inspired by their visit.  



VICTOR HARBOR LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Volunteer Orientation  

Volunteers support the College through a wide 

variety of roles. If you have been unable to 

attend a recent Volunteer Orientation Session, 

please contact Lauren McKee at 

people@encounter.sa.edu.au and we will 

arrange an additional timeslot for you. 

Further information is available at:   

www.encounter.sa.edu.au/volunteer-with-us/ 

Please note: We no longer have a COVID-19 

vaccination policy, so any restrictions based on 

vaccination status have now been removed.  

PARENTS & FRIENDS 

Next P&F Meeting 

The next Parents and Friends meeting will be held 

on Monday 27th March at 6.00pm in the Staff 

Lounge. Everyone welcome! 

Stay up to date 

◼ P&F Email List: Click Here to subscribe 

◼ P&F Facebook: www.facebook.com/groups/

ELCParentsandFriendsCommittee 

◼ Email: encounterlutherancollegepandf@gmail.com  

mailto:people@encounter.sa.edu.au
https://www.encounter.sa.edu.au/volunteer-with-us/
https://facebook.us7.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=212596a021f3f6257b06dc253&id=7b34eec193
https://www.facebook.com/groups/ELCParentsandFriendsCommittee
https://www.facebook.com/groups/ELCParentsandFriendsCommittee
mailto:encounterlutherancollegepandf@gmail.com


COMMUNITY NEWS 

Recruiting now!  
Volunteer Youth Leaders 

and Youth Team 

Members 

Do you want to support young people who are 

community-minded with an interest in first aid? 

The St John SA Victor Harbor Youth Team is 

looking for people aged over 18 years to 

become youth leaders to support St John youth 

members and new recruits. 

While learning first aid and vital lifesaving skills 

themselves, adult youth leaders will be able to 

mentor and support youth members by passing 

on this knowledge. Leaders will be required to 

attend weekly meetings, occasional weekend 

activities and maintain their required checks. 

The St John SA Youth Program is for young 

people aged between 11 and 17 years. This 

program provides the opportunity to learn a 

variety of first aid and life skills, whilst giving 

back to the community. Run as part of St John’s 

community services, there is no cost to 

participants for this program. 

Youth members attend weekly training nights 

throughout the school term. Once all learning 

modules have been completed, the fun has 

only just begun! Members will be given a 

special St John Youth Uniform, which they can 

wear when attending events to assist adult 

members with providing first aid.  

St John youth have the opportunity to attend a 

range of exciting events, from local fairs and 

community sporting events, to major events like 

the Royal Adelaide Show, Carols by 

Candlelight, ANZAC vigils and more. Youth 

members are always supervised and supported 

by qualified adult members at events. 

Youth also have opportunities to participate in 

regional, state and national competitions 

where they can showcase their first aid skills and 

make great friends within St John. 

To find out more about joining the St John SA 

Victor Harbor Youth Team, visit 

stjohnsa.com.au/join-us or call 8306 6936. 

https://www.stjohnsa.com.au/join-us
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